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ENCOMIUMS ON AKENSIDE, 



fBOU 8C9TT> QDB, AFTER READII^G ^BjV8ipE> 

POEMS. 

% 

To FaiM^l9 view what visions me. 

Remote amid yon azure skies! 

What goddess-fonn descends in air ? — 

The Grecian muse, severely fair ! 

'What sage is he, to wliom she deigns 

Her lyre of elevated struns? 

The Bard of Ttne— his ntaster4ian4 

Awakes new music o'er the land ; * 

And nmoh his voice of qght and wroncf 

i^ttenipts tp teltch the* iinheediDg throngs 

FROM DR. ROBERTS* EPISTLE ON THE ENGLISH 

POETS. 

Come, Akensioe, come with thine attic urn, 

Fiird from Ilyssns by a iSaiad's hand : 

Tliy harp was tun'd to freedom. Strains like tliine. 

When Asia's lord bor'd the huge mountain's side. 

And bridged the sea, to battle rons'd the tribes 

.Of ancient Greece : the sons of Cecrops rais*d 

Minerva's aegis— Lacedicmou pour*d 

Tier hardy veterans from their frugal board. 

And Thebes saw X^r^es sh^ke through all his tents. 

▼OL. I. B 
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FHO^ HUBDIS'S VILLAGE CUHATK. 

Be thou our guest, 

Impetuous Akenside^ some gloomy eve 
When the red lightniog scarce beginB to glane, 
And tbe mute thunder hardly deigns to growL 
Rais*d by tliy torrent song, we shall enjoy 
The loud mcrea&ins horrors of the stonu, 

AvfiiUygnmd. * • ' ' 



I 



Digitized by Google 



VHB 

PLEASURES 

OF 

IMAGINATION. 

A 

POEM. 

IN THREE BOOKS. 
w 

MARK AKENSIDE, M.D. 

£PICX. apud Arrian. II. 23. 



1744. 



Digitized by GecJ^Ie 



ADVilRTISEMENT 

TO THB BOmON OF 177fi. 



This volume contains a complete collection of 
the poems of the late Dr. Akenside^ either re* 
printed fiom the origiiial editions, or faithfully 
pnbUshed from copies wUcfabad bera prepared by 
himself for publication. 

That the principal poem should appear in so dis- 
advantageous a state, may require some explana- 
tion. The iir^t publication of it viras at a very 
early part of die Aathor's life. That it wanted 
reviiion and correction, he was saffidlently sen^ 
libie ; but so quick viras the demand for several 
Successive re-publications, that in auy of the in- 
tervals to have completed the whole of his correc- 
tions was utterly impossible 3 and yet to have gone 
on from tone to time making ftnrtlier impro v^enta 
in every new edition would (he thought) have had 
the appearance at least of abusing the favour of 
the Public. He chose therefore to continue for 
some tinm ireprinting it without alterationy and to 
forbear pvblisbingany corrections orimprovementi 
until he ihould be able at once to give tfiem to die 
Public complete. And with this vievv, he went ov 
for several years to review and" correct the Poem 
at his leisure; till at lengUi tie found the task grow 
so much upon his hands^ that despairing of ever 
ieiog able w execute it sufficiently to biv own sa« 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 



tis&ctioDy he abandoned the pnrpose of correct^f 
ingy and resolved to write flie j^oem over anew^ 

upon a somewhat different and an enlarged plan 3 
and in the execution of this design he had made 
a considerable progress. What reason there may 
be to regret that lie did not live to execnte the 
whole of ity will best a|^ear from the perusal of 
the plan itself^ as stated m the General Argument, 
and of the pai is which he had executed, and which 
are here published. For the pei-son to whom he 
intrusted the disposal of his papers, would havo 
thought liunself wanting as well to tlie service of 
the Pablic, as to the iame of his friend, if he had 
not produced as much of the work as appeared ta 
have been prepared for publication. In this light 
be considered the entire first and second Books ; 
<lf which a few copies had been printed for the osft 
only of the* Author and certaw Friends : also a 
very considerable part of the tliird Book y wUch 
had been transcribed in order to its being printed 
in tlie same manner : and to these is added tlie In- 
trodactioa to a subsequent book, which in the 
Mapascript is catted the F'onrth, and whidi 1^ 
pears to tmve beea eoBipoBed al tfie tiiBe when tte 
Author intended to comprise the whole in four 
Books) but which, as he had afterwards deter<» 
mined to distribute tlic Poem into n^rc Books^ 
mg^t perhaps more properly be called the last 
Book. And tiiis is ^ that is ejceomted of the new 
woric^ which altiioogh it appeared to tiie SdHor 
too valuable, even in its imperfect state, to be 
withholden from the Public, yet (he conceives) 
takes in by much too small a part of the original 

Poem tasunply its pl^Mn^ and to supersede the r«* 
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{publication of it For which reaso% both the^ 
Poems are inserted in this collection. 

Of Odes the Audior had designed to make up 

Two Books, consisthi<!; of twenty Odes each ; in- 
cluding the several Odes which be bad before 
published at difierent times. 

The Hymn to the Naiads is reprinted from the 
sixth volume of Dodsleiy^ lifiBoeUanies, with a few 
correetions and die addition of some notes. To. 
tiie Inscriptions taken from the same volume, three 
new Inscriptions are added ; the last of which is 
the only instance wherein a liberty has been taken 
6f inserting anjr thing in tiiis collection^ which did 
not appear to have been intended by the Author 
for publication ; among whose papers no copy of 
this was found ^ but it is printed from a copy which 
he had many years since given to the Editor. 

J. DYSON, 
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HKRE are certain powers in homan nature whicb 

»eem to hold a middle place between the organs of 
bodily sense and the faculties of moral perception ; 
they have been called by a very general name^ 
The £^awers of Imagination. like the external 
tenses, they relate to matter anil motion ; and, at 
the s^ne time^ give the mind ideas analogous to 
those of moral approbation and dislike. As they 
are the inlets of some of the most exquisite plea- 
sures MTith which vreare acquainted, it has naturally 
liappened that men of warm and sensible tempers 
have songht means to recal the delightful pereep^ 
tions which they afford, independent of the objects 
which originally produced them. This gave rise 
to the imitative or designing Arts ; some of which, 
as Pointing and Sculpture, direcUy copy the ex* 
tcmal appearances wldch were admired in Nature 
others^as MositSand Poetry, bring therh back to 
remembitince by signs universally established and 
. Understood. 

But these Arts, as they grew more con*ect and 
deliberate, were of course led to extend tlieir imi^ 
f ation beyond the peculiar objects of the imagina^ 
live powers ; especially Poetry, which, making use 
of kHrguageas the iuistrument by wliich itimkates^* 
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I* consequently become an unlimited represents^ 
tiv€ of every apecies and mode of being. Yet as 
their intention im only to express Uie ohjeets of 
Imagination^ and as they still aboond chiefly in 
ideas of that clasS| they of coarse retain their on-* 
j^inal character; and all the different pleasures 
which they exrite^ are termed^ in general^ Pleasures 
of Imagination. 

The design of the following Poem is to give a 
Yievr of these in the lai^t acceptation of the 
term; so that whatever oor Imaginatioa feels from 
the agreeable appearances of Nature, and all the 
various entertainment we meet with either in Poe- 
try, Painting, Music, or any of the elegant Arts, 
might be deducible from one or other of Aose 
principles in the constitution of the human mind^ 
which are here established and explained. 

In execiiting this general plan, it was necessary 
first of all to distinguish the Imagination from our 
otiier Acuities ; and in the next place to cliarac* 
leriaee those original forms or inroperties of being, 
about which it is conversant, and which are by na- 
ture adapted to it, as light is to the eyes, or truth 
to tiie understanding. These properties Mr. Ad- 
dison had reduce^ to the ihree general classes of 
greatness, novelty^ aiid bean^ ; and faito these we 
mayanalyze every objeet,howevei^mplex, which^ 
properly speaking, is delightful to tlie Imagination* 
But such an object may also include many other 
sources of pleasure ; and its beauty, or novelty, or 
grandeur, will make a stronger impression by rea* 
son of this concprrence. Besides which, the inu* 
tative Arts, especially Poetry, owe much of thaiv 
effect to a similar exlubitiou of properties ^it^* 
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foreign to tlie ImaginatioD, insomuch that in every 
line of the most applauded poems, we meet witb 
tither ideas drawn from the eaitemal aeoses, or 
tratha dheovered to ttie mnienlailding, or iUostrap 
tioBS of contrivance and final causes ; or, above alt 
the rest, with circumstances proper to awaken and 
engage the Passions. It was therefore necessary 
to enumerate and exemplify these diffiurent speciea 
if pleasiM ; espedaUy tbit ftom the paBsions^ 
which, tfs it" is supreme in the nobteat woric of 
human genius, so being in some particulai6 not af 
little surpnsnig, gave an opportunity to enliven 
the didactic turn of the poem, by introducing an 
AUegory to aecoont for tM iqppearaiice. 

After these ports of the sabject, which iKdd 
chiefly of admiration, or natarally^ warm and interest 
the mind, a pleasure of a very different nature, that 
ithich arises from Ridicule, came next to be consi- 
dered. As this is (he foundatioii of the comic 
tanmer in att the Arts, and has beW bnt Tory im^ 
perfiMitly treated by moral writers^ it was thoaght 
proper to give it a particular illustration, and to 
distinguish the general sources from whrch the 
dicule of characters is derived. Here too a change 
of style became necessary ; su^ an one as 
, yet be consistent, if possible^ vrith the geaerrii taste 
of composition lb the serious parts of the subject: 
nor is it an easy task to give any tolerable force t& 
images of this kind, witliout running either into 
the gigantic expressions of the mock-heroic, or 
the ftmiiiar and poetical raillapy of professed » 
tire *, neither of Which wonld have been proper 
bere. 

The materia of all Imitation bemg tlius laid 
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open ; notlung now remained bat to Hlustrate some 
particiiUur plamres wbich arise ehlier from the re-^ 
ktioos of difimml olijeets one to miotlier; or from 
the nature of imitation itself. Of the first kind TKi 
that various and complicated resemblance existing 
between several parts of the material and imma- 
terial MTorldSy whidi is the fonndalion of metapftior 
«id wit. As it seems Iki a great lAeasiire to de» 
pend on the early asspciatioii of oor ideas, and aa 
^is habit of associating is the source of many 
pleasnres and pains in life, and on that account 
bears a great share in the inflnence of Poetry and 
the other Arts^ it i» tfaeiefbfe mentkmed here and 
lis effects described. ^Then ftllows a general a<S 
count of the production of these elegant Art^ 
and of the secondary pleasure, as it is called,* 
aiising from the resemblance of their imitations to 
the original appearances of Natnre. After wbicb^ 
the work 4:oncfaidea Witt some reflections on tlie 
general eondvet of the powers of Imagfaiatieiiy 
and on their natural and moral usefulness in life. 

Concerning the manner or turn of composition 
which prevails in this piece^ little can be said with 
propnety by the anttior. He had two models; 
that ancient and iimple one of the first Gtfecitti 
poets, as it is refined by Virgil in theOeorgics ; and 
the f^iliar epistolary way of Horace. This lat- 
ter has several advantages. It admits of a greater 
variety of style ^ it more readily engages the gene- 
^ ndity of readers^ as partaking more of the air of 
conversation ; and, especially witfi the assistance 
of rhyme, leads to a closer and more concise ex-' 
pression. Add to this, the example of the most 
perfect of modem poets^ who haa so happily ap*' 
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plied tiiis nianner to the noblest parts of ptuloso' 
pby^ timt the poblic taste is in a great neame 
formed to it alone. Yet^ after all, tte subject he^ 
fore us, tending almost constantly to admiration 
and enthusiasm; seemed rather to demand a more 
open, pathetic, and figured style. This too ap- 
peared nuire natural ; as the author's aim was not 
so much to gife fomml preoepts^ or enter into tiie 
Way of direct argumentation ; as, by exhibituig 
the most engaging prospects of nature, to enlarge 
and harmonize the Imagination, and by that means 
insensibly dispose the minds of men to a similar 
taste and habit of thinking in religion, morals, and 
civil life. Tis on tUs aceqpnt tbit lie is so care^ 
ful to point ant tiie benevolent intention of tfie 
Author of Nature in every principle of the human 
constitution here insisted on; and also to unite 
the moral excellences ef life in the same point of 
view with the mere external olgects of good taste ; 
thus recommending them in cmnmon to our na«' 
tural propensity for admiring what is beautiful aud 
lovely. The same views have also led him to in- 
troduce some sentiments which may perhaps be 
looked upon as not quite direct to tlie subject; bnt 
since they bear an obvious relati^ to it, tlie au^ 
tliority of Virgil (the fairitless model of didactie 
poetry,) will best support him iu this particular. 
For the sentiments themselves he makes r# 
apology. 
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PLEASURES 



OF 



IMAGINATION, 



AS nRSV POBUSHBQ. 



BOOK THE FIRST. 



■ 



ARQUIIENT. 

Tht %u^ec\ propoiied. Difficulty of trrating it poetically. 
The ideas of the Divine Mind, the origin of every quality 
pleating to tlie Imagination. Tlie naturai variety of con. 
atitotioa im the nlmtt oT mn; villi Ita flnal ctnse. Tbe 
idea of a floe lmagiiiatioii» anil the elate of the mliid im 
the enioynmi of those pleatarea which II aflbrds. All 
the primary pleatares of the Imagination retail (torn the 
perception of greatness, or wouderfulness, or beauty in 
objects. Tbe pleasure from greatness, with its final 
cause. Pleasure from novelty or wunderfnlness, uith its 
fitial cause. Pleasure from beauty, witii its liiial cause. 
Tiie connection of beauty with trutii and good, applied 
to the condnct of life. Invitation to tbe study of moral 
Fhllosopby. The different degrees of beanly In dlffcrenl 
epeelei of ol^ecle : coloar ; shape ; nalnral concretes ; 
f elahles; aaUnale; the wM. T|ie anhlioie, Ihe fiiir, the 
wonderfil of Ihe mind. The connection of the Inaglu* 
Hon and the moral faculty. Conclasioa. 
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BOOK r. 



WitTH what attiactiTe clianiis this goo^ taam 
Of Nature touches the consenting hearts 

Of mortal men j and what tlie pleasing stores 

Which beauteous Imitation thence derives 

To deck the poets, or the painter's toil^ 

My Teneni^lds. Atlend^ ye gentle powers 

Of musical delight I and while I sung 

Your gifts, your honours, dance around my strain* 

Thou, smiling queen of every tuneful breast, 
Indulgent fancy I from tiie fhiittul banks 
Of Avon, whence thy rosy fingers cull 
Fresh flowers and dews lo spiinkle on tlie.turf 
Where Shakspeare lies, be present: and with thee 
Let Fiction com/e, upon lier vagrant wings 
M'afting ten thousand colours tlirough the air, 
Wlucli, by the glances of her magic eye, 
She blends and shifts at will, through countless 
Her wild creation. Goddess of the lyre^ £foniVi 
Which rules the accents of ^e movfug sphere» 
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y^Wt thou, eternal Harmony ! descend 

And join this festive train ? for with thee comes 

'The goide^ the guardian ^f their lovely sports. 

Majestic Truth ; and where Truth deigns to come^ 

Her sister Liberty will not be far. 

Be present all ye Genii, who conduct 

Thie wandering footsteps of the youthful bard, 

New to your springs and shades*: who touch his ear 

.With finer^aounfls ; who heighten to his eye 

The bloom of Nature ; and before him tmH 

The gayest, liappiest attitude of things* 

Oft have the laws of eacii poetic strain 
The critic-verse employed ; yet still unsung 
lay this lurime samecty thoogh importing mop^ 
Apoefsname: for fruitless is the* attempt, 
By dull obedience and by creeping toil 
Obscure, to conquer the severe ascent 
Of high Parnassus. Nature's kindling breath 
Must fire the chftoen genius ; Nature*s hand 
Must struog his nerves, and imp his eagle«wiiq;t 
Impatient of the painfiil steep, to soar 
High iis the summit ; there to breathe at large 
Ethereal air ; with bards and sages old, 
Immortal sons of praise. These ll§ttering scenes, 
To this neglected labour court my song ; 
Yet not nnconstiotts what a doubtful task 
To paint the finest features of the mind. 
And to most subtle and mysterious tilings 
/ Give colour, strength, anrl motion. But the love 
Of Nature and the Muses bids explore. 
Through seeret paths erewhile ontrod by man, 
Tlie fidr poetic region, to detect 
Vntasted springs, to drink inspiring draughts, 
And shade my temples with unfading flowers* 
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Ciiird from the laureate vale s profound recess^ 
Where never poet guu'd a wreath before. ^ 
From Heaven my ^tmos b^in ; from Heaven 
descends 

The flame of genius to the human breast, 

And love and beauty, and poetic joy, 

And inspii*ation. I^e the radiant sun 

Sprang &om the east, or mid the vault of n^;bt 

Tlie moon «oqpended her aerener lamp ; 

Ere momitaias, woods, orstreams adorned tiie glob^^ 

Or Wisdom taught the sons of men her lore ; 

Then liv'd the' Almighty One ; then, deep-retii^'d. 

In his unfatbom'd essence, view'd the forms. 

The forms eternal of created things ; 

The radiant son, the mmm^S'iio^mal lamp^ 

The monntains,woods and streams, tiie rolling globCi 

And Wisdom's mien celestial. From the first 

Of days, on them his love divine he fix'd, * 

His admiration : till in time complete, 

What be admir'd and lov'd^ his vital smile 

Unfolded into being. Hence the breath 

Of life infiirniing each organic frame ; 

Hence the green earth, and wild-resounding waves ; 

Hence light andsbadealternate; warmth and co|d; 

And olBar antumnal skies and vernal sbosrerr, 

And all jthe fair variety of things. 

But not alike to every mortal eye 
Is this great scene unveird. For since the claims 
Of social life,4;o different labours urge 
The active powers of man ; with wise intent* 
The hand of Nature on pecnliar minds 
Imprmts a diflferent bias^ and to each 
Decrees its province in the common toil. 
To some she taught the fabric of Ujifi sphere^ » 

you I. € 
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The changeful moon, the circuk of the slat's, 
The golden Mnes of Heaven : to same she (pive 
To weigh the moment of eternal tilings, 
Of time, and space, and late*8 unbroken chain, 
And will's quick inipnlse : otherti by the hand 
Sbe led o'er vales and monntains, to explore 
Wliat healing virtne swells tbe tender veins * 
Of herbs and flowefsj or what the beams of moran 
Braw forth, distillhig from the clilted rind 
In balmy tears. But some, to higlu i iiopes 
Were destin'd ; some v/ithin a finer mould 
Slie wrought, and tempered with a pnrer flame.- 
To these the sire' Omnipotent unfolds 
The world's harmonions volnme, there to read* 
The transcript of Hhnself. On every part 
They trace the bright impressions of his hand . 
In earth or air, the meadovv^s purple stores, 
The na^on's mild radiance, or the virgin's form 
Blooming with rosy smiles, they see pomrtray'A 
That uncreated Scanty, which delights 
The mind supreme. They also feel her charms, 
Enamour'd ; tliey partake the* eternal joy. 

For as old Memnon's image, long renowned ^ 
By fabling Nilns, to the quivering touch 
Of Titanic r^y, with each repulsive string 
Consenting, sounded through the warbling akr 
Unbidden strains; ev'h so did Nature*s hand 
To certain species of external things, 
. Attune the finer organs of the mind : 
So file glad impulse of CMigenial povrers,- 
Or of sweet sbond, orfidr proportioned form^ 
The grace of motion, or the bloom of light, 
Thrills thro>iirli Imagination's tender frame, 
From oeFve so nerve all naked and aiive^ 
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They catch UiQ spreading rays : till now the soul 
At length diacloses eveiy tonefol spring. 
To that harmonious moyement fitrni Mritfaont 

Responsive. Theu the' inexpressive strain 
Diffuses its enchantment: Fancy dreams 
Of sacred fo^uitains and Elysian groves^ 
And vales of hiifls : the inteliectnal poirar 
Bends fhm his a^ttl Afoniaa wondering ^ • 
And smiles : the passions, gently sooth'd away, 
Sink to divine repose, and love and joy 
Alone arc waking ; love and joy, serene ^ 
As airs tliat ian the somoien O I attend. 
Whoever thon art, whom these delights can touchy 
Whose candid bosom tiie reOning love . 
Of Nature warms, O ! listen to my song ; 
And I will guide tliee to her favourite walks, . 
And teach thy solitude her voice to bear. 
And point her toveliest features to thy view* 

Know then, vdi^ietar of Nature^ pregnantitores, 
Vhate'er of mimic Art's reflected forms 
With love and admiration thus inflame 
Tiie powers of Fancy, her delighted sons 
To three ilUistrious orders have refer*d ; 
Three sister-^cis, whom the painteir's liand, 
7he poet*8 tongne confeflse* : the snblime, 
The wonderful, the fair. I see tliem dawn ! 
I see4he radiant visions, where tJiey rise 
Mo\% lovely than when Lucifer displays 
His beaming forehead through the gates of nAtn^ 
To lead tlie train of Phcebns and the spring. 

Say, whx was man so eminently raised 
Amid the vast Creation' } why ordaio'd 

* fa ApoloKlctng for the freiiaent nesligencet of Ike iitb- 
IMnesi smiio'rf of Ofceis^ ' TlibM fodllW leuhiict^* lajF* 
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Through life and death to dart his piercing eje^ 

With thoughts begrond the limit of his frame ^ 

Bat that the^ Omnipotent might send Urn fortl^ 

In sight of mortal and immortal powers. 

As on a boundless theatre^ to run 

Hie great career of justice i to exalt 

His generous aim to all diviner deeds ; 

To chase each partial purpose from his breast; 

And through the mists of passion and of sense^ 

And through the tossing tide of chance and pain^- 

To hold his com-sc untalterin<^, while the voice 

Of truth and virtue, up the steep ascent 

Of Natnre^ calls him to his high reward, 

The^ applauding smile i>f Heaven i Eke wherefi>re 

In mortal bosoms this unquenched hope, [burns 

That breathes from day to day sublimer tilings. 

And mocks possession? virheretbre darts the mind. 

With such resistless ardonr to embrace 

Mqestic forms ; impadent tcr be free, 

Longiniie, ' were well assnrcd, that Nature had iiot intended 
man for a low-spirited ur ignoble being ; but briiii^iii^ us 
into life aad tlie midst of ibis wide uuiverse, its belore a 
multitude assembied »t some lieiAic solenmityt that we 
might be tpectaffirs of ell ber niagnitfcence, and caudidates 
hlgb In emnlation for tbe prize of ttlory ; she has Ihtfe. 
fore implanted in our souls an inexliiigutshablt love of 
every tbing great and txalted, of every tbing whicb appears 
divine beyond our comprebension. Wiience it comes lo 
pass, that even tbe wboie world is not an objfct sufficient 
for the depth and rapidity of bnman imagination, Wbicb . 
often 5 alliei forth beyond the limits of all that suitounda 
us. Let any man cast bis eye threiicb tbe wbole circle of 
our existence, and consider bow fspecially it abounds in 
excellent and grand objects, b« wiil soon acknowledge for 
what enjoyments and pursuits we were destined. Thus by 
tbe very propensity of nature we are led lo adoiire, not Utile 
springs or ahuilow rivuteta, however elear and delicious, but 
toe Nile, tlie Rbine, tbe Danube; and, mncb more tbnn ail, 
tbe ocean,* ^c^Ptouys. Mtogin* de i^nbliin* i »Uv* 
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SparniDg the gr^s cotttrol of wilful might ; * 
Prond of the strong contentioii of her toils ; 
Proud to be daring i Who bat rather tarns 

To Heaven's broad fire his unconstrained view, 
Than to the glimmering of a waxen fianie ? 
Who tliat, from Alpine heights, his labooring^ye 
Shoots roond tl^ wide horizon, to sarvey 
Nilos or Ganges rolling his bright wave 
Through mountains, plains, through c^mpires black 

with shade, 
And continents of sand ; will tum his gaze 
To mark the windings of a scanty rill 
That mnrmars at his feet? The high*bom soul 
Disdains to rest her Beav^n -aspiring wing 
Beneath its native quarry. Tir cl of earth 
And this diurnal scene, she springs aloft 
Through fields of air ; pursues the flying storm ; 
Rides on the voUied lighfning through the heavemi 
Or, yok'd with whirlwinds and the northern blast. 
Sweeps the long tract of day. Then high she soars 
The blue profound, and hovering round the sun, 
Beliolds him pouring the redundant stream 
Of light ; beholds his unrelenting sway 
Bend the rekictant planets to absolve 
The fhted ronnds of Time. Whence, fiir efiii^'d^ 
She darts her swiftness up tlie long career 
Of devious comets ; through its burning j^igos 
Exulting measures the perennial wheel 
Of Nature, and looks back on all tlie stfugp, 
Whose 6ten^ed light, y with a milky zone^ 
Invests tile orient. Now amaz'd she viewi 
The' empyreal waste % where happy spyits hold, 

* We se pent-il point quil y a an gfsnd cipice tii 
M la reglonr dcfii elollcs ? Qac ce lott 1« del empyre^'od 
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Beyond tliis concave Heaveii| tlieir calm abode ; 

And fields of radiance^ whose unfading ligbt^ 

Has tniveird the prcriToimd ux thouaand yeam. 

Nor yet arrives in sight of mortal tilings. 

Even on the barriei*s of the world, untir'd 

She meditates the* eternal depdi below ; 

Till half recoiling^ down tlie headlQng steep 

She plunges ; soon o'erwhelm'd and swallowed up 

b that immense of being. Tliere her hopes 

Rest at the fated goal. For from the birtti 

Of mortal man, the Sovran Maker said. 

That not in humble nor in brief delight^ 

Not in the fading eciioes of renown, 

Power's purple robes, ogr Pfeasore^s flowery lap, - 

The sonl shoidd fin4 enjoyment ; but from these 

Turning disdainful to an equal good, 

Through all the' ascent of things enlarge her view 

Till ei'ery bound at length ^^hould disappear, 

Aiid infinite perfection close the saene*. 

Call now t# mind what high capacions poUneis 
Jab folded np in man ; how far beyond 
The praise of mortals, may the* eternal growth 
Of Nature to perfection half divine, 
Expand the blooming soul? What pity then 
Should sloth's ankini% fogs depress to earth 
tier tender blossom ; choke the streams of life, 

toiijonrs cet espac« imnfiensc qni environne lonte cr.tte re- 
gioUf pourra etre remplt boniieur et de gtoire. II p^urra 
etre concu cnmme V ocean, ou se reiideut le5 fleuves de 
toatesles creatures bieniieareuses, quan^eUes serqDtvenqea 
ift leur perfectioa le syjit^Sie il«s stoitet.* Lellmils 
dsns la Tbcodlcce, part i. $ 10. 

> It was a notion of tbe ere^t Mr.^ojrgeas, tbat them 

m^y be fixed stars at such a distance from our sntar system) 
as tbat their light should not have' had time to reach ns> 

f ve4 Ufm the cjrcatioa of ths world to this digr* 
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And blast her spring ! Far otherwise designed 
Almighty Wisdom : Nature's happy cares 
The' obedtent heart &r ottierwiae ineUne. 
Witness the sprightly joy wheo aught unknown 
Strikes the quick scnse^ and wakes each active 
To brisker measures : witness the neglect [power 
-Of all tkmiliar prospects, though beheld 
With tmnsport^nee ^ the fond attenitve gaw 

< It is iMtre Slid, that in coni«qitence of lb* love of novelfjr, 
objects wfaicli at first were higbly deligUtfnl to the mind* 
lose Ibat effect by repeated aitention to tbeni. Bur {he iii- 
etarice of habit is op^ioacd to this observation; for there, 
objects at first distasteful are ill tune rc^iiUered eutireijr 
jagreeable by repeated attention. 

The ilifficttliy in this case will be removed, if we coiislder 
tfaa^ wbei^ objects at flfst atfreeable, lose tbat Influeitcii ^ 
frequeuily recnrriiitr, tne mind is wholly passive, and tbe 
perception involun'ary ; but habit, on tbe otlier band, gen<N. 
jrally snpposrs choice and activity accompanyinc; it: so that 
tbe pleasure arises^ here not from tbe oliject, but from the 
mind's conscif»us determination of its own activity ; and 
eonseqneiktlir lacieaies in prwportian to die frequency oC 
that determination. 

It will still be nr£;ed, perhaps, tbat a familiarity with dis- 
agreeable objects renders them at length acceptable, even 
wben there is no room for the mind to resolve or act at all. 
,lu this case, tiie ap|i£urance mu.st be accounted for one of 
these ways. 

The pleasure fiom habit may be mer«*ly negaflte. The 

object at first gave uneasiness : tiiis uneasiness (gradually 
wears off as the object emws ftiniiiiar: and the mind, tind. 
ing it at last entirely reinv^ved, rt ckons lis situation really 
pleasurable, compared with what it bad experienced l>efore. 

Tbe dislike conceived of tbe object at Qrst, might be o#- 
•toa to prcjndice or want «#. attention. Consequently tbe 
mind being necessitated tp review H often, may at length 
perceive its own mistake, and be reconciled to what it had 
looked on with aver?<ion. In which case, a sort of iiisttnc- 
tive justice naturally leads it to make amends for th^ in- 
Jury, by running toward the oiber extreme of foudnebsaud 
attachnient. 

Or h»lly. tbongh tbe object itself should always continue 

disagreeable, yet circumstances of pleasure or good fortune 
4nay oqcur aiuug with it* Thus an asavciation way uri^e iu 
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Of yoiiTii* nstoiiivShiTicTit ; tlie sober zeal 
Of age, cominentin^ on prodigious tliiugs. 
For snch the bounteous providence of UeaveOp 
In every breast implantinf; this desire 
Of objectB new and strange ^, to nrge ns on 
With unremitted labour to pursue 
Those sacred stores that wait tiie ripening soul, 
In Trutii's exbaustlcss bosom. What need words 
To paint its power i For this the daring youth * 
Breaks from his weeping mother^s anicionff arros^ 
In foi c ign clinfes to rove ; the pensive sa^^e, 
Heedless of sleep, or midnight's harmful damp, ^ 
Hangs o'er the sickly taper : and untir'd . 
The virgin follows, with enchanted step, 
Ttie mazes of some wild and wondrous tile. 
From mom to eve; nnmuidful of her form. 
Unmindful of the happy dress that stole 
The wishes of the youth, when every maid 
With enyy pin*d« Hence, finally, ])y night, 
The village-matron round the blazing hearth 
Suspends tiie infant-«udience vnth her tales, 
Breathing astonishment ! of witching rhymes. 
And evil spirits ; of the death-bed call 



the niln4 and the ol^ect never be remembered wttboul 

those pleasing chcumsiances attHidiui; it; by ivbicb means 
liio disagreenble impression vrbicb it at first occaBioned will 
ij tiiae be qnite obUterattd. 

These two ideas arc oft c<nifi>Hn(?(Ml ; tliotiqh it is ev> 
dent tlie mere novelty of an object makes it agjrceable, even 
where the mind is not aflfccted with the least decree of 
i»Gnder : whereas wonder mdeed always imphes novelty, 
bemK never exclled by commim or well-known appemncet* 
But the pleasure In both caaes is explicable from tbe same 
final cause, Ibe acqnisitton of knowledge and enlargement 
of oiir views of nature ; on tbta account it U natural to 
treat of tbcm togeilier. « 
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Of liini who robb'd the widow, and devour'a 
The orphan's portion; of unquiet souls 
Risen from the grave to ease the heavy guilt 
Of deeds in life ctaceal'd : of sha^s ttmt walk 
At dead of nighty and clank their ciiains, and wa^A 
The torch of hell around the murderer's bed. 
At every solemn pause the crowd recoil, 
Gazing each other speechless^ and congealed 
With shivering sighs : till eager for the' event, 
Aroond the beldame all erect they hang ; 
£ach trembling heart with giatciiil terrors quell d. 

But lo ! disclosed in all her smiling pomp, 
Where Beauty onwaid moving claims the vei*se 
Her charms inspire : the freely-Hovnng verse • 
In thy immortal praise^ O form divine I 
Smoothsherttaelliflnentstream. Thee,Beauty^ thee. 
The regal dotne, and ihy enlivening ray 
The mossy roofs adore: thou, better sun ! 
For ever Upmost on the* enchanted heart * 
Love, and harmonious wonder, and delight 
Poeticl Brightest progeny of Heaven ! 
How shall I trace thy features? where select 
The roseate hues to emulate thy bloom ? — 
Haste then, my song, through nature's wide expanse. 
Haste then, and gather all her comeliest wealth. 
Whatever bright spoils the florid earth contaiqs^ 
Whatever the waters, or tfie liqnid air, 
To deck thy lovely labour. Wilt thou fly 
With laughing Autumn to the' Atlantic isles, 
And range with him the' Hesperian field, and see 
Where'er his fingers touch the fruitful grove, 
The brahches shoot with gold; wheri^er his' step 
Marks the glad soil, the tender clustei p;loif 
With purple rip.enes^, and invest cix^ch hiU 
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^^thtbebtaubesofao evening-sky? * 
(Or wilt thou rather stoop thy vagraut plume, 
Where, gliding through lus daughter s Jiononr'd 
Tlie smooth Pen^us from Ihs glassy flood [sbac^e^ 
Reflects purpureal Tempe's pleasant scene ? 
Fair Tempe i haunt Mpy'd^f silvan powerv^ 
Of nymphs and fauns ; wherein the iifolden age 
They play d in secret on the shady brink 
Wth ancient Pan ; while rotmd their cboral steps 
Young hours and genial gales with* constant hand 
^bower'd blossom^ od0Qni, showered ambrosial 
dews, 

And Spring's elysian bloom. Her flowery stoii^e 
To thee nor Tempe shall refuse; nor watch 
Of winged Hydra guard Hesperian fruits 
From Iby Iree spoil, O bear then, u»reprov*d^ 
Thy smiling treasures to the green vecess 
Where young Dione stays. With sweetest 
£ntice her forth to lend her angel-form 
- For Beauty's honoured image, Hitlier turn 
Thy graceflil footsteps; hither, gentle maidj 
Incline tliy polish'd foi*ehead s let thy eyes 
Effuse the n#dness of their azure dawn ; 
And may the fanning {freezes waft aside 
Thy radiant locks : disclosing, as it bends t 
With airy softness from the marble neck, 
The cheek fair^blooming, and the rosy Up^ 
Where winning smtfes imd pleiasvres sweet as loart. 
With sanctity and wisdom, tempering blend * 
Their soft allurement. Then the pleaisiug force 
Of Nature, and her kind parental care 
W orthier I'd sing ; then all the* enamour^ yoiitb. 
With each admiring vicgm, to my lyre 
^hfitnld ;tbrpng atte^t^ye^ ^hile I point on high 
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Where Beauty's living image, like the Morn 
That wakes in Zephyr's arms the blijtshiiig May, 
Moves onwasd ; or as Yenas, when she stood 

EflMgent on Uie pearly car^ and smll'd, 
Fresh from the deep, and conscious of her form. 
To see the tritons tune tlieir vocal shells^ 
And each cerulean sister of the flood 
With load acclaim attrad her o'er the waves, 
To seek the' Idalian bower. Ye smiling band 
Of youtlis and virgins, who through all the maz|l 
Of young desire with rival-steps pursue 
Tliis charm of Beauty ; if the pleasing toil 
Can yield a aom^'s respite, hither turn 
Yoar Avonrable ear, and trust my words^ 
I do not mean to waike the gloomy form • 
Of Superstition dress'd in Wisdom's garb, 
To damp your tender hopes : I do not mean 
To bid the jealous thunderer fire the heavens^ 
Or shapes infernal rend the groaning earth 
To fright you fipom your joys : my cheerful song 
With better omens calls you to the field, 
Pleas'd with your generous ardour in the chase, 
And warm like you. Then tell me, for ye know 
Does B^uly ever deign to dwell where health 
And active use are strangers?^ her charm . 
Confessed in aught, whose most peculiar ends 
Are lame and fniitless ? Or did Nature mean 
ITiis pleasing call the herald of a lie; 
To liide the shame of discord and disease,* 
And catch with fair hypocrisy the heart 
Of idle ftithP O no I with better earei 
The* indulgent mother, conscious how infirm 
Her offspring tread the paths of good and ill| 

By this illustrious imagCi ia each kiod 
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Still most illustrious wliere the object holds 

Its native powers most perfect, she by thk 

lUames the headstrong impulse of desire, 

And sanctifies his choice. The gcneroiis gleb& 

Whose bosom smiles witli verdure, the clear tract 

Of streams delicious to tlie thirsty soul, 

The bloom of ueetar'd fruitage ripe to sense^ 

And every charm of animated things, 

Are only pledges of a state sincere, 

The' integrity and order of their frame, 

When all is well within, and every end 

Accomplished. Thus was Beauty sent from Heavea, 

The lovely ministress of truth and good 

In this dark world : for truth and good are one, 

And beauty dwells in tiiem, and they in her, 

With like participation ^ Wherefore then, 

■ 

^ 'Do yon imagine,* says Sorratea to Aristippna, * f}i;\t 
what i» srood Is not beautiful ' Have yon not observed that 
the.se appeal antes always coincide r Viriue, for instance, In 
the s^me respect ss to wii)ob we oill it good, is ever ac 
hoou led^ed to be beavitiful alsii. Ia tlie cbanicters of mca 
we always* j< in the two denominations together. The 
beauty of human bodies corresponds, in like manner, with 
that economy of parts which constitutes them good; and 
*fl every circumstance of life, the same object is constantly 
aeconnted tiotli besutifttt and good, inasmuch as u answers 
the parpoffes for wMlii it was designed.* Xetibplioiitt 
Memorab. Socrat. J. lure. 8. 

This excellent observation has becTi illustiated and ex- 
tended by the noble restorer of ancient philosophy ; see the 
Characteristics, vol. ii. p. 339 and 425, and vol. iii. p. jai. 
And aooiher ingenious author has particniaily shown, that 
it holds ia the geatral laws of iiatnre, In the works of art^ 
and the condoct of the sciences. Inquiry Into the original 
of oar Ideas of beauty and virtue. Treat, !• $ a As to the 
connection between beauty and truth there are two opii^iona 

* This (he Athenians did in a pcculiaa manaen hy the 
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Book 1. IMAGIMATION. 

O sons of earth ! would ye dissolve the tie ? 
O wherefore^ with a rash impetuous aim, 
8eek ye tliose flowery joys with w&ich the hand 
Of lavish fancy paints each flattering scene 
Where Beauty seems to dwell, nor once inquire 
Where is the sanction of eternal Truth, 
Or where the seal of «indeceitfui good, # 
To save yoor search from folly 1 Wanting these^^ 
liO I beauty withers in yodr void embrace. 
And with the glittering of an idiot's toy 

concerning it. Some pbiloaopbers assert an independent 
Had invariable law in nature, in consequence of whicii aii 
Mtional beinflfS mnst alike perceive beaulir in tf»me certain 
proportions, and deformity in tite coiiuary. And tbie ne*' 
cessity being supposed tlie same with that which commaMds 
the assent or dissent of the understandin?, it follows of 
course that Beauty is founded on ibe universal and un* 
changeable law of Truth. ' * 

but others there are, who believe Beauty to be merely a 
lelative and arbitrary tbins ; tbat hideid tf was a benevolenr 
proviiion in nature to annex so delightful a ^nsation^ 
those objects which are best and most ixTiect in themselves, 
tb;4t so we might be engaged to the choice of them at once, 
and without stayin*^ to infer their usefulness from their 
structure and etiects; hut that it is not impossiiile, in a 
physical sense, tbat two beings, of equal capacities for 
truth, should perceive, one of tbem beauty, and the oibef 
deformity, in the same proportions. And upon this suppo« 
aition, by that truth which is always connected with beauty, 
nothing more can be meant th<m the conformity of .my ob- 
ject to those proportions upon which, after careful exa- 
mination, |he beauty of tbat species is found to depend. 
Polycletns, for instance, a famous ancient sculptor, Arom 
an accurate mensuration of the several parts of tbe most 
perfect human bodies, deduced a canon or system of pro- 
poi lions, which was the rule of atl succeeding artists. 
Suppose a statue modelled according to this : a man of mere 
natural taste, upon looking at it, without entering iuto its 
proportions, confesses and admires its beauty: wbereas a 
professor of the art applies his measures to the head, tha 
iieck, or the hand; :ind, without attending; to its lieautj« 
|)||nottuces tht woikmansiiip to be jus V and true* « 
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Did fancy mock your vows. Nor let the glewi 

Of youthful hope that shines upon yonr hearts^ 

Be chUPd or clouded at tiiis awAil task^ 

To learn tlie lore of nndeceitful good, 

And Truth eternal. Though tlie poisonous chaims 

Of haleful superstition guide the feet * | 

©f servile nnmhers^ througtto dreary way 

To their abodes-through deserts, thams, and mire ; 

And leave the wretdied pilgrim all ftriom 

To muse at last, amid the ghostly gloom 

Of graves, and hoary vaults, and cloistered cells ; 

To vmlk with spectres throoj^ the nudn^btshadCyr 

And to the screaming owPs acu^nrsed song 

Attune the drea^l workings of his heart ; 

Yfet be not ye dismayed, A gentler star 

Your lovely search illumines. From tiie grova 

Where wisdom talk'd with her Athenian sons^ 

Could my ambitious hand entwine a wreath 

6f Plat A olive vrith the MsmtQan bay, 

Then shodld my powerftil verse at once dispel 

Those monkish horrors : then in hght divine 

Disclose the' Elysian prospect, where the stej>s 

Of those whom Nature diaruis, through t>looming 

walks, • 
Through fragrant inonntains and poetic streams^ 
Amid the train of sages, heroes, banls. 
Led by their winged Genius, and the choir 
Of laureli'd science and harmonious ^t, . 
Proceed exulting to thO'eternal shrine. 
Where Truth conspituons with her sister-twins^ 
The undivided partners of her sway, 
With Good and Beauty reigns. O let not ua^ 
Luird by luxurious Pleasure's languid strain. 
Or erottdiing ta the frowns of bigol-rage,. % 
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O let lift not a momeat pause to join 

That godlike band. And if the pradons Power 

Who firat awakened my uututor d song, 
Will to my invocation breathe anew 
The tuneful spirit then throngh all our patbs^^ 
Ne'er shall the sound of Ihk devoted lyre 
Be wantinf ; whettier on the rosy mead^ 
When snrnmer smUes, to wani the melting heait 
Of luxury's allurement ; whetlier firm 
Against the torrent and the stubborn hill 
To urge bold Virtue's unremitted fierve. 
And w^e thelstrong cUvitilty of sonl 
'Fhat conquers dmnce and ftte^ or whether straclb 
For sounds of triumph^ to proclaim her toils 
Upon the lofty summit, roifnd her brow 
To twine the wreatii of incorruptive praise f 
To trace her haUow*d light tliro&gb future worlda,. 
And bless Heaven's hnage In the heut of man- 
Thus with a faithful aim have we presum^d^ 
Adventurous, to delineate Nature's form ; 
Whetlier in vast, majestic pomp anay'd, 
Or dress'd for pleasing wonder, or seHrene 
In Beauty's rosy smile. It now remains. 
Through various being's fair-profwrtion^ scale. 
To trace the iisiiig lustre of her charms, * • 
From their first twilight, shining fbrtlratlengti> 
To full meridi^ splendour. Of degree 
The least and lowliest, in Ibe' eAisive warmflu 
Of colours miogliiig wHti a tandom bhuie, 
Doth Beauty dwell. Then higher in the line 
And variation of determined shape, 
Where Truth's eternal measures mark the hounti 
Of circle, cube, oic sphere* The third ascent 
Vnites this varied flQFttmetry of parls 
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With colour*^ bland alluremdnt ; as the pearl 

Stiiiies iu the concare of its azure bed, 

And painted ahelb kideiit tkeir speckled wreath. 

Then more attraelive rise the blooming forms' 

Tbroogli wliicli the breath of Natin e has iiiibs'd i 

Her geuial power, to draw with prei^nant veins 

Nutritious moisture from the bounteous eartl^ 

In fruit and seed prolific: thus the flowen 

Their purple honours nfith the Spruig resnme; 

And sndi the stately tree whidi Autumn bends • 

With bhishing treasures. But more loveiy stitt 

Is Nature's charm, where to the full consent 

Of complicated members, to the bloom 

Of colour^ and the vital change of growth, 

life's holy flame and fMercing sense are given, 

And active motion speaks the tempered soul: 

So moves the bird of Juno ; so the steed 

With rival ardour beats the dusty plainer i 

And faitiitul dogs with eager airs of joy 

Salute their fellows. Thus doth Beauty dwell 

There most conspicnous, ev'n in outward shape^ 

Where daw its the high expression of a mind: 

By steps conducting our enraptured search 

To tiiat eternal origin, whose»power« 

Through all the' unbounded symmetry of things, 

Like rays tffulging from the parent sun, 

Tliis endless mixture of her charn^^ii ditfusVl. 

Mind, mind alone, (bear witness eartli and Heaven !) ' 

The living fountains in itself contains 

Of beauteous und sublime : here hand in band, 

Sit paramount the G^ices *, here enthron'd^ 

Celestial Venus, with divinest airs, 

Invites I lie soul to ncver-tading joy. 

Look then abroad through natiue, to tiie range ^ 
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Of plaoets, sunsy and adanoantiiie splierepi • 
Wheeling nnshakcoi Mirongb the void immense; 

And speak, O man ! does thi^ capacious scene 

With half that kindling majesty dilate 

Thy strong conception, as when Brutus rose 

S^gwt from tlie stroke of deapr's iate % 

Amid tk» crowd of pfttxiois \ and bi^mn 

Aloft extending^ like eternal Jove 

When guilt brings down the thunder, call'd aloud ' 

On TuUy's nanie^ and shook his crimson steely * 

And bade the father of ids country, bail ! * 

For lol tbe Ityraat proatrate on Ifae dnst^ 

And Rome again is free t laaughtsoftir 

In all tbe dewy landscapes of the Spiing, 

In the brigbt eye of Hesper or the mom. 

In Nature^s fairest fonns, is aught so fair 

As virtuous friendship P as tbe candid bluslt 

Of him who strives with fertmie tio be jost? 

The gracefid tear that streams for otiiers* woes t 

Or the mild majesty of private life, 

Where Peace with ever-bloomin;^ olive crowns 

Tbe gate ; where Honour's liberal bands effuse 

Unenvied treasures, and the uiowy wings 

Of Innocence and Love protect the scene f 

Once more search, undismayed, the dark proibnad 

Where Nature w orks in secret j view the beds 

Of mineral treasure, and tlie' eternal vault 

That bounds tbe hoary ocean; trace the forms- 

Of atoms moving with incessant change 

Their elemental round ^ behold the seeds 

J- * 

7 Cicero himsifir describes this fact*-' Caesare inter fee 
<--statlm cmeiitum site exldllens SI. Brntas puglonem, CI* 
ceronem noniinafnn exdatiiavit. atque ri reettpenit«ni Utitt* 

VOL. I. • © 
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Of being, and tiie energy of life 
KindliDgltiie man with ^veMctife flaAie : 

Theii to the secrets of the working mind 

Attentive turn ; from dim oblivion call 

Her fleety ideal band ; and bid them, go I 

Break throngh ti^ie'a barrier, and overtake Itiehoiii^ 

That saw the'heavens creatad : then declam • 

tf anght were found in tfiose extdmal keener 

To move thy wonder now. For what are all 

Tfie forms which brute, unconseions matter weara^- 

Greatness of bulk, or symmetry of parts P 

Not reaching to the hearC, soon feeble groM^ 

The ^peifidalimpalfle \ dntt'their oharmt. 

And satiateiOM, and pdl'the languid eye. 

Not so the moral species, nor the po\vers 

Of genins and design ; the* ambitions mind 

There sees herself : by these congenial tbrmt 

Touched and awakeu'd, with inteosiiir act 

She bends eadi aer^e, and meditaite welt^IiatfdF 

Her featihres in Ifae miiror. Forofall 

The' inhabitants of earth, to man alone 

Creative Wisdom gave to lift his eye 

To Truth's eternal measures ; tli^nce to fnuM 

The sacred laws . of action and of will^ 

Discermng jastke from naequal deeds^ 

And temperance from lbliy# Bnt be^nd 

This energy of Troth, whose dictates bind 

Assenting reason, the benignant Sire, 

^o deck the honoured paths of just uid gooc^ 

Has added bi^t lD9i^[inatioa's rays : 

Where Virtue, rising from flie awful depth 

Of Truth's mysterious bosom®, dotli forsake 

6 According to tbe opinion of those, ivho nsaert moral 
ohligadon to be (oiuuted 9a ab UnmaUbis aaa uuiveryai 
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The unadorned Gonditioii of her birthy 
And dreM'd by Fancy in ten tiioiuaiul bQeHi 

Assumes a vaiious feature, to attract, 
With charms responsive to each gazer's eye^ 
The hearts of nueni* Amid his rural walk^ 
The' ing^ooous youth, whom iSolitude inspires 
With piuresttrishVifttai the peasivE shade * 
Beholds hermoTiog, liki a virpn-mnse 
. That wakes her lyre to some iiidulgeut Uieme 
Of harmony and wonder: while among 
The herd of sei^viie minds^ her strenuous form 
Indignant flashes on the rattiot'seye^ 
And through the jpoBs ofWmory appeab • 
To ancient honour, or in act serene, 
Yet watchAil^ raises the majestic sword 
Of public Power, from dark Ambition's readi • 
To guard the sacred volume of the laws. 

OenwofanrientOrefee! whoaefiuthfiil steps 
Well-pleased I ^llowy through the samd paths 
Of Nature and of Science; nurse divine 
Of all heroic deeds and fair desires ! 
O I let thfi breath of thy extended praise 
Inspire my kindling bDSom to the biei^t 
Of this untflonpted dieme. Nor be my ^ttom^ft 
Presumptuous counted, if amid the calm 
That soothes this vernal evening into smiles, 
I steal impatient from the sordid haunts 
Of Strife and low^mbition, to attend 
Thy sacred presence in the silvan sluvie, 
By their malignant footsteps ne*er proikn*d» 
Descend, propitious! to my favour*d eye ; 

law; and that wbkh is nsaaHy called the moral sensf, to be 
determined by the pecnliar temper of the imsglnfttton aud 
laa «trii€st aiasclaUoni of l(tM»* 
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Such ID thy w^D^ thy warm, exalted air, 

As when the Persian tyrant, foird and stung 

With shame and desperation, gnash'd his teetli 

To see thee rend the pageants of his throne \ 

And at the lightning of tiiy lifted spear 

Crouched like a slave. Bring all thy martid spoils^ 

Vhy pahfis, thy laurels, tby triuniphd songs, 

Thy smiling band of art, thy godlike sires 

Of civil wisdom, tliy heroic yonth 

Warm from tlie schools of glory, Gnide my way 

ThroHgh fair Lyceum's ^ walk, the green retreats 

Of Academns and the thymy vale, 

TNiere oft enehanted with Socratic sounds, 

liissiis ' ' pure devolv'd his tuneful stream 

In gentler murmurs. From the blooming store' 

Of these auspicious fields, may I unblam'd 

Transplant some living blossoms to adorn 

My naflve dime : while %r above the flight 

Of Fancy's plume aspiring, I mdock 

T.Tie springs of ancient wisdom ? while I join 

Thy name, thrice honoured ! with the' immortal praise 

Of Nature ; while to my compatriot youlb 

I point the high example of thy sons,. 

Aifl tdbe to Attic tlmnes tte British lyre. 

9 The Mbool of Arislof1e« 

10 The school of Piste. 

>i One of the rivers o0 which Athens was situated. 
Plsto» in some ctf his flnest dhilosnes^lsys the scent of the 
cottversitlon arlii Bocrates on its banks. 
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ARGL^MENT. 



T|ie sfpsratinn of the uorks of Imaglnttion from Fbila«o. 
pby, the cause of their abase among the modernt. 
Prospect of their re union under the inflaence of pnblic 
Liberty. Enumeration of accidental pleasures, which in- 
crease the effect of objects delightful to the Imagination. 
The pleasures of sense. Particular circumstances of the 
mind. Discovery of truth. Perception of contrivance 
and design. Emotion of the passions.. All the nataral 
passions partake of a pleasing sensation ; with the final 
cause of this constitution illustrated by an allegorical 
vision, and e^eiDpli^ed in aorrow, fity, tmtpi, lUfl in* 
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YiuBH shall ibe laurel and the vocal sldog 
Kesume tiieur honours? When shall yte behold 

^he tuneful tongue, the Promethean hand 
Aspire to ancient praise ? Alas ! how faint^ 
How slow the dawn of beauty and of truth 
Breaks the reluctant shades of gbtldc night 
Which yet involve t|ie nations! Long they groan*d 
Beneath the furies of rapacious force ; 
.Oft as the gloomy north, with iron-swarms 
Tempestuous poming from her frozen caves, 
Blasted the' Italian shore, and swept the works 
Of liberty and Wisdom down the |ulf 
Of alUdevondng night* As Ion;;: immur*d « 
In noon-tide darkness by the glimmering lamp, 
Each Muse and each fair Science pin d away 
'JThe sordid hours; while foul, barhnrian hands 
Their mysteries profan'd, nnstnmg the lyre, 
i^nd eh^Qd tl^ s<»^ufing pinion doiyn to e^^lb^ 
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At last the Muses rose and spurn'd their bonds. 

And, wildly-warbling, scatter'd, as they flew, 

Their blooming wreaths from fair Valdiisa*s jbower** 

To Arno's ^ myrtle border and the shore 

Of soft Partbenop^ 1 Bot still jthe rage 

Of dire ambition and gigantic pcfWer 

From public aims and I'rom the busy walk 

Of civil commerce, drove tiie bolder train 

Of penetrating Science to the cells, 

Where studious Ease consmnps the silent hour 

In shadoiB^^earofacfi and unfhiitfiil care. 

Thus from their guardians torn, the tender arts* 

« About tlie a«:e of Hagh Capet founder of the third 
race of French kings, the poetB of Provence were in hiuh 
repntatiou; a sort of strolling barda or rbapsodiats, who 
Avent about the courts of princes and noblemen, tnitTtaui- 
Ing tbem ai fesUv^H with oiutiic and poetry. Ibey ai- 
tempted both the e|>ic, ode, and mtire ; and abonudetf tii 
a Wild and fantastic vela of fable, partly allegoriciil, aod 
partly founded on traditionary legends of the Saracen wave. 
These were the riiiaiments of Italian poetry. But their 
taste and composition must have been extremely barbarous, 
as we may judge b^ those wbo folip^xd the turn of iheir 
Able In much poUter thiies ; sncli as Boiardo, Vcrnardo, 
Tasso, iH-iosto, dec. 

^ The famous retreat of Francisco Petraicha, the father 
of Italian poetry, aiid bis mistress L^nn, a iady of 
Avignon. 

9 The river which runs by Floreojce, the bii th place of 
Dantj^ and Boccaeto. 

• i Or N;iple8, tb« birtb.plice of Sannazaro. Xbe great 
Torquafo Ta^fio was born at Sarrento Iti tbe kingdom of 

Naples. 

^ This r/elates to the cruel wars among the republics of 
Italy, and abominable politics of its little princes, about 
the fifteenlli century. These at last. In flonjanctioa with 
tbe papal power, entirely extinguished the spirit of liberty 
ill that roiintry, and estab)i«jhed that abiise of the flde aflS 
which hiis been since propagated over ail Europe. 

Nor were I hey only lobcrs by the separation. For 
' Philosophy itself, (i« use the words of u noble pliilosci- 
phtr) being tbus severed by tbe spiighliy arts aud sciences. 
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Of mimic fancy aiid haimonious joy, 

To priestly domination and the lust 

Of lawless courts, their amiable toil 

For three inglorioiis ages have resigned. 

In vain reluctant: and Torquato's longne 

Was tnn'd for slavish pseans at the throne 

Of tinsel pomp : and Raphaers magii: hand 

Eftus'd its fair creation to encliant 

The fond adoring herd, in Latian ftnes, 

To bifaid- belief ; while on their prostrate necks 

The sable tyrant plants his heel secure. 

But now, behold ! the radiant era dawns, 

When freedom's ample fabric, fix'd at length 

For endless years on Albion*« happy shore 

In full proportion, once more shall extend 

To all the kindred powers of social bliss 

A common mansion, a parental roof. 

Tiicre sluUl the Virtues, there shall Wisdom's train, 

muft consequently grow dronish, insipid, pedantic, nseless, 
and directly opposite to the real knowledge ami practice of 
tlji- world.* Iijgomucli that * si gentleman, (buys anutlur 
excflleut writer) cannot easily bring himself to like so 
austere and untzainly a form : so greatly is it changed from 
wbal wag Alice the delight of tbe auest gentlctneu of aor 
liqiiity, airai tlteir recreation after the hurry of piiblk; 
aRairs!' From Ibis condition it cannot be rerovered but 
by uniting it once more with the works of imagination ; 
and we have had the pleasure of observing a very great 
progress wade towards their union in England within thes«; 
few years. It is bardly posslAe to conceite them at a 
greater ilistanre Uom each other than at the Revolution, 
when Locke stood at tbe head of one party, and Oryden of 
the other. But the general spirit of Jlberly, which has 
ev^r since been growing, naturally invited our men of wit 
and gfcnius to improve thai intlueuce which ihe aris of per- 
saasion gave them wilb the people, by applying ibem to 
sobjects of importance to society. Tbos poetry and eto* 
qnence became considerable; and philosophy is now of 
rourse obliged to borrow of their emhe|Ufthmeuts, ia ordej; 
.even to g^ltt audience with tlie pabiic. « 
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Their long-lost friends rejoiuing, as of old, 
Embrace the smiling family of Arts, 
The Muses and the Graces, Then no moie 
Shall Vice, distracting their delicioos gifts 
To aims at^hoir'dy vntb high <btaftte and acon^ 
Torn from tlieir charms the philosopliic ey«, 
The patriot-bosom ; then no more the paths 
Of public care or intellectual toil, 
Alone by footsteps haughty and severe 
Jn gloomy statie be trod:: the* harmoiii0mi Miu^ 
And her persuariTe sistefs ahen shall plant ' 
Thenr ahellering laurels o'er the bleak ascent^ 
And scatter flowers along tiie rugged way. 
Arra'd with tlie lyre, already have we dar'd 
To pierce divine Philosophy*a retreats. 
And teach the Muse her lore ; ahrefldy strove 
Their long-divided hononra to unite, 
While tempering this deep argument we sang 
Of Truth and Beauty. Now the same glad tasjjjc: 
Impends ; now urging our ambitious toil. 
We hasten to recount tlie various springs 
Of adventitious pleasure, ^hich adjoip 
Their grat^ uiflnence to the prime effeet 
Of objects grand or beauteous, and enlarge 
The complicated joy. Tlie sweets of sense, 
Do tiiey not oft with kind accession flow. 
To raise harmonious Fancy's native charm? 
Bo while we taste the Ibgrance of the rose, 
Olows not her blnsh tlie fiilrer? While we view 
Amid the noontide walk a limpid rill 
Gush through the tricklin<^ herbage, to the tlurst 
Of summer yielding the delicious draught 
Of cod refreshment; o'er the mossy brink 
Shin^ not the surface clearer, and the wtvea 
)Fitb4We^|qr mas^c murn^ur as tliey tlow/ 
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Nor tliis alone ; the various lot of life 
Oft from external circumstance assumes 
A momei^s dispositkm to r^oice 
In tfiose defightv which at a different honr 
Wdnld pass unheeded. Fair the face of Spring, 
"When rural songs and odours wake the morn, 
To every eye j but how much more to his 
Bound whom the bed of sickness long diffiift'4 
Its melaneholy gloom i l|Ow doubly A^r, 
Vn»m flfst with fresh'bom vigoiir lie inhales 
The balmy breeze, and feels the blessed sun 
IVarm at his bosom, from the springs of life 
Chasing oppressive damps and languid pain ! 

Or shall I mention, where celestial Truth 
JSer awful light discloses, to be»tow 
A more majestie pomp on Beauty*s frame f 
For man loves knowledge, and the beams of Truth 
More welcome touch his understanding's eye. 
Than all the blandishments of sound his ear. 
Than all of taste his Umgne. Nor ever yet 
The melting rainbow's vernfld-tinctnt'd hues 
To me have shone so pleasing, as when first 
The hand of Science pointed out the path 
In which the sun-beams gleaming from the west 
Fall on the watery cloud, whose darksome veil 
Involves the orient; ^nd that trickling shower 
Piercing through every ciystalline convex 
Of clttstering dew-drops to their flight oppos*(jl, 
Recoil at length where concave all behind 
The' internal surface of each glassy orb 
Repels their forward passage into air ; 
That thence direct they seek tlie radiant goal 
From which their course began ; and, as thqf strike 
Xp different lines the gazei s obvious eye, 
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Assume a different lustre, through the brede 
Of colours changins^ from the splendid rose 
To the pale violejt's dejected hue. 

Or shall we touch that kind access of joy^ 
That springs to each ftir object, white we trace 
ThroQgh all its fabric, Wisdom's artfhl aim 
Disposing every part, and gaining still 
By means proportioned her benignant end ? 
Speak ye, the pure delight, whose favoured steps 
The lamp of Science through the jealous m^ze 
Of Natnrc guides, when haply you reveal 
Her secret honours : whether in the sky, 
The beauteous laws of light, the centi*al powers 
That wheel the pensile planets round the year^ 
Whether in wonders of the roiling deep. 
Or the rich firuits of all-snstaining earth, 
Qr fine-adjured springs of lift and sense« 
Ye scan the counsels of their Author's hand. 

What, when to raise the meditated scene, 
The iiame of passion, tlu*ough thie struggling sojiii 
Deep-kindled, shows across that sudden blaze 
The object of its r^ptnre, vast of sueCi 
Witfi fiercer colours and a night of shade? 
What? like a storm trom then* capacious bed 
The sounding seas overwhelming, when the might 
Of these eruptions, working from the depth 
Of man's strong apprehens/on, shakes his frame 
EvYi to the Jiiase ; fipm every naked sense 
Of pain or pleasure dissipating aU 
Opinion's feeble coverings, and the veil 
Spun from the cobweb fashion of the times 
To hide the feeling heart P Then Nature speaki| 
Her genuine language, and the words of men^ 
P'lZ with the very motion of tbeyr soalii 
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Declare with wliat accumulated force*, 
Ttie' impetaous uerve of passion urges on 
The native weight and energy of things. * 
Yet more : hmt hononrs where nor Beauty Glaini9|) 
Nor shQws of good the thirsty sense allare, 
From passion's power alone our nature holds 
Essential pleasure 7. Passion's fierce illapse 
Rouses the mind's whole fabric ; with suppiiet 
Of daily impnbe keeps the* elastic powers 
Intensely pois'd, and polishes anew 
By that collision all the fine machine : 
Else rust would rise, and foulness, by degrees 
Encumbering, choke at last what heaven designed 
For ceaseless motion and a round of toil. 
—Bat say, does every passion^ thosr to man 
Administer delight ? Tliat name indeed 
Becomes the rosy breath of love; becomes 
The radiant smiles of joy, tlie' applauding hand 
Of admiration : but the hitter shower 
That sorrow sheds upon a brother's grave; 

« 

7 This very mysterious kind of pleasare, wbich' ti often 
Ibvnd iD th^ eierelse of |nusloii»seiimlly coaaM palofnl^ 
lits beea taken notice of by sevend authors, tucretios 
resolves it Into self-love t ^ 

Suave mari magna, Szc. lib. it. 1. 
As if a man wa» never pleased in being moved at the dis-. 
tress of a trasedy, without a cool reflection that though 
these flctltloas perBoniges were so onhappy, yel he bhmerf 
was perfectly at ease and in safety. The ingenioos author 
of the * Uetlections Critiques sur la Poesie et sur la Pein- 
turc/ accounts for it by the general delight which the 
mind takes in its own activity, and the abhorrence it feels 
of an indolent and iuattenllve stale ; and this, ^Ined with 
Ibe moral approbation of its own temper, Whichjittends 
these emotions when nitoral and Just, is certainly the true 
foundation of the pleasure, which, as it is the origin and 
basis of tragedy and epic^ deserved a very paiticiilur cone, 
si^craiiou in thb poem* 
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But the dumb palsy of nocturnal fear. 

Or those consuming fires that gnaw the heart 

Of panting indignation, find there 

To inoTe deligh^?-^Tben lkit«B whUe nqr tongse 

The' QDalter'd ivili of Heaven with fiutfaad jMve 

Reveals ; what old Harmodius wont to teach 

My early age ; Harmodius, who had weigli'd 

Within his iewmed mind whatever the soboola 

Of Wisdom, or May lonely-whispering voice^ 

O fidtiifid Native! dictste of the laws 

Which govern attd support this mighty frame 

Of universal being. Oft the hours 

From morn to eve have stoPn unmark'd away^ 

While mute attention hung upon his lipa. 

As thus tibe sage his aiwfttl tale began: 

^ Twas in the win&igs of an ancient woo^ 
When qpotless youth with solitude resigns 
To sweet philosophy the studious day, 
AVlmt time pale Autumn shades the silent eve, « 
Musing I rov'd. Of good and evil nmdi, 
And much of mortal man my thonglit revolved ; 
When slartiug foil on l^fincy^s gashing eye 
The mournful image of Farthenia's fate, 
That hour, O long belov'd and long deplor'd ! 
When blooming youth^ nor gentlest wisdom's arts. 
Nor Hymen's hononrs gather'd for tliy brow^ 
* Nor all tiiy lover^s^ all thy iatber^s tears 
A vaird to snatch thee firom the emel grave ; 
Thy £^ouizing looks, thy last farewell, 
Struck to the inmost feeling of my soul 
As with the hand of Death, At once the shade 
More horrid nodded o'er , and the winds 
Witbhoamrmnrnmringshooktiie brandies* D^rk 
As midnight storms^ the scene of human thinj^s 
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Appeared before me ; deserts, burning sands, 

Where the parch'd adder dies ; the frozen floutb|? 

And desolation blasting all the west 

With tapine and with miifder : tyraitpower 

Here sitB enthroned with blood ; th^ batefU chaipmt 

Oif superstition tiiere infect the skies, 

And turn the sun to horror. " Grracious Heaveaf 

What is the life of man? Or cannot these, 

Not these portents thy awful will sufiice? 

That, piopagaled thus beyond theur scope^ 

Hiey r&e to act their arocAties- anew 

In ray afflicted bosom, thus decreed 

The universal sen^^itive of pain, 

Tlie wretched heir of evils not its own!" 

^ Thus I imptilieDt^' when, at once efiWd, 
A flashing torrent cf celestial day 
Burst tiirough the shadowy void^ WithslowdeseeiMI 
A purple cloud came floating tluongh the sky, 
And poisM at length within the circling trees. 
Hung obvious to my view \ • till opening wide 
its lucid orb| a more ten human form 
Emerging leaned ro%|estic o^er my head, 
And instant thunder shook the conscious grofe. 
Then melted into air the liquid cloud, 
And all the shining vision stood reveai'd. 
A wreatii of palm his ample forehead bound. 
And o'er*his shouktery mantling to his IstteOi^ 
Flow'd the tran^aiMt irob% around Us waist 
Collected witli a radiant zone of gold 
Ethereal : tliere in mystic signs engraved, 
I read his office high and sacred name, 
* Genius of homan-klndr Appiard, I gaz'd 
The godlike pnes^oe \ fbr athwart his brow 
DisftoMUiei tempei^d widi a mBd conc^^ 
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Lrook'd down reluctant on me, and his words 
Like distant thunders broke the murmuring air: 

Vain are tliy thoughts, O child of mortal birtlil 
And impotent tliy tongue. Is tkiy shor t spaa 
Capacious of this uniTersal ftame? 
Thy wisdom all-safficient i Thou, alas t 
Dost thou aspire to judge between the Lord 
Of Nature and his works? to lift thy voice. . ; 
Against the sovereign order he decreed, 
All good and lovely ? to blaspheme the bands 
Of tenderness imiate and social love. 
Holiest of things 1 by 'whidi the genecal orb 
Of being, as by adamantine links, 
Was drawn to peifect union and sustained 
From everlasting? Hast thou felt the pangs 
Of softening sorrow, of indignant seal 
,60 grievons to the son!, as thence to wish 
Tlie ties of nature broken from tliy frame ; 
That so thy selfish^ unrelenting heart 
Might cease to mourn its lot, no longer then 
The wretched heir of evils not its own ? 
O fiiir bedevolencMif |j^eroas,mindsl 

0 mm by Nature form'd for alt mankind P 

* He spoke; abash'd and silent I remained, 
As conscious of my tongue*s offence, and aw'd 
Before his presence, though my secret soul 
Disdain'd the imputation. On the ground 

1 fix'd my eyes) till from hist ftiiy ^n^^h 

He stoop'd sublime, and touching with bis hand 
My dazzling forehead, " Raise tliy sight, (he cried^ 
And let thy sense convince thy erring tongue.* 

^ I look'd, and lo ! «the formes scene was chang'd > 
For verdant alleys and surrounding trets, 
A solitary prospect, wid# and wild. 
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l^iish'd OD my senses. 'Twas m horrid pile 
O^' hiUi with many a sh aggy forest mix'di 
y^ith many ^ aaUe icliff and gUttering atreanu 
Aloft recumbent o'er the hahgiug ridge, [springs 
Tiie brown woods wav'd; while ever- trickling 
Wash'd from tiie naked roots of oak and pine 
The crmubliog ^il ; and ^till at eyery fall 
Down steep windings of the x^tnuiel^d rock^ 
Remuraiuring msh'd the congregated floods 
WfUi hoarser inundation ; till at last 
They reacU'd a grassy plain^ which from the skirts 
Of that high desert spread her veidant lap, 
And drank the gushing moisture, where confin'd 

In one sipootb current,^ o*0r jtbe Uiied vale 
Cleaver than glass it i)ow*d. Antinnnal spoils 
Luxuriant spreading to the ray3 of mom, 
Blush'd o'er the cliffs, whose half-encircUug moujod 
As in a silyan theatre inclosed 
That flowery Jleyel. Qn tlie river*s brink 
I spied a fiur payili^n^ which diffused 
Its floating umhi^ff^ mid the silver shade 
Of osiers. Now die western sun reveal'd 
Between tvo parting eliffs his golden orb, 
And ppuyd across the shadow of the hills, 
Pn rpcks and floods^ a yellow stream of Ugbt 
TltttcbeQc'd.ttiefolenmsce^ My Ustening powers 
Were aw'd,' and every thought in silence linng^ 
And wondering expectation. Then the voice * 
Of that celestial power, the mystic show 
Declaring, thus my deep attention call'd i 

* Inhabitant of earth ^, to whom is given 

* The account of tike economT of iirovidence fa ere in- 
troduced, as the most proper io calm and saiUfy the tniD4 
IV hen under Uk t;oioaun€Uof 'c(f private ^Ui« icjemf 
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The gtacipns vmys of Providence to learn^ 
Receive niy sayings with a stedfast ear — 
Know then, the Sovereign Spirit of Die world^ 

Ttiough, self-collected ifrom eternal time, 

b»ve come originally from the Pjrtbagoieaii scboul . but of 

the aaeleut phnos'^phers, Plato has most' larsicly ii)si$te(| . 
upon it, has established it witli all Hie st(f*iigth of hib ca- 
pacious understanding, and ennobled it wiih ali the maam- 
Hifience of bis divine iinaginatiou. lie lias one passage so 
full find clear on this bead, that 1 am permdeil the' reader 
will be pleased to see It here, tboogb eomewliat loDf. 
dfessijiir himself to snch as are not satisfied cooceinins; di- 
vine providcnrc : * Tne Beiw? who preiidts over the whole,* 
(says he) * has djs|)osed and conipiicaied all thinsfe for i he 
happiness and virttie of ihe wliole, every part pf wliich^ 
according to the exttut of lis influence, dors and suffers 
what is At and proper. One of these parts is yours, O nil- 
happy man. which tboiuih in itself most iucousMtraMe antt 
minute, yet Dcinj; tonnecfed with ihe universe, ever seeks 
to co-operate uiili that supreme order. You in itie mean- 
lime are ignorant uf the veiy end lorwhl'*h all particnlarna- 
tures art lironght into exisience, thai the all-t-omprehentl* 
ing nstore of tbjt whole may pei feet and happy; exist- 
ioK, as it does, not for your sake, hut tbe cause and reason 
.of your existence, which as in the symmetry of every ar- 
liftcial work, mu^t of necessity concur wiih the (general de- 
sign of the arli»t, and lie subservient to the wbolt of which 
IS a part. Your complaint therefore is iiiikoiaut and 
groundless ; since, aeeording to |be various fttiergy <»f erea- 
Sou, juid the coDinioh laws of uj^iture. tt ere is a constant 
provision of that which is best at tbe same time lor you 
and for the whole. For the governing iiitelligence clearly 
^ehuldini^ all the aciiooH of aiiimaled and self-mavin*: crea- 
tnres, and that mixttue of good and evil which divtrsiftea 
tbism. Considered first of all by what disposition Of things, 
fdhd i^hat sltiiatio|i of oaiiib individual In the general 
'system, vice might be depressed and subdued, and virtue 
made secure of victory and happiness wifli the greatest faci- 
lity and in ihe hiuhest degree |)osBible : in this manuer he 
brdeied through ihe tutire circle of being, the internal con- 
stiiutiou of eveiy mind, where sh<»uld be its staUon in the 
nni versa! Ubric^ and through w^at v|friety of eircnmsiances 
|t sHtenId proceed in tbo whole teftoor of its exisience.' I4e 
l?oe? 011 in his sublime manner to assert a tutu re state of re- ' 
^ibuiioa; ^' as well lor tttose who, by the exercise of good 
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Within his own deep essence he beheld 



- ^- ^^^^^^^ •^».g.JI«.J UIVJIIIU 

To spnead around him that primeval joy 

Wliich fill'd himself, he raised his plastic arm. 

And sounded through tlie hollow depth of space 

The strong, creative mandate. Stntigbt arose 

These heavenly orbs, the glad abodes of Kfe 

Efibsive kindled by his breath divine 

Tlirough endkss forms of being. Each inhal'd 

From him ita portion of the vital flame. 

In measure gnch, that, from the wide complex 

Of coexistent orders, one might rise. 

One order ^, all-involving and entire. 

He too beholding, in the sacred light • 

Of his essential reason, all the shapes 

Of swift contingence, all successive ties 

Of action pjcppagated tbrongli the sum * 

Of possible e;dst^iee, be at onee, 

Down the long series of eventful time. 

So fix*d the dates of being, so dispos'cP 

dispositions being baimoDlsed and aiBimilatfd Into flie dl 

vim- virtue, are consequently removed to a place of nn- 
blemished saricrity and Imppiness; as of those u ho l>y the 
inosi flagitious arls have risen from com tempti file bJein- 
ninfs to the grealesr affluence and power, and whom von 
therefore look npoiias ansnawersble iastances of neffiigeiicc 
in ihe gods, because yon are ijfuoraut of the purposes to 
which fiiey are ^Ml^8ervient, and m what manner tbey con- 
trthiite to that supreme infbution of good to Ihe Mole* 
Plato de Leg. x. id. 

This theory has been delivered of late, especially ahroad 
In a manner which subverts toe l^dom of human actimis • 
Whejeas Plato apprars vei^r osrefttl to-preserve it, and bat 
been in that rfspect imitated by Ihe birst of his foUnweii. 

panim Antoninns^ aii4lheCharactcristi€«i 
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To every Uf iog soul of every kind 
The field of motion and the honr of rest 
That all conspif d to his supreme design. 

To universal good ; with full accord 
Answering the mighty model he had chos'n, 
The best and £iiirest *° of unnumber'd worlds 
That lay from everlasting in the store • 
Of his ^vine conceptions. Nor content. 
By one exertion of creative power 
His goodness to reveal ; through every age, 
. Through every moment up the tract of timei 
His parent'hand with ever-new increase 
Of happiness and virtue has adom'd 
The vast harmonious frame : his parent-band. 
From the mule shell-fish gasping on the shore, 
To men, to angels, to celestial minds 
For ever leads the generations on 
To higher Menes of being ; while supplied 
From day to day with his enlivening breads, 
Inferior orders in succession rise 
To fill the void below. As flame ascends 

'0 This opiuion is so old, that Timacns Locrns calU Ihe So- 
preme Hfiiig * J>)fxiHfyof ^*XT»oy^, the artiflcer of that 
viinvb is best;' aitd represeuts him as resolving in the be- 
giiiiiiiig to produce the moat^cetlent woik. and ss copy« 
tag the world most exactly from bis own intelligible and es* 
aeiitial idea; * so that it yet remains, as it was at lirst, per- 
fect in beauty, and will never stand in need of any correc- 
tion or improvement/ There can be no room for a caution 
lierc, to undei stand the expressions, not of any particular 
circumstuuces of hnman life separately considered* Iwt of 
the sum or universal system of life and being, 3ce also the 
vision at the end of tbe Theodlces of Leibnlts. 

H Tbls opinion* Iboagli nst Md by Plalo» nor atiy of the 
ancients, is yei a very nataral consequctice of bis princi- 
ples. But tbe disqnlsitioft is too coiuplox and e&t^aiive to 
b« enitred upon here* 
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As bodies to their proper centre move, 
As tlie pois'd ocean to the' attracting moon 
Obedient swells, and every headlong stream 
Devolves its windine waters to tiie Biain ; 
So all things which%ive life aspire to God^ 
The sun of being, boundless, unimpaired, 
Centre of souls ! Nor does the faithful voice 
Of Nature cease to prompt their eager steps 
Aright ; nor is the care of Heaven withheld 
From gnrnting to the task proportioned aid ; 
Hiat in their stations all may persevere 
To climb the' ascent of being, and approach 
For ever nearer to the life divine. — 

That rocky pile thou seest^ that verdant lawn 
Fresh-water'd from the moontams, Letthescentf 
P^t in thy fancy the primeval seat 
Of man, and where the Will Snpremc ordain'd 
His mansion, that pavilion fair-diifiis'd 
Along the shady brink ; in this recess 
To wear the' appointed season of his youth. 
Tilt riper hours should open to his toil 
The h^ commonion of su|lerior minds, 
Of consecrated lieroes and of gods. 
Nor did the Sire Omnipotent forget 
His tender bloom to cherish : nor withheld * 
Celestial footstepafrdm his green abode» 
Oft from the ra^Kant hom>or8 of his throne, 
He sent whom most he lov*d, the sovereign fimy 
The effluence of his glory, whom he placed 
Before his eyes for ever to behold ; 
The goddess from whose inspiration flows 
The toil of patriots, the deUght of friends: 
Without whose work divme, in heaven or earthy 
Kougbt lovely, nought (propitious comes to pass^ 
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Nor hope, nor praise, nor honour. Her the Site 
Gave it hi charge to rear the blooming mind^' 
The folded poweis to open, to direct 
The growth laxmiaot of his vAung desires. 
And from the laws of tliisliis^stic world 
To teach him what was good. As thus tlie uympb 
Her daily care attended, by her side 
Witli constant steps her gay companion stay'd, 
The fair Enphrosyne, the gentle queen * 
Of smites, and gi acdtil gladness, and delists 
That cheer alike the hearts of mortal men 
And powers immortal. See the shining pair ! 
Behold, where from his dwelling now disclos'd 
They quit their youthfh] ehaTgeimd seek the skies." 

* I look'd, and on the flowery tttrf thei« stood 
Between two ladiaiit fbrms a smiting yonth 
Whose tender cheeks dispiay'd the vernal flower 
Of beauty ; sweetest innocence iiium'd 
His bashful eyes, and on his polish'd brow 
Sate young simplicity. With fond regard 
He view'd the' associates, as their steps they mov'd ; 
The yoanger dnef his ardent c^es detain*d, 
With niiid regret invoking her return. 
Bright as the star of evening she appear*d 
Amid the dusky scene. Eternal youth 
O'er all her form its glowing honours breath'd; 
And smiles eternal from her candid eyes 
Flowed, like the dewy lustre of the mom 
Effusive trembling on the placid waves. 
The Spring of Heaven had shed its blushing spoils 
To bind her sable tresses : full diffused 
Her yellow mantle floated in the breeze y 
And in her hand she wav'd a Kving bnmeb 
Ridi with immortal firuitS| of power to calm" 
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^he wrathful hearty and from the brightening eyes 
To chase the cloud of sadness. More sublime 
The heavenly partner mov'd. The prime of age 
Composed her steps. The .presence of a god, 
Hi^h the circle of her brow entfaron'd^ 
From eadi msyestic inotion darted awe. 
Devoted awe ! till, cherish'd by her looks 
Benevolent and meek, confiding love 
To filial rapture softened all tlie souL 
Free in her graceful hand she pois'd the sword 
Of diaste dominion* An heroic crown 
Disphjr^j the oId.simp]icity of pomp 
Around her honoured head. A matron's robe, 
White as the sunshine streams tlirougli vernal cioud$> . 
Her stately form invested. Hand in hand 
The* immortal pair forsook the' enameld green^ 
Ascending slowly. Rays of limpid light [beard, 
Gleam'd ronnd their path; celestial sounds were 
And tlirough the fi-agrant air ethereal dews 
Distill'd around them ; till at once the clouds 
Disparting wide in midway sky, withdrew 
Their airy veili and left a bright expanse 
Of cmpyri^ name, Avliere spent and dcown'dy 
Afflicted vision plung'd in vain to scan 
What object it involved. My feeble eye* 
Endured not. Bending down to earth I stood^ 
With dumb attention. Soon a female voice, 
As watery mnrmurSj^weet, or warbling shades. 
With sacred invocation thus began : 

Father of gods and mortals ! whose right arm 
With reins eternal guides tlie moving heavens, 
Bend thy propitious ear. Behold weU-pleas'd 
i seek to finish thy divine decreet 
With frequent steps I visit yonder seat 
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Of man, tby offspring: from the tender seeda 
Of justice and of wisdom^ to evolve 
The latent bonoors of his generous frame; 
TiU thy condttcting hand shall raise bis lot 
From eardi's dim sc^e to these eth^mal wafks. 
The temple of thy glory. But not me, 
Not my directing voice he oft requires, 
Or hears delighted : this enchanting maid. 
The* associate thOu hast given me^ her alone 
He loves, O Fattier ! abmsnt, her he craves 
And but for her glad presfence ever join'd, 
Rejoices Hot in mine : that all my hopes 
This thy benignant purf^ose to fulfil, 
I deem uncertain : and my daily cares 
l&nfrnitAd all and vam^ nnlefe by thee 
Still Airther aided in ttie work cKvine.*^ 

* She ceas'd a voice more awful thus replied j 
^ O thou ! in whom for ever I delight, 
Fairer than all the' inhabitants of Heaven^* 
Best image of thy Aothorl far from thee 
Be disappointment, or distaste, or blame 
Who soon Of late shalt every work fiilffly 
And no resistance find. If man reflise 
To hearken td tliy dictates; or^ allur'd' 
By meaner joys, to any other power 
Transfer the hononrs dae to thee alone j 
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Tliat power in whom delighteth ne*er behold. 
Go then, once more, and happy be thy toil ; 
Go then ! but let not this thy smiling friend 
Partake thy footsteps. In iier stead, behold! 
Willi thee the son of Nemesis I send ; 
The fiend abhorred ! whose vengeance takes accdmif 
Of sacred order's violated laws. 



Book 2. 



iMxnnkTian: 



See where he calls thee, burning to- be gone, 

Fierce to exhaust the tempest of his wrath 

On yon devoted head* But thou, my child, 

Control his eniel fttsay^ and protect 

Thy tesder charge ; tbat when despair sball grasp 

His agonizing bosom, he may learn, 

Then he may learn to love the gracious hand 

Alone sufficient in the hour of ill, 

To aave his feeble spirit ; then confers 

Thy gennine honours^ O excelling faor I 

When idl the plagues that wait the deadly will 

Of this avenging demon, all the storms 

Of night infernal, serve but to display 

The energy of thy superior charms * 

With mildest awe trmmpbant o'er liis rage^ 

And diining olearar in the horrid gloom."* 

' Here ceas'd dmt awftal voice, and soon I felt* 
The cloudy curtain of refreshing eve 
Was closed once more, from tiiat immortal fire 
Sheltering my eye-lids. Looking up, I view'd 
A vast gigantic spectre striding on 
Through nmrmnring thnndersaida vraste of elands,* 
With dreadful action. Black as night, his brow 
Relentless frowns involved. His savage limbs ♦ 
With sharp impatience violent he writli'd, 
As through convulsive anguish ; and his band, 
Ami*d with a scorpion-lash, foil oft he rai^d 
In madness to his bosom ; while his eyes 
Rain*d bitter tears, and bellowing loud he shook 
The void witli horror. Siknt by his side 
The virgin came. No discomposure stirr'd 
Her features. From the glooms which hung around. 
No stain of darkness mingled virith the beam 
Of Iier divine efltilgence« Now tbey s«lop 
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Upon the river- bank ; add now to liail 

His wonted guests, witli eager steps advanc*d 

The unsuspecting inmate of tlie shade. 

^ As when a ianibh'd woif^- that all night long 
Had rang'd the Alpine snows, by chance mortf 
Sees from a cliff iDcambeBt o'er the smoke 
Of some lone village, a neglected kid 
That strays along the wild for herb or Spring ; 
Down from the winding ridge he sweeps amain. 
And thinks be tears him: so with tenfold ragey 
Tbe monster sprung remorseless on his prey. 
Amaz'd the stiipling stood : with panting bveaat 
Feebly he pour'd the lamentable wail 
Of helpless consteiiiation, struck at once, 
And rooted to the ground. The queen belield 
His terror, and with looks .of tenderest care 
AdVaifc^d to save bim« Soon the tyrant felt 
Her awful power. His keen tempestuous arm 
Hung nerveless, nor descended where his rage 
Had aim'd the deadly blow : then dumb retired 
With sullen rancour. Lol tlie sovereign-maid 
Folds with a mother's arms the fainting boy, 
TiU life rekindles in his rosy cheek ; [tongue i 
Then grasps his hands, and cheers him witli her 
O wake tliee, rouse thy spirit! Shall the spite 
Of yon tormentor tims appal thy hear^ 
While I, thy friend and ginirdian, am at hand 
To rescue and to heal? O let thy soul 
Remember, what the will of Heaven ordaios 
Is ever good for all ; and if for all ; 
Then good for thee. Nor only by the warmth 
And soothing aunshine of delightful things, 
Do minds grow up and flourish* Oft misled 
By that biwd Jight the young unpractised vievrs 
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Of reason watider, through a fatal roaJ| 
Far from ttieir native aim : as if to lie 
Inglorious in the fragrant shade, and vmt 
The soft access of ever-4:irclteg joys. 
Were all the end of being. Ask tbyselfy 
This pleasing error did it never hill 
Thy wishes ? Has thy constant heart refused 
.The silken fetters or delicious ease ? 
Or when ipriae Enphrosyn6 appeared 
Withm this dvfpelling, did not thy desires 
Hang far below the measure of thy fate, 
Which I reveard before thee? and thy eyes. 
Impatient of my counsels, turn away 
To drink the soft effusion of her smiles i 
Know tU^n, for this the everl^ting Sire 
Deprives thee of her pfiesence ; and instead^ 
O wise and still benevolent ! ordains • 
This horrid visage hither to pursue 
My steps; that so tliy nature may discern 
Its* real goody and what alone can save 
Tby feeble spirit in this hour of ill 
From folly and despair. O yet beloVd f 
Let not this headlong terror quite overwhelm 
Thy scatter'd powers ; nor fatal deem the rage^ 
Of this tormentor, nor his proud assault. 
While I am here to vindicate th^toil^ 
AboTO the generous question of thy arm. 
Brave by tliy fears and in thy weakness strongs 
This hour he triumplis : but confront his might, 
And dare him to the combat, then with ease 
Disarmed and queU'd| his fierceness he resign» - 
To bondage %nd to scorn : .while thus inur'd- 
By watcbfiil danger, by unceasing toil, 
l^e* immortal min(^ superior io iiis fatejr 
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Amid the outrage of external things. 
Firm as the solid base of this great vrorld, 
Kests on bi& own foundations. Biow^ ye wiiuU I 
Ye Waves 1 ye thondml roU your tempest on ; 
Shake, ye old piUars of the marUe sky ! 
Till all its orbs and M its worlds of fire 
Be loosened from tlieir seats ; yet still serene, 
The unconqiier'd mind looks down upon the wreck^ 
And ever stronger as the storms advan^. 
Firm through the closing niin holdsiUs wqry 
Where nature ^alls him to Ike destined goal * 

* So spake the goddess; while through all her frame 
Celestial raptures flowed, in every word, 
In every motion kindling warmth divine 
To seize who listen'd* Vehement and sWift 
As lightning fires tfie aromatic shade 
In JBtbiopian fields, the stripling felt 
Her inspiration catch his fervid soul, 
And starting from his languor thus exclaimed : 

Then let the trial come ! and witness thon^ 
If terror be upon me ; if I shrink 
To meet the storm^ or fidter in my strength 
When4iardest it besets me* Do not think 
That I am fearful and infirm of soul, 
As late tliy eyes beheld : for thou hastchang'^ 
My nature; tiiy aommanding voice has wak'd 
My languid powers to bear me boldly on. 
Where'er the vrill divine my path otdaina 
Through toil or peril : only do not thou 
Forsake me ; O be thou for ever near, » t 
That I may listen to thy sacred voice, 
And guide by thy decrees my constant feetr 
But say, for ever are my eyes bereft? • 
Say, shall the fair Eophrosyn^not omso 
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Appear again to charm me ? Thou, in HeaveOy 
O thoa eternal arbiter of things ! 
Be thy gi^ biddiiig done: for who am 
To question thy appouitnient i het the &mnm 
Of this avenger every morn o'ercast 
The cheerfhl dawn, and every evening damp * 
With double night my dwelling ; I will learn 
To hail them both, and nnrepining bear 
Bis hatefbl presence : bnl permit mgr tongue 
One glad request, md if my deeds lAay £^d 
Thy awful eye propitious, O restore * 
The rosy-featur'd maid ; again to cheer • 
This lonely seaW and bless me with her smiles." 
' ^ Hespoke ; when instant through the sable glooms 
Wt A which that iiiiriaas {Msence 1^ 
IThe ambient air, a flood of radiance came 
Swift as Uie lightning flash ; the melting clouds 
Flew diverse, and amid the blue serene 
£uphrpsyn6 appeared. With sprightly step 
The njfmi^h aHgbted on the* irrignmia lawn^ 
i^Lod ta ji^r Wondering au4ience thns began : 
Lo ! f am here to answer to your vows^ 
And be the meeting fortunate! I come 
With joyful tidings ; we shall part tio more — 
Hark ! how the gentl^. echo from her cell [stream 
Talks through tbe^liffi, and mnrmpring i^er th^ 
Repeats the accents ; we shall part no'more,~ 
O my delightful friends! well-plcas'd on high 
The Father has beheld you, while the might 
Of that stern foe witli bitter trial prov'd 
Yonr equal doings ; ^ben for ever spake 
The hi^ decree: that thon^ celestial maidi 
Howe'er that grisly phantom on tliy fteps 
May sometimes dare iatrude. yet never mar^ 
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Shalt .thou, descencliDg to the' abode of ini^, 
AloDe endure the tandbur of hit amiy 
Or leave thy lov'd Enphrosyn^ behind.'' * 
*5he ended ; and the whole romantic scene 
Immediate vanished ; rocks, and woods^ and rills^ 
The mantling tent, and eachnnysterioiis form 
Flew lU^e the pictures of a morning dream, 
When son-ahine fills the bed. Aiwhiie I stood ^ 
Perplex'd and giddy ; till the radii»it power - 
Who hade the visionary landscape rise, 
As np to him I turn'd, witli gentlest looks 
Preventing my inquiry, thus began : 

There let thy soul acSinowkdge its complaint 
How blind, how impious! There behold the vrays 
Of Heaven's eternal Asstiny to man, 
For ever just, benevolent, and wise : 
That Virtue's awful steps, however pui*8ued 
By vei^^ing fortune and intiusive pain, 
Should nev^r be divided from her chaste^ 
Her iair attendant. Pleasure. Need I vxq^ 
Thy tardy tliougfat through all the various round 
Of tiiis existence, that thy softening soul 
At length may learn what energy the band 
Of virtue mingles in the bitter tide 
Of passion swelling with distvess and pain, 
To mitigate the sharp with gracious drops 
Of cordial pleai^ure ? Ask the faithful youth. 
Why the cold urn of her whom long he lov'd 
So often fills his arms ; so often draws 
His lonely footsteps at the silent honr, 
To pay the motirniui tribute of his tears? * 
O r ha^l tell thee, that the wealth of worlds 
Sliould ne'cK seduce Iiis bosom to forego 
That ^cred hour, when, stealing from the noise 
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Of care and envy, sweet remembrance soothes 
With wine's kiod^ looks his aching breast^^ 
Aud turns bis tears to rapture. — Ask the crowd 
Which flies impatient from the village-watk 
• To climb the neiirhbourinjij cliffs, when far below 
The cruel winds have hurl d upon the coast 
Some helpless bark ; while sacred Pity melts 
llie general eye^ or Terror's icy hand 
Smites their distorted limbs and horrent hair; 
While every mother closer to her breast 
.Catches her cluld, and pointing where tlie waves 
Foam through the iihatter'd vessel, shrieks aioitd 
As one poor wretch that spreads his piteous arms 
For succour, swallow'd by the roaring surge. 
As now another, dash'd against tiie rock, 
Drops lifeless down : O! deemest thou indeed 
No kind endearment here by Nature given 
To matnal terror and compassion's tears P 
No sweetly-meltk^ softness which attracts. 
O'er ail Ibat edge of pain, the social powers 
To this their proper action and tlieir end? 
— Ask thy own heart ; when at the midnight hour 
Slow through that studious gloom thy pausing eye 
L.ed by the glimmering taper moves around 
The sacred voiamea of th^e dead, the songs 
Of Orecian bards; and records writ by Fame 
For Grecian heroes, where the present power 
Of heaven and earth surveys the' imraorlul page, 
£ven as a father blessiug, while he reads n 
The praises of his son. * If then tliy soul, 
Spnming the yoke of diese inglorious d^s, 
Vlbt m dieir deeds, and kindle wilfa their flame ^ . 
Say, when (he prospect blackens on thy view, 
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When rooted from the base, heroic states 
Mourn in the dust, mid tremble at tbe frewu 
Of dUM'd ambition \ ythm the pioua band 
Of youths who foo^tfor freedom andftliwr sires^ 
Lie side by side in gore ; when ruffian-pride 
Usurps the throne of justice, turns the pomp 
Of public power, the majesty of jralOi ' 
The swordy the lamrel, and the pmrple 
To slamh empty pageants, to adi^ 
A tyrantfs walk, and glitter tn the eyep 
Of such as bow the knee ; when honoured uras 
Of patriots and of chiefs, the awful bust 
And storied arcb^ to glut the cowai^a^e 
Of regal envy, alrei^? tiie pubhc way 
With hallow^ ruins ; when tiie Muse's haunt. 
The marble porch where Wisdom wonl to tall^ 
^Fith Socrates or Tully, hears no more, 
Save the hoarse jargon of contentious monks. 
Or female Superstition's midnight prayer ; 
When xntidess Siq^oe from tlie hand cS Time 
Tears the destroying sdthe, with surer blow 
To sweep the works of glory from their base ; 
Till Desolation o*er the grass-grown stieet 
Expands his raven wing|, and up tbe wall^ 
Where senates once die price of monarcbs doopi'd, 
Hisses the gliding sdake through hoary weeds 
Tliat clasp the mouldering column ; thus defac'd^ 
Thus widely moumfnl when the prospect thrills 
Thy beating bosom, when the patriot's tear • 
Starts from thine eye, and thy extended aria 
In fancy hurls the thonderbolt Jove 
To fire the impious wreath on Philip's biow, 
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Or dash Octavius from the tiophied car ; 

Say, does thy secret soul repine to taste 

The big distress? Or would'st thou then exchauge 

Those heart-ennobUiig aorrows for the lot 

Of him who AtA amid the gaudy herd 

Of mute barbarians bending to his nod, 

And bears aloft liis i;old-invested front, 

And says within himself, ^ I am a king ; 

And wherefore should the clamorous voice of w^e 

Intrude upon mine ear?* — The baleful dregs 

Of these late ages, this inglorious draught 

Of servitude and folly, have not yet, 

(Bless'd be the' eternal Rider of the world ! 

13efi]'d to sudi a depth of sordid shame 

The native honours of tlie human soul, 

Nor so effius'd the image of its Sire.*^ 
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BOOK THE THIRD, 



ARGUMENT, 

iMcitiire In obierving the tempers and tnniDers of men, 
even where viclovt or atsard. Tlie origin of Vie^ finoni 
fahe representations of llie Ikncy, prodnclng fiUse opi* 
nions concerning good and evil. Inquiry Into Ridlcnle. 

The general sources of ridicule in tbe minds and charac- 
ters of men, enumerated. Final canse of the sense of 
ridicule. The resemblance of eertain aspects of Inani- 
mate things to the sensations and properties of tbe mind, 
the operations of the mind In the production of tbe 
works of Imagination, described. The secondary pl«a- 
sare from Imitathm. The bebevolegt order of the world 
illustrated in the arbitrary connection of these pleasures 
with the objects which excite them. The nature and 
conduct of Taste. Concluding with an nccouut of the 
natural and moral advantages resulting frum a sensible 
and well-formed Imatioatioa* ' 
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What wonder therefore, since the' cudeating ties 
Of passion link the universal kind 
Of man so close ; what wonder, if to search 
This common nature through the various dhttiga * 
Of aexy and age, and fortune, and the frame . 
Of eadi peenllar, draw the busy mind 
With unresisted charms ? The spacious west, 
And ali the teeming regions of the south, 
Hold not a quarry, to the curious flight 
Of Knowlec^e, half so tempting or so fiiir, 
As nmn to man. Nor only where the smiles 
Of Love invite ; nor only where the* applause 
Of cordial Honour turas the' attentive eye 
On Virtue's graceful deeds. For since the coursji 
Of things external acts in different ways 
On human ftppt^hensions, as Ae hand 
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Of Naliire temper^ to a different fiime 
BDcdUarmiDdi; so haply where the powers 

Of Fancy ' neither lessen nor enlarge 

> The influeuce of the Imaguialion on the conduct of life, 
it one ef tlie aioft Important points in moral pliUoiopby. 
It were easy by an Indiieiioa of liicts to prove that the Ima- 
gination directs almost all the passions, and mixes with 
almost every ckciimstaiice of action or pleasure. Let any 
man, even of the coldest bead and soberest industry, ana- 
lyse the idea of what be calls bis interest ; he will And that 
Ittfoaslata chlefljr of certain desreet of decency, beauty, nnd 
order, varisoslv combined into one system, the idol which 
he seeks to enjoy by labour, basard, and self-denial. It is 
on this accouni, of the last consequence to regulate these 
images by the standard of Nature and the general good; 
otherwise the Imagination, by beigbtening some objects 
b^ond tlMh' real excellence and hennty. or by representinc 
othen in a more odkma or terrlMe ahnpe than they deaemt 
may of course engage us in pursnlia utterly Inoonslstcnt 
with the moral order of things. 

If it be objected that this account of things supposes the 
passions to be merely accidental, whereas there appears in 
some a natural and hereditary dispositloB to certain passions 

trior to all circnmstancea of edncation or fiirtune ; It maj 
c answered, that though no man is born ambitious or a 
miser, yet he may inherit from his parents a peculiar tem* 
per or complexion of mind, which shall render bis Ima- 

Jilnation more liable to be struck with some particular ob- 
ects, consequently dispose him to form opinions of good 
and Ul, and entertam passions of a particalar tnni. Some 
metty for instance, by the original frame of their niitds* 
are more delighted with the vast and m»guiflcent, others on 
the contrary with the elegant and sentle aspects of nature. 
And it is very remarliable, that the disposition of the moral 
powers is always simiUr to this of the Im-dgination ; that 
those who are most Inclined to admire i>rodlgiou8 and sub- 
lime olilecis In the physical world, are also most inclined 
to applaud examples of fortihide and heroic virtue iii the 
moral: while those who are charmed rather with the deli* 
cacy and sweetness of colours, and forms, and sounds, never 
fail in iilie manner to yield the preference to the softer 
scenes of virtue and the sympathies of a domest.c life* And 
this ts snffldent to account for the objection, 

Among the ancient phi1osop(>ers, though we have several 
vliints conccmias this iAflaenc« of the Imasination apse 
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The images of things, but paint in all 

Their genirine hues, liie features which they wore 

In Nature , there opinion will be tnie, 

And action right. For action treads the path 

In which OpinioQ says he follows good. 

Or flies from evil; and Opinion gives 

Report of good or evil, as llie scene 

Was drawn by Fancy, lovely or deferm*d : 

Tlius her report can never there be true 

Where Fancy cheats the intellectual eye, 

With glaring colours and distorted lines. 

Is there a man, who at fte sound of death 

Sees ghastly slmpes of terrors coigoi'd up. 

And black beforeMm; nought but death-bed groans 

And fearful prayers, and plunging from tlie brink 

Of light and being, down the gloomy air, 

An unknown depth? Alas! in such a mind. 

If DO bright forms of excellence attend 

The image of his country ; nor the pomp 

Of sacred senates, nor the guardian voice 

Of Jt^tice on her throne, nor aught that wakes 

The conscious bosom with a patriot's flame 

momls amonf? tht remains of the Socratic school, yet tbs 
Stoics were tlie first who puid it a due attention. Zeno, 
their founder, thought it impossible !«> preserve any tolerable 
regularity in hfe, without frequently lUbptctiiiK those pic- 
tures or appearances of thingS) wbicli the iniagiiialioii otters 
to the mind: (Dios. Uutrt* U rbe meditations of M. 
Aorelins, sad the disconrsea of Bpictetiis, are fnil of tlie 
same sentiment; insomwch that the latter makes the 
X^no-if elfa <pxvluTrj}v, or ri.i,'l)l mana'^cment of the 
fancies, the only thint; for which we arc accountiibie to 
Prnvideuce,and without whici) u man is no other than stupid 
or frantic. Arrian. 1. i. c. Pj. and K ii. c. 22* bee uiso the 
Characteristics, vol* 1. firom p. 313 lo where this Stoical 
dectriiis is embellished with a}l the elesance and gizcek of 
Phito» 
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Will not Opinion teli liim, that to die. 
Or stand -tbe hazard, is a greater ill 
Than to betray his coantry ? And in act 

Will he not choose to be a wretch and live ? 
Here vice begins then. From the' enchanting cup 
Which Fancy liohis to all, the' luiwaiy thirst - 
Of youth oft swallows a Circaean draught. 
That sheds a baneful tincture o*er tlie eye 
Of Reason, till no longer he discerns, 
And only guides to err. Then revel forth 
A furious band Uiat spurn him from the throne ; 
And ail is uproar* Thus Ambition grasps 
The empire of the soul : thus pale Revenge, 
Uosheaths iier murderous dagger ; and the hands 
Of Lust and Rapine, with unholy arts, 
Watch to overturn the barrier of the laws 
Tliat keeps them from their prey : tlius all the 
plagues 

The wicked bear, or o'er the trembling scene 
The tragic Mnse discloses', under shapes 

Of honour, safety, pleasure, ease or pomp, ^ 
Stole first into the mind. Yet not by all 
Those lying forms which Fancy in the brain 
Engenders, are the kindling passions driven 
To guilty deeds ; nor Reason bound in chains^ 
That Vice alone may lord it: ofl adom*d 
Witli solemn pageants, Folly mounts the throue. 
And plays her idiot-antics, like a queen. 
A thousand garbs she wears ^ a thousand ways , 
She wheels her giddy empire.-^Lo'! tlnis fiur 
tV'ith bold adventure, to the M antuan lyre 
I Ulng of Natni'c's charms, and touch well-plcas*d 
A stricter note ; now haply must my song 
Unbend her serious measure^ and reveal 
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In lighter &traioS| iiow Folly's aakward arts^ 
Excite impiMiions Laughter's gay rebuke ; 
The spDctive province of the comic Muse. 

See! in what crowds the uncouth forms advance : 
Each would outstrip the other, each pi'event 
Our careful search, and offer to your gaze, 
Unasked, his motley features. Wait awtrile. 
My curious friends! and let us ififst arrange 
In proper order your promiscuous throng. 

Behold the foremost band ^ ; of slender thonght| 
And easy faith ; whom flattering Fancy soothes 
With lying spectres, in tiieinselves to view 
Illustiious forms of excellence and good, 
Tbat scorn the mansion. Widi exulting hearts 
They spread dieir spurious treasures to tiie sun, 
And bid the world admire ! but chief the glance 
Of wishful envy draws their joy-bright eyes, 
And lifts with self-applause each lordly brow^ 
In maibeir boundless as the blooms of Spring, 
Behold their glaring idols, empty shades 
By fancy gilded o*er, and tlien set up ' 
For adoration. Some in Learning's gart), . 
With formal band, and 6able*cinctQr*d gown. 
And rags.of mouldy volumes. Some elate 

• Notwithstanding the ceiieral influeace of Ridicule oa 
private and civil Hfe. as well as on learning and tbe sciences. 
It has been almost conitsnlly neglected or inlarepreseDteil* 

by divine a especially. Hie manner of ireatitig these sub- 
jects in the s< it'r?rp of liitnmi nntiire, should be precisely 
the same as in uattnul philosophy ; from particular facts to 
Investigate the stated order in which tliey appear, and then 
apply the general law, thus discovered, (o the explication of 
other appearances and the tnipmenifat of'Uiefid .artB. 

• ' The first, and most genentt source of ridfenle in Hie 
characters of men, Is^ vsnlty, or self-fippliuse for eome 
dcf liable quality or possession wfaiffa erideDDy does nof 
belong to those who assanie it. 
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With martial splendour^ steely pikes and swords 
Of costly frame, and gay Phoenician robes 
biwrouglit mth flowery gold, assume the port 
Of stately valour : Ibtening by bis side 
There stands a female form ; to her, with looks 
Of earnest import, pregnant with amaze. 
He talks of deadly deeds, of breaches, storms. 
And sulphurous mines, and ambush : then at once 
Breaks off, and smiles to see her look so pale, ' 
And asks some wondering question of her fears i 
Others of graver mien; behold, adorn'd 
With holy ensigns, how sublime they move, 
And bending ofl their sanctimonious eyes 
Take homage of the simple-minded throng; 
Ambassadors of Heaven! Nor much unlike 
Is be whose visage, in the lazy mist 
That mantles every feature, liides a brood 
Of politic conceits : of whispers, nods, 
And hints deep-omen'd with unwieldy scbemea. 
And dark portents of 4tate, Ten thousand more. 
Prodigious habits andttumultnous tongues, 
Pour dauntless in and swell the boastful band. 

Then comes the second order all who seek 
The debt of praise, where watchful Unbelief 
Darts through the thin pretence her squinting eye 
On some retif d appearance which belies 
The boasted virtue, or annulsthe* applause 
That Justice else would pay. Here side by side . 
I see two leaders of the solemn train 

< Rldlenle ih>m the iSOM mity» where, though the pot* 
sesikm be real, yet no merit can arise from it, because of 

some particular circumstances, whieb, though obvious to 
the apectalofj art ytt overlooked by th« ridicnloat cha- 
ractcr. 
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Approtcbing : one a ftmale old and grfy^ 
With eyes ^kmore) and wrinklarfiinrow'd brow^ 

Pale as tlie cheeks of death ; yet still she stuus 

*the sickening audience Mdtli a nauseous talc 

How many yonths her myrtle-chains have worn. 

How many nrgins at tier triumph pin'd I 

Yet how resoled she guards her cantions heart; 

Sndi is her terror at tteTisks of lore, 

And man's seducing tongue ! The other seems 

A bearded sage, ungentle in his mien, 

And sordid all his habit ; peevish Want 

Grins at his heeb, while down the ganng throng 

He stalks, resounding m magnific praise 

The vanity of riches, the contempt 

Of pomp and power. Be prudent in your zeal, 

Ye grave associates ! let the silent grace 

Of her who blushes at the fond regard 

charms inspire, more eloquent unfold 
The praise of spotless honour : let the man 
Wliose eye regards not his illustrious pomp 
And ample store, but as indulgent streams 
To cheer the barren soil and spread the fruits 
Of joy, let him by juster measures fix 
The price of riches and the end of power. 

Another tribe succeeds'; deluded long 
By Fancy's dazzling optics, these behold 
The images of some peculiar tilings 
With brighter hues resplendent, and D ^rti uy'd 
With features nobler far tlian e^r ad' ni M 
Theur genmne objects. Htnce tlte tever'd heart 
Panta witj^ delirious hope for tinsel charms ^ 

* RliHcale from a aotloa of exc«ll«fice in p4/(> : •^ '^b. 
jects disproportioned to Ibdr, latriosic valae> aad incoa* 
sisttat with Ui«or#v of aatan^ 
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Hence oftjobfttrorive on theiBjFe of Scom^ 
Untimely Zeal heronrttless pride betnrys I 

And serious Manhood from the towering aisn 
Of Wisdom, stoops to emulate the boast 
Of childish Toil. Behold yon mystic foim, 
Bedeck'd witii feathers, insects, weeds^ and shells 2 
Not with intenser view the Samian Btagd 
Bent his fix*d «ye on Hemeti^ intenser fires. 
When first the order of that radiant scene . 
Sweli'd his exultinj^ tliou^t, than this surveys 
A muckworm's <entrails or a spider*s &ng. 
Next him ayonth, wi thflowers and myrtles cro wn'd^ 
Attends that virgin^-fofm, and blnsfatng .kneels, 
With fondest gesture and a suppKant^s tongue. 
To win her coy regard : adieu, for him, 
Tlie dull engagements of the bustling world! 
Adieu the sick impertinence of praise ! 
And hope, and action ! for watk her alone, 
By streams and shades, to steal fhese sighing hoars. 
Is all he asks, and all that fate can give ! 
Thee too, facetious Momion, wandering here, 
Thee, dreaded censor, oft have I beheld 
Bewildered unawares ; alas! too long 
Flush'd with thy comic triomphs, and the q>oils 
Of sly derision I till on eveiy side 
Hurling thy random bolts, offended Truth 
Assigned thee here thy station with the slaves 
Of Folly. Thy once foimidable name 
Shall grncc her humble records, and be heard 
In scofis and mockery bandied from the lips 
Of all the Teugefbl brotiierhood around^ 
So oft the patient victims of thy scorn. 

But now, ye gay ! to whom indulgent fate^ 
Of all the Muse's empire bath assign'd 



The fields of folly liither each advance 
Your sickles; here the teaming soil affords 
Its richest growths A favourite hrood appears; 
In whom the demon^ with a motiier^ joy. 
Views all her ehamis reflected, dl her cares 
At full repay'd. Ye most illustrious band ! 
Who, scorning Reason's taine, pedantic rules^ 
And Order's vulgar bondage, (never meant 
For sools soblime as yours) wttii generous zeal 
A|y Yice tte reverence Virtue long nsmp'd, 
Amtyield Deformity the fond applause 
Which Beauty wont to claim ; forgive my song. 
That for the blushing diffidence of youth, * 
It shuns the' unequal province of your praise. 

Thus fiff triumphant ^ ui the pleasing guile 
Of bfaAid Imagination, FoUy^ train* 
Have dar'd our search : but now a dastard-kind 
Advance reluctant, and witli faltering feet 
Shrink &om tlie gazei^'s eye: enfeebled hearts 
^Vliom Fanc^ chills with visionary ibars. 
Or bends to ser^le tmneness wilb conceits ' 
Of Shame^ of %vil, or bas# defect, • 
Fantastic and delusive. Here the slave 
Who droops abash'd when sullen Pomp surveys 
His humbler habit; here the trembhng wretch ' 
Umnerv'd and stmclc with Terror's iCy bolts. 
Spent in weak waitings, dvown'd in sbamefbl tears. 
At every dream of danger : here subdued 
Sy frontlcss laughter and the liardy scorn 

^ Kidiciile from^a notion of excellence, when the object 
is absolutely odious or conteinpti))le. Titis is the highest 
degree of the rUhculous ; as iu the aife^tutiou of diseasen 
or vices. 

^ RiUicule fro^^ falie shaioe or grounUltss fear. 
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Of old unfeeling vice, the abject soul, 
Who blushing half resigns the candid praise 
Of Temperance and £b>uour ; half disowns 
A freeman's hatred of tyrannic pride; . 
And hears mth nckly smiles the venal mouth 
Witt foulest license moek the patriofi name. 

Last of the motley bands ^ on whom the power 
Of gay Derision bends her hostile aim, 
Is that where shameful Ignorance presides. 
Beneath her sordid bannets, lo I thegr march, [hands 
Like blind and lame. Whatever their doiditfiil 
Attempt, Confnrion straight appears behind, 
And troubles all the work. Through many a maae, 
Perplex'd they struggle, changing every path, 
O'ertnming every purpose; then at last 
Sit down fUsnmjr'd, and leave the' entangled aeoM 
For Scorn to sport vritb. Snch then is tiie* abode 
Of Folly in the mind ; and such the shapes 
In which she governs her obsequious train. 

Tlu*ough every scene of ridicule in things 
To lead the tenor of my devious lay ; 
Throu|^ every swift oecasieii, whidk the band 
Of Laughter points at, when tiie mirlhful sting 
Distends her sallying nerves and chokes her tongue; 
What were it but to count each crystal drop 
Which Morning's dewy fingers on the blooms 
Of May distil? Suffice it to have said % 

< Rldtcale from the iKoorance of soch thiagi as oir 
etreamstances riHiaIre as to know. 

^ By eomparlag these geaenl leiirM of ridlcale with 
each other, and examloinR the ridiculous la otiier objects, 

we may obtain a general definition of it eqnaUy applicablt 
to every species. The moAt important circnmstance of tbia 
deflnition is laid down in the lines referred to ; but others 
mw.% minute w« fbiU subjoio httt, Ariitotk^ accoufU oi 
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Where'er the power of Ridicole displays 

Her qmint-ej^d visage, some incongraous form. 

Some stnbbom dissonance of things combio'd, 

the matter leenis both imperfect and false; to ya^ yt'Kotw, 
says he, trtv StfAafvifMa t» *m ai^X®^? avwivvov xai » 
^afliKot: ' the ridicuiona is some cerlaiii fault or turpitude 
without pain, and not destmctive to bi« subject/ (Poet, 
e. 5.) For allowiiif it to be true, as it is not» that the ridi- 
culous Is never accompnnied with pain, yet we might pro- 
tlnce many instances of such a fault or turpitude which 
i-niuiot with atiy tolcrafjie propriety be called ridiculous. 
Urn ihut the defluitiou does not distinguish the thing de- 
sigoed* Nay further : even wiien we perceive the turpitude 
tendtuf to the destruction of its subject, we may stiii be 
itrnslble of a ridiculous appearance^ till the ruin tiecome 
imiiiiiient, and the keener sensations of pity or terror ba- 
nisti the ludicrous apprebeasion from our minds. For the 
sensation of ridicule is not a bare perception of the agree* 
ment or disagreement of ideas ; but a passion or emotion of 
the mind couBequeutial to tliat perception. So that the 
mind may perceive the atrreement or disagreement, and yet 
uot rVel the ridiculous, because it is engrossed by a more 
violent emotion. Thus it bvippeiis that some men think 
those objects ridiculous, to which others cannot endure to 
apply the name ; because in tbeni they excite a much in- 
tenser and more important feeling. 'And this dlSTerence, 
among other causes, baa Inonght a good deal of co|j|hi8loa 
iuio this (tuestion. 

Tiiat which makes objects ridiculous, is some ground of 
admiratiod or esteem connected with other more general 
rircnmstauces comparatively worthless or deformed; or it 
is some circnmstance of turiAnde or deformity connected 
with what is in general excellent or beautiful : the Incon* 
sistent properties existing either in the objects themselves, 
or ill the apprehension of the person to whom they relate; 
belonging always to the same order or class of being ; im- 
plying sentiment or design ; and exciting no acute or vebe* 
ment emotion of the heart 

To prove the several parts of this definition : the appear* 
anee of excellence or beauty connected with a general con« 
ditioti comparatively sordid or deformed, is ridiculous : for 
instance, pompous pretension^ of wisdom joined with ig- 
norance or folly in the Socrates of Aristophanes ; and the 
ostentations of military glory witli cowardice and stupidity 
in the Thraso of Terence. 
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Strikes on the quick observer: whether Pomp, 
Or Praise, or Beauty, mix their partial chiim 
Where sordid fasliions^ ivkei'e ignoble deeds, 
Where foiil Deformity are wont t6 dwell 
Or wlieth^ tiiese with violation loatli'd^ 
Invade resplendent Pomp's imperious mien, 
The charms of Beauty, or the boast of Praise. 
Ask we for what fair end ^% the* Alinighty iSire 



The appearance of deformity or turpitude, in coiijniictlon 
.with what is iu general-excellent or venerable, ia also ri^ 

culous': for instance, the personul weaknesses of a maois- 
.trate nppearins in the aolemn and public fiuictiona of bU 

station. 

The incongruous properties may either exist iu the ob^ 
jects themaelvesy or iu apprehension of the person to whoQi 
tbey relate: In tbe last-mentioned Instance, tbey both exist 
In the objects; in tbe instances from Aristophanes and 
Terence, one of them is objective and real, the other onljr 
founded in the apprehension of the ridiculous character. 

The inconsistent properties must belong to the same order 
or class of being. A coxcomb in tine clothes, bedaubed by 
acddent In font weather. Is a ridiculous objrct ; becaufte bis 
general apprehension of excellence »nd esteem is referred 
to the splendour Hurf expense of his dress. A man of sense 
and iperit, in ihe same circnmstances, is not counted ridi- 
culous ; because the general jjroimd of excellence and 
esteem in him is, both in fact and iii bis own apprehensiou, 
of a very different species. 

Every ridlculons object implies sentiment or design. A 
column placed by an architect without a capital or base, is 
laughed at: tite same column in a ruin causes a very dil'* 
ferent sensation. 

And lastly, the occur rrnce must excite no acute or vehe- 
ment emotion of the heart, such as terror, piiy, or indig- 
nation ; for in thai case, as was observed above, tbe miiMl 
Is not at lelsnre to contemplate the ridiculous. 

Whether any appearance not ridiculous be involved in 
this description, and wliether it comprehend every species 
and form of the ridicn)ou«, uiwii be determmcd b> repeattd 
applications of it to particular instances. 

>o Since it is beyond all contradiction evident that we 
have a natural sense ar feelius of the ridicnloiHi and. since 
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Id mortal bosoms wakes this t^ay contempt, 
Tiiese grateful stings of langluer, from disgujik 
Educing pleasure ? Wherefore^ but to aiU 
Tiie tardy steps of Reason, ami at once 
By this prompt impulse urge us to depress 
The giddy aims uf Folly? Though the %ht 
Of Truth slow-dawning on the* inquiring mind. 
At length unfolds^ through many a snbtUe tie. 
How these oucouth disorders eod at last 
In public evil I yet benignant Heaven, 
Conactons liow dim die dawn of Truth appear.s 

so food a renflon may be assigned to Jusrify the Snpreiu^ 
Beiiu; for bestowit»fir it; one cannot without sttonlsiraieiit 

rtflfi:i nil the conduct of ihoMr men who imagiue it is for 
till- service of true religion to vilify and blaclcen it without 
distiiictiuii, and endenvonr to persuade us that it is never 
applied Vnt In a bad cause. Ridicule is not concerued with 
mere sp^^cnlstlve tratb or felseliood. It It not hi absuact 
propositions or- tbeoiems, but in actions and passions, 
food au(l evil, beautv and dcff»runity. that we liiid materials 
for it; and all these tirms r<re relative, implying approba- 
ti/»ii nr bJuinc. T(» a«K fhpin whether ' Ridicule be a test of 
truth,* ia in other words, tu asii whether that which is ridf- 
ailons can be morally irtie, cati be just and becoming or 
wbelber that which is Jnst and becominji^ can be ridicnious. 
A question ttiat does not deserve a serious answer. For it 
is most evident, ihai, as in a metaphysical proposition of- 
fered to the understanding for its assent, the faculty of 
reasoii examines the terms of the propr sition, and Onduiz; 
one idea, wbieb was supposed equal to another, to be in 
fact unequal, of conseqnence rrfects tbe proposition as a 
f-ilsefaood; so, in objects otTer^-d to \ht mind for Its esteem 
or applause, the facul'y of ridicule, finding nu incon- 
gruity in the claim, uiges the mind to reject it uiih laiM'ht^r 
and contempt. When therefore we observe such a claim 
obtntdea npon mtnbind, and the inconsistent circuinsfances 
cart'fnny concealed from the of tbe public: it is our 
business, if the matter be of importance to society, to 
drag out those latent circumstances, atad. by setting tbem 
in full view, to c»»nvtnce the world how ridiculous the 
claim is: and thus a double advantage is Rained; for we 
both detect the moral falsehood sooner thau in ih« wmv of 
VOt. I. G 
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To thoiisaiids> ^ conscious what a scanty pause 

From labours and from care, the wider lot * 

Of bumble life affords for stadions tbonght 

To scan the maze of Nature ; therefore stamp*^ 

• Tlie glaring scenes \\ ith characters of sconi, 

As broad, as obvious, to the passhig clown^ , 

As to the lettex'^d sage's curious eye. 

Such are the various aspects of the mind — 

Some heavenly genius, wliose unclouded thoughts* 

Attain that secret harmony which blends 

The* ethereal spirit with its moid of clay 3 

0 ! teach me to 1 ev eal the grateful charm 

Thatsearchless Mature o'er the sense of man 

tpectilalive inquiry, and impress the minds of men with a 
.stronger je'nse of the vanity hud error of its -aiiihors. Aud 
this.an?! iio mor(* is meant by the iipplic^tinn of rrflicule. 

liiit it is said, tlie praciice i.s (i;inu<'nm&, ainl may be in- 
consistent with the regard we owe to objects of real dignity 
Hnd e'xcelleucc. I answer, tiic practice ftirly managed can 
never *Jie dangerous; men may be dlsboucst in obtntding 
circumstances foreign to tbe object, and we may be inad^^ 
vertrnt'jn allowing those circtimstaDces to impose upon 
IIS • l^nt ibe sense of ridicule always judges right. The 
f>oci.it( H of Aristophanes is as truly ridirtilons a character 
as ever was <hawu True ; but it is not the character of 
SiK-rates, the divine moralist and father of ancient wisdom. 
What tlien ? did the ridicule of the poet binder the pliilo* 
fcophcr froni dctiTtins jhuI discluimin? those fortign cir- 
cnmstantcs^which he Iiad falsity iniiodticed iiit«» his clfa- 
rarter, anti thus lendi re^J tlie satirist doubly ridiculous in 
his tuiur Noi but it ncveriheU^s had an illjnflueuce 00 
*tbe minds of tbe people. And so has the*^ reasoning of 
'Spinoza made many atheists : he has founded it indeed on 
snppoMtions utterly false: hut allow him thtse, and his 
conclusions are unavoidably true. And if we must reject 
*ihe use of lidicule, because, by the imposilion of talee 
circumstances, things may be made to seem ridiculous, 
which are not so In themselves; why we ongbt not in tbe 
same manner to reject (he nse of r€feisoD, because^ by pro- 
( e( d;ii^ Oil fah^ principles, conclusions \xilt appear true, 
A\b:ch are impossible in nature, let ilic vrhement and oli- 
sttnaie dcclaimers^gainsl ridicule dcu-rmuie. « 
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Diffuses, to l)eholdy in lifeless things, 
The inexpressive semblance of himself", 
Of thou ght and passioxi. . Mark the sable iwods 
That shade snbtiine yon mountain's nodding brow$ 
With what relijpoos awe the aolemn scene 
Commands yoar steps ! as if the reverend form * 
Of Minos or of Numa should forsake 
The' Elysian seats, and down the' embowering glude 
Move to your pausiog eye I Behold the' expanse m 
Of yon gay landscape, vriiere llie sHver doods 
Flit o^er Die heaivcns before the sprightly hreease r ' 
Now their grey cincture skirts the doubtful sun ; 
No w streams ofsplendour, through tiieir opening veQ 
Effulgent, sweep from off tiie gUded lawn 
The' aerial shadows ; en tfie curling brook. 
And on the shady margin^s qinvering leaves 
With qnidkset lustre glancing : while you view 
The prospect, say, within your cheerful breast ' 
Plays not tlie lively sense of winning mirth 
With clouds i^d sunshine chequer'd, while theroond 
Of social conveise^ to tiie' inspiring tongue 
Of some gay nymph amid her snbjeet^'lniin, 
Moves all obsequious ? Whence is this effect, 
This kindred power of such discordant things ? 
Or flows their semblance from that mystic tone 
To wriiieh the new-bom mind's harmonions powers - 
At first were strung? Or rather from the links 
Which artftd custom twfaies around Iter frame? 

For when tiic different images of things, 
By chance combin*d^ have struck the' attentive soul 
Witli deeper impulse, or connected long, 
Have drawn her frequent eye ; 'however distinct 

■ 

<i This fiimilitiide is the foaiidatlon of sisiost aU tJie^r- 
iiameats of pot^tic (fiction. > 
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The' external scenes, yet oft the' ideas gain 
From that conjunction an eternal tie, 
And flf mpathy unbroken. Let the mind 
Recal one partner of the various leagne, 
Inunediate, lol the firm confederates rise. 
And each his former station straight resnmes : 
One movement governs the consenting throng, 
And all at once witli rosy pleasure shine, 
Or all are sadden'd with the glooms of care, 
Twas thus, if ancient fame the truth unfold^ 
¥wo fiuUifid needks firom the' infonning touch 
Of the same parent-stone, together drew 
Its mystic virtue, and at first conspir d 
With fatal impulse quivering to the pole : 
Theji, though disjoined by kingdoms, though the main 
RoU'd its broad surge betwixt, and different stars 
Beheld their wakefel motions, yet presfirv'd 
Tiie former friendship, and remembered stiO 
The alliance of their birth : Whatever the line 
Which one possessed, nor pause nor quiet knew 
The sure associate, ere vnth trembling speed 
He found its path and fix'd unerring there* 
Such is the secret union, when we feel 
A song, a tiower, a name, at once restore 
Those lone-connected scenes where first they mov'd 
The' attention : backward through her masy walks 
Guidmg the wanton fincy to her scope, 
To temples, courts or fidds; with aU the band 
Of painted forms, of passions and designs 
Attendant : whence, if pleasing in itself, 
The prospect from that sweet accession gains 
Redoubled influence o'er the listening mind. 

Sec the elegant poem recited by Cardinal Bembo in 
tbecharacter of Lucretiufti Strada Prolue, vi. dcacUm. Z • 
c. V, 
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By thoie mysteriite ties Ae busy power 

Of Memoiy her ideal train preserves 
Entire ; or when they would elude her watch, 
Rechuma their fleeting footsteps from the mBt^ 
Of dark oblivion ; thus coUectifig all 
Tiie various forms of lieiiig to preseo^ 
Before the cnrions aim of mimie art. 
Their largest choice : like Spring's unfolded blooms 
E^aling sweetness, that the skilful bee 
May taste at will^ from their selected spoils 
IBo work her doleet food. For not the* eipanse 
Of living laices in Sommer's noontide calm, 
Beflectsllie bordering shade,andsun-briglit heavens^ 
With fairer semblance ; not the sculptured gold 
More faitliful keeps tlic graver's lively trace, 
Than he whose birth the sister-powers of art 
Propitious view'd^ aqfl from his genial star 
Shed influence to the seeds of firaioy kind ; 
Than his attemper'd bosom must preserve 
The seal of Nature. There alone unchang'd. 
Her form remains. The balmy walks of May 
There breathe perennial sweets: the trembling 
Resounds &r ever in tte* abstracted ear^ [chord 
Melodious: and the virgin's radiant eye, 
Superior to disease, to grief, and tiaie^ 
Shines with unbating lustre. Thns at length 
Endowed witli ail that nature can bestow^ 
The child of Fancy oft in silence bends 
O'er these mix'd treasnres of bis pregnant breast, 
With conseions pride.. From them he oft resolves 
To frame he knows not what excelling things; 
And win he knows not what sublime reward 

I' Thp act of rememberinK Mems almost wholly la tfe* 
RSQil on the asaociatioo of ideas. 
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Of praise and wonder. By degrees, the mind 

Feels her young nerves dilate: the plustic powcis 
Labour fur action : blind emotions heave 
His bosom ; and with lovelie:»ttreiizy caught, 
From earth to heaven he rolls his daornig eye, 
From heaven to earth. Anon ten tlionsand shapes, 
Like spectres trooping to the winvd's cail, 
Flit swift before him. From the womb of earth, 
From ocean's l)ed they come : the' eternal heaveiis 
Disclose theii' splendours, and the dark abyss 
Poms oat hor births onknown: Wkh fixed pom 
He marks tiie rising phantoms. Now compares 
fThelr different forms; now blends them, now di- 
Enlarges and extenuates by turns ; [vides. 
Opposes, ranges in fantastic bands, 
And infinitely varies. Hitiier now, 
Now thitiier flactuates his inconstant aim. 
With encHess choice perplex'd* ' At length his plan 
Begins to opt 11. Lucid order dawns; 
And as from Chaos old the jarring seeds 
Of Nature at the voice divine repair'd 
Each to its place, till rosy earth unveii'd 
Hec ftagnml} bosom, and the joyfiil snn 
Sprung up the bhie serene ; by swift degrees 
Thus disentangled, his entire design 
Emerges. Colours miugle, features join, 
And line$ conveige : the fainter paits retire ; 
The iairer enriMnt in light advance ; 
And every imago on its neigbbom* smiles. 
Awhile lie stands, and with a father's joy 
Contemplates. Then witli Promethean art. 
Into its proper veUicie *^ be iM'eathes 

" This relates to Ibe itlfferent torts of corpoml me- 
diuois, by wblcb tbe Idtss of tbeaHlsts are renilercd pal* 
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The fair couception ; whirli, embodied thus. 
And ^maneat, becomes to eyes or ears 
An olyect ascertained : while thus inforin'dy 
The various urgano of his mimic skilly 
The coDsonaiice of sounds^ the fl»atiu\i lock, 
The shadowy picture and impassion'il verse, 
Beyond their pr^er powers attract the soni 
By tiiat expremve semblance, while in ^ht 
Of N atore's grelt origii^ we scan 
The lively child of Art ; while line by Vine, 
And feature after feature we refer 
To that sublime exemplar whence it stole 
Those animating charms^ Thus Beauty's palm 
Betwixt them wavering hai^p : applondiog Love 
Donbts wliere to choose ; and mortal man aspires 
To tempt creative praise. As when a cloud 
Of gatliering hail with limpid crusts of ice 
Enclos'd and obvious to the beaming sun, 
Collects liis large efihlgence^ straight the heavens 
With equal tfemiA present on either hand 
The radiant irisage : Persia stands at gaae, • 
Appall'd; and on the biink of Gauges doubti 
The snowy-vested seer, in Mitlira's name, 
To which Uie fragrance of the souUi shall burn. 
To which his warbled orisons ascend* 

Such various iriiss tlie welHunU heart enjoys, 
Favour^ of Heaven ! while plong'd in soidid cares^ 
The' unfeeling vulgar mocks the boon divine : 
And har#i Austerity, from whose rebuke 
Young Love and smiling» Wonder shrink away 
Abash'd and chill of heart, with siiger frowns 
Condemns tlie fiiir enchantment* . On my strain, 

pnble to the se ises; as by sounds, in music ; liy linei and 
shad^ri^n paiiUin^; Mjr (iiction, iu rufctry« 
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Perhaps even now^fioine cold histidious judge 

Casts a disdamlbl eye ; and calls my toil, • 

And eaUs the love and beauty which I sing. 

Hie dream of Folly. Thou, grave censor! say. 

Is Beauty then a dream^ because the glooms 

Of dulneas hang too heavy on thy ^euse. 

To let her shine upon theep So ^e man 

Whose eye ue*er opened on the of Heaven, 

Might smile with scorn while raprat^d vision telts 

Of the gay-colour'd radiance flushing bright 

O'er all creation. From the wise be far 

Such gross unhaiiow'd pride ^ nor needs my song 

Descend so low ; but rather now mifeid. 

If human tbon^t could reach, or words unfold. 

By what mysterious tlibric of die mind, 

Tiie deep-felt joys and harmony of sound 

Result from airy motion; and from shape 

The lovely phantoms of sublime and fair. 

By what fine ties bath God connected things 

When present in the mind, whi<fl in^bemsetves 

Hate no connection? Sure tiie rising sun 

O'er the cerulean convex of the sea, 

With equal biightness and wi4h equal warmth 

Might roll his fiery orb 3 nor yet the soul 

Thus feel her frame expanded, and her powers' 

Exulting in fte splendour she beholds i 

Like a young conqueror moving through the pomp 

Of some triumphal day. Wlicn joined at eve, 

Soft-munnnring streams and gales of gentlest bfeatii 

Melodious PhHoniela's wakeful strain 

Attemper, conU not man'^ discerning ev 

Through all its tones the sympathy pursue; 

Nor yet tiiis breath divine of nameless joy 

Steal through his veins and fan the'awaken'd heart. 

Mild as the breeze^ yet xaptui*ous as the song* 
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Bnt were not Nature still eodowM at large 
With all which life requires, though anadoni'd 
With socfa enchantnieiit? Wherefore then her form 

So exquisitely fair? her breath perfiimd 

With such ethereal sweetness P whence her voice 

Informed at will to raise or to depress [light 

I'he' impassion'd sonW and wheoce the robes of 

Which thus invest her with oiore lovely pomp 

Than Raney can d^ribe? Whence but from Thee, 

O source divine ot €vei-flowiug love, 

And thy nnmeasurVl goodness? Not content 

With every food of life to nourish man. 

By kuid illusions of tlie wondering sense > , 

Yhoo mak'st all nature beauty to his eye, 

Or music to his ear : welt pleased he scans 

The goodly prospect; and with inward smiles 

Treads the gay verdure of the painted plains 

^bolds the azure canopy of heaven, 

And living lamps tt»t overmuch his head 

With more than regal splendour; bends his ears 

To die full clioir of water, air, and earth ; 

Nor heeds the pleasing error of his thought. 

Nor doubts the painted green or azure arch, 

Nor questions more the m«sic*s mingling sounds, 

Than i^oce, or motion^ or eternal time i 

So sweet he feds their inftience to attract 

The fixed soul ; to brighten the dull glooms 

Of care, and make the destined road of life 

Delightful to his feet. So iables tell. 

The' adventurous hero, bound on hard exploits^ 

Beholds with glad surprise, by secret speUs 

Of some kind sage, the patron of Us toil% 

A visionary paradise disclosed 

Amid the dubious wiU|; witli streams, and shades^ 
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And airy songs, the' enchanted landscape smiles^ 
Cheers his long labours^ and renews his frame* 

What then is taste, but these internal powers 
Active, and strong^ and feelingly alive 
To eaf^ fine impulse? a discerning sense 
Of decent and sublime, witli quick disgust 
From things dcform'd, or disarransr'd, or ii^ross 
In speciea? This, nor gems, nor btores of gokl. 
Nor porple stale, nor calture can bestow ; 
Bat God alone, when first his active hand 
Imprints tlie secret bias of the soul. 
He, mighty Parent! wise and just in all, 
Free as the vital breeze or light of heaven. 
Reveals the charms of Nature* Ask the swain 
Who jonm^ homeward irom a summer da/s 
Long labour, why, forgetful of his toils 
And due repose, lie loiteis to behold 
The sunshine gleaming as through artiber cloadsj^ 
0*er all the western sky : full soon, I ween, 
His rude expression and untutor'd aurs, 
Beyond the power oflaognage, wiU unfold 
The form of beanty smiting at his heart, 
How lovely ! how commanding! But though Heaven 
In evci-y breast hath sown these early seeds 
Of love and admiration, yet iif vain, 
Without fair culttue^s kind parental aid. 
Without enlivenhig suns, and genial showess. 
And shelter from the blast, in vain we hope 
The tender plant should rear its blooming head, 
Or yield tlie harvest promised in its Spring. 
Nor yet will every soil with equal stores 
Repay the tiller's labour ; or attend 
Hb will, obsequious, whether to, produce 
The olive or the laureL I)itfcreiit minds 
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IneKne ta dfifferent otjects: one pursacft 
The vast alone, the wonderful, the wild ; 
Another sighs far liarmony, and grace, 
And gentlest beaoty. Hence when iightoiog fires 
The arcb ^htweo^ and thunders rock the groiiBdy 
When faranns whhrlwHub rend the howluig air. 
And ocean, groaning from his lowest bed, 
Heaves his tempestiions billows to tlie sky; 
Amid the mighty uproar, while below 
The nations tremble, Sbaks^are looks abroad 
From some cliffy superior^ and eqjoys 
The elemental mm But Waller longs 
All on the margin of some flowery stream 
To spread his careless limbs amid the cool 
Of plantane shacj^s, and to the listening deer 
The tale of slighted vows and love's disdain 
^ Resound soft-vsarbimg all the Uve^long day : 
Consenting Zephyr fagfas>; Ite weeping rill 
joins in his plaint, melodious; mute tlie groves^ 
And hill and dale witii all their echoes mourn. 
Such and so vanous are the tastes of men. 

Oh ! bless'd of Heavej^v^m not tjielangnidsongs 
Of Inxnry, the sireni not the bribes 
Of sordid wealth, nor all the gandy spoils 
Of pageant honour can seduce to leave 
Those ever-blooming sweets, which from the store 
Of native fair Imagination culls 

$ee note ' of this book. 

*• * O! bow 1 long my careless limbs to lay 
Undenthe plantane sbade ; and all tbe day 
WUtf amorous alnrmy fancy cntertslii,' te* 



And again. 
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To charm the* enliven'd soul! What though not all 
Of mortal oflspring can attain the heights 
Of envied life ; though only few possess 
Patrician treasures or imperial stote ; 
Yet Nature's care^ to all her children just. 
With richer treaanres and an ampler state, 
Endows at krge whatever happy man 
Will deign to use them* His the city's pomp. 
The rural honours his. Whatever adorns 
The princely dome, the column and the arch, 
The breathing marble and the sculptured gold. 
Beyond the prond possessor's narrow daim. 
His tnnefid breast enjoys. For fairo^ the Spring 
Distils her dews, and from the silken gem 
Its lucid leaves unfolds : for liimj||the hand 
Of Autumn tinj^es every fertile branch 
With blooming gold and blushes like the mom. 
Each passing honr sheds tribute from her wing^ ; 
And still new beauties meet his lonely walk. 
And loves nnfelt attract him. Not a breeze 
Flies o'er the meadow, not a cloud imbibes 
The setting suq's efiiilgence, not a strain 
From all the tenants of the warUing shade 
Ascends, but wlienee his bosom can partake 
Fresh pleasure, tmreproVd Nor thence partakes 

*7 Tliat this accnuut may not appear rather poetically 
extravwsant than just in philosophy, it may be proper to 
produce the sentiment of one of ibe greatest, wiseaf, 
and best of men on this bead; oue so little to be sus- 
pected of pHfthility fn the csse^ that lie reckons It smons 
those favours for which he was especUUy ^bankM to tbo 
gods, ihai they had not suffered him to make any great pro- 
llcicncy in the arrs of eloquence and poeTrv, lest by that 
menus he should have been diverted from pirrsuits of more 
importance to his high station. Speaking of the beauty of 
niilverflsl imtiire> be observes, that < there Is a pleasing 
and graceful aspect In every object we perceive, when once 
we consider its connection wilb that seneral otder.* He 
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Fresh pleasure only : for the' attentive mind, 

By this harmonious action on her powers 

Becomes herself harmonious : wont so oft 

In oQtward ttungg ta meditate the cbann 

Of sacred order, soon she seeks at borne 

To find a kindred order, to exert 

Within herself this elegance of love, 

This fair inspifd delight : her tempered powers 

Kefine at length, and every passion wears 

A chasteTi milder, more attractive mien. 

Bat if to ampler prospects, if to gaze 

On Natnre^s Arm, ^ere, negligent of all 

These lesser graces, she assonies the port 

Of that Eteraal Majesty that weighed 

The world's foundations, if to tliese the mind 

Exalts her daring eye ; then mightier far 

Will be tbe change, and nobler* Wonld ttie forms 

Of servile custom cramp her generous powers? 

Would sordid policies, the barbarous growth 

Of ignorance and rapine, bow her down 

Tq tame pursuits, to indolence and fear? 

Lo ! she appeals to nature, to the winds 

And rolling vrave^ the sun^ unwearied course, 

The elements and seasons : all declare 

For what the' Eternal Maker has ordain*d 

The powers of man : we feel within ourselves 

His energy divine : be tells the heart. 

He nieant^ be made ns to behold and love 

taslances in many (biii^s wbich nt first sight would tte 
thought ratb^ deformities ; aod then adds, that < a man 
who enjoya a sensibiliiy of temper with a just comprehcu- 
Blon of the universal order--will discern many amiable 
tbinss, not credible to every mind, bat to those ai<yne who 
bave entered into an bonouralile fsmiliarlty with Natort 
ami bcr'works.'^M. Aatonin. iii« 
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What he beholds and loves, the general orb ' 

Of life and being ; to be great like him. 

Beneficent and active. Thus the men 

Whom Natofe*8 works can charm, with God himself 

Hold converse ; grow famibary day by day. 

With his wiceptions ; met upon Us plan ; 

And form to bis, the relish of Uieir souls. 
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Tbb Pleasores of the imagiaatiolk pioefied dOm 
from natoi^l objects, as from a iftuifdiing grove, 

a clear and murmuring fouutalD/a calm sea by 
^oon-Hght ; or ft-om works of art, sucii as a noble 
edifice, a musical time, a statue^ apjicturc, a poem^ 
hk treating of tkese pieanms, we must begmwith 
Ihe former elass; they being original to thenodier: 
and nothing more being necessary, in order to ex- 
plain them, tlian a view of our natural inclinatioiy 
toward greatness and beauty, and of those ap- 
pearances, in the world around i|S, to wlnc;h that 
inclination ft adapted, ^hit is tine «n|jeet of th^ 
'first bonk of the following poem. 

But the pleasures which we receive from the 
elegant arts, fVom music, gciUpture, painting, and 
poetry, are mu^ more various and complicated. 
Id them (besides greatness and beauty, or forms 
proper <n l|ie pMginatioQ) we find interwoven 
tre<j[u,ent representations of tmth, of virtue and 
vice. fi{ pjrcunistances proper to movQ us with 
laugiiter^ or to excite in us pity, fear, and tlie 
other passions. These moral and intellectual ob- 
jeels are described in the second book ; to wincl| 
the third properly belongs 9s an episode, tliongh 
too large to have been faieloded in it. 

With the above-mentioned causes of pleasure, 
which are iin|yersa| ui the course of human life, and 
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appertain to onr higher faculties, many others dp 
generally concur, more limited in their operation, 
or of an inferior origin : such are the novelty of 
fil)|ects, the asspciatioii of ideas, aflfepl^pns of the 
bodily senses, iiii9oeiic€& of edncatioki, national 
habits, and the like. To illnstrate these, and 
from the whole to <ffetermine the character of a 
l^^rf^t taste, is the argument of the fourth boo)c. ' 

Hitberti) tbe Pli^asuries of t)if Imagination belong 
t^ the humaii 0ffici& in general* Bat there are 
certain partietilar inen vboae imngination is en* 
flowed with powers, and sjisceptible of pleasures, 
\vhich the generality of mankind never participate; 
These are the men of genius, destined by nature 
{o excel in one fr other of the arts already ment 
t^' oned/ It 18 propo^ theieforei in the last plac^ 
to delineate that genius Mrbich in some degree ap> 
pgars common to them all ; yet with a more pecu- 
ijar consideration of poetty : inasmuch as poetry 
h the most extensive of those arts, -the mfmi phf* 
l/Dloph^Oftl^ |md thjs most mefal. 



* 
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AROUIIBNT. 



The tobject proposed. Dedication. The ideas of the 6 u* 
pretne Being, the exemplars ot all things. The variety 
of constitation in the minds of men; with its final caase. 
The general character of a flne Imagination. All the 
immediate pleasures of the human Imagination proceed 
either from Greatness or Beauty in external objects. 
The pleasure fVoin Greatness ; with its final caase. The 
natural connection of Beaoty with truth > and good. The 
different orders of Beauty in diQerent olyecta. The in- 
finite and all-comprehending form of Beauty, which be- 
longs to the Divine Mind. The partial nnd artiticlal 
forms of Beauty, which belong to inferior iutcileciual 
beings. The origin and general conduct of beauty in 
man. The subordination of local beauties to the beauty 
of the Universe. Conclusion. 



^ Truth is here taken, not in a logical, hnt in a mixed 
and popular seastf, or lur what has been called the truth of 
things ; dcnotittc as well thtftr naintal ud regular condlf- 
Hott, at a proper ntimate or jadgmeat otnoetnlip them. 
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With what enchantment Nature^s goodly sceiy * 
' Attracts the seivie of mortals 3 how the mii^ 
For its own ey« dotb o^tjects nobler jtiU 
Pxi^pare; b^mmen by ^ons lessons leani * 
To judge of Beauty's praise ; what raptures fill 
The breast with fancy's native arts endoWd, 
And what true culture guides it to renown; 
My verse unfolds. Ye gods^ or godlike povrerv 
Ye guarcUans of the sacred task, attend 
Propitious, ibiid in h^d n'ouind your bard 
Move ip majestic measures, leading on 
His doubtful step through many a solemn path^ 
Conscious of secrets which to hiunan sight 
Ye only can reveaL Be great in him : 
And let yQur fav^mr make him wise to speak # 
Of all your wondrous empire ; wifli a voice 
So tempered to his theme^ that those, who hear. 
May yield perpetual homage to yourselves. 
Thou chief, O daughter of eternal Love, 

Wbate'er.lk^oam^ \ or Mu^^^r Qmot^ a4or'd> 
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By Grecian prophets ; to the sons of Heaven 

Known, while with deep amazement thon dost there 

The perfect counsels read| the' ideas old, 

Of thine omniscient Father ; known on eartb 

By the still borsor and tbi blissfiil tear 

With which thou seizes! on the soul of man ; 

Thou chief, poetic spirit, from the banks 

Of Avon, whence thy holy fini^rs ctill 

Fresh flowers and dews to sprinkle on the turf 

Where Sbakspeare Ues^pe present. And with thee 

Ijet Fietion eome ; on her aerial "mngs 

Waflting ten thousand colours ; which in sport. 

By the light glances of her magic eye, 

She blends and shifts at will through countless fornis^ 

Her wild creation. Goddess of the lyre, 

Whosevwfni tones control the movmg sphere. 

Wilt thoo, eternal Harmony, deseend^ 

And join this happy train ? for with thee corner 

The guide, the gtiardian of their mystic rites, 

Wise Order: and, where Order deigns to come, 

Her sister, Uberty, will not be far. 

Be present m ye Genii, who conduct 

Of yonthflil bards the lonely-wandering step [ear 

New to your springs and shades ; who toudi their 

With finer sounds, and heighten to their eye 

The pomp of nature, and before them place 

The iairest, loftiest contenance of things. » 

Nor thou, my Dyson, to the lay refine 
Tly wonted partial anchence. What, though IBrst 
In years unseasoned, haply ere tlie sports 
Of childhobd fet were o*er, the* adventurous lay 
With many splendid prospects^ many charms, 
AUnr'd my htot,nor ebnscioixi whence they sprbng^ 
Nor hfiiedfiil of thtir endi yel ierftift Tnith 
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Het empire o*er the calm, seqaeftte^d theme 
Asserted soon ; while Falsehood's evil broody- , 

Vice and deceitful Pleasure, she at once 
Exchided, and my fancy's careless toil 
Drew to the b^er cause. Maturer aid 
Thy friendsliip added, in the patlis of jife, 
The busy paths, my muKseustpm'd &et 
Preserving : nor to tnlth^ itcess c^vine, 
Through this wide argument's unbeaten space^ 
Witliholdfng surer gdidanife ; while by turns 
'We traced tlie sages old, or while the queen 
Of sctenoeB (wtaUn maiiners and the mind ▼ 
Acknowledge) ter my tme compatuonii vote^ * 
Not uniiltentive, o'er the wintry lamp^ 
Inclined her sceptre, favouring. Now the fates 
Have oth^r tasks impos'd : — to thee, ray friend^ 
The ministry of fieedom aod the faith 
Of popviA decrees, in early y wtby 
, Not ^iSfoHf they committed : mt they sent • 
To wait Oil pain ; and silent art^ to urge. 
Inglorious : not ignoble ; if my cares. 
To such as languish on a grievoilS bed,* 
Ease atad the sweet forgetAdness of ill 
Ccmdliate: nor delightkss« if the fifns^ 
Her shades to visit and lo tadte tier sprihg^. 
If some distinguisli'd hours the bounteous Muse 
Impart, and grant (what she and she alone 
Can grant to mortals) that my hand thos^ wreatht 
Of fame and jioiiest favour;* whfch (he blcss^ 
Wear in Elysium, and which niftver fdt 
Tfte breath of envy or maligiiant tongtes^ * 
Tiiat these my hand for thee and for myself 
May gatlier. Meanwhile, O my faitliful friend, 
O early choseiii, ever found the some. 
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And trusted and belov'd ; once mori the ver^ 

Long tlcstiti'd, always obvious to thine ear^ 

Attend, indulgent : so in latest ycai'S, 

When time tliy head ivitii honours shall havecloth!tf 

Sacred to even virtae, may thy mind, ^ 

Amid the diibh reyiew of seasonlpast^ 

Fair offices of friendship or kind peace 

Or public ^eal, may then thy mind well-plfia3*d 

Recai these happy studies of our prone. 

From Heaven my strains begin : from Heaven ife^ 
The flame pf geniiis to <be eiiosea brtet, {sceydr 
l^nd beauty ^ifli poetic ^onder^oin'dy 
And inspiration. Ere tlie rising sun 
Shone o'er the deep^ or mid the vault of jiight 
The moon her silver lamp suspended ere 
The vales with spring were watei^d^ or with grovel 
Of oak or pine the anrient bids were d'Own'd ; 
Then the Great ^Spirit, whofo ids worfai adore, 
Within his own deep essence view'd the forms, 
The forfiis eternal of created tlnnjfs : 
The tadiant sun ^ the moon's nocturnal lamp ; 
The mountaihs ^pd fhe streams ; the jalii^e stdrei- 
W earthy of lieaveo, of nature. From the firsty^ 
On that Aill scene his love divine he fix 
His admiration : till, in time complete. 
What he admir'd and lov'd his vital pawer 
Unfolded into bemg. Hence the breath 
Of Itfe inibrmmg each orjpmie frame : 
Bence the greeif earth, and w&d-resonndftigwaTe<T 
MenCe light and shade, alternate; warm tli and coldi* 
And bright autumnal skies, and vernal showers, 
And all the fair variety of things. 

But not alike to every mortal eye * 
is jtbii great scene miveiM* For vMnle the elaimv 
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Of social life to dififerent labours ufg6 

The active powers of nian, with wisest care 

Hath Nature on tbe maltitode of minds 

Impress -d a tarious bias ^ ^d to each 

Becreed its province in tlie common toil. 

To some she taught the fabric of the sphere, 

The changeful moon/ the circuit of the stars, 

The golden zones of Heaven ; to soi^e she gave 

To seairh thi| story of etemid thought ; 

Of space, and time ; of fete^s unbroken chain. 

And* wiIl*S quick itiovement : others by the hand 

She led o'er vales and mountains, to explore 

Wliat healing virtue dwells in every vein 

Of herbs or trees. But some to nobler hopes 

Ware destin'd : some \rHhin a iiner monld 

She wrought, and tempei^d, with a purer ftanOi^ 

To these tlie Sire Omnipotent unfolds, 

fn fuller aspects and with fairer lights, 

Tliis picture of the world. Tlirougli every part 

They trace the lofty Sketches of his hand : 

f n earth, or air, the roeadaw"]^ flowery stor^j 

The moon^s mHd radiance, or the virgin's mira 

t>res8'd in attractive smiles, they see portraj^d 

(As far as mortal eyes the portrait scan) 

Those lineaments of beauty which delight 

The mind Supreme. Tli^y also feel their force^* 

£oamour'd : they partake thcf eternal joy. * 

For, as old Memnon^s image long reno^*d 
Through fabling Egypt, at the genial touch 
Of moining, from its iuniost frame sent forth 
Spontaneous music ; so doth Nature's haud^ 
Yd certain attributes which matter claims, ^ 
Adapt the finer organs of the mmd : . » ' 
the glaa impulse of thosc^ kindred powexs 
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(Of form, of colour'B cbeerfiil pomp, of ioond 
iSeloifioos, Oi of motion aptly sped) 
Petains th^* enlivened sense ; till soon the soul 

Feels the deep concord, and assents tlirough all 
Her functions* Tlien tfie charm by Fate prepared 
Diffimeth its enchantment. Fancy dreams, 
Kapt into high discoiune with prophets old, 
Aiid wanderings through Elysiamy Fancy 4^^^^ 
Of sacred fountains, of o*ershadowif)g groves, 
Whose walks with godlike harmony resound : 
Fountains, which Homer visits : happy groves. 
Where Milton dwells : the intellectual power. 
On the mind's throne, suspends iiis gtaver eafet^ 
Add smiles : the paiAionA, to divine repose, 
Persuaded yield ; and love and joy alone 
Are waking : love and joy, such as awail^ 
An angel s meditation. O ! attend, 
Whoe'er. tho« art whom these deUghts caii touch 
Whom'Nature*a aspect^ Natdnfb simple garb 
Can thus command : O ! listen to'm^ song ; 
And 1 will guide thee to her blissful walks. 
And teach thy solitude her voice to hear, 
And|M>int her gracious features to thy view. 

Know then, whatever of tne world's ancient store, 
Wbate'er of mimfc AiVs reflected scenes,' 
IVith love and admiration thus inspire 
Attentive Fancy, her delighted sons 
In two illustrious orders compreheud, 
Self*taug)it : from him virhose nistic toil the lark 
Cheto warbling, to 4he bard whose daring Ibought.^ 
Range the fall orb of being, still the form. 
Which fancy worships, or sublime or fair 
Her Votaries proclaim. I see them d wn ; 
1 see the radiant visioni where they rise. 
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More lovely than when Lacifer disj^Iays^ , * 
His glittering forehead through the gates of morn^ 
To lead the train of Phoebus and tiie Spring. 
- Say, why was man so eminently rais'd 
Amid the vast Creation ; why cniJ>ower*d 
Through life md death to dart bis watchiiil eye. 
With thott^bt^ beyond the limit of his frame; 
But that the' Omnipotent might send him fortb^ 
In sight of angels and imm'ortal minds. 
As on an ample theatre to join 
In contest iHth his eqoatt, who shall best 
The task achieve, the eonrse of noble toils, 
By Wisdom and by Mercy pre-ofdain'd ? 
Might send him forth tlie sovereign gdod to I^arn ; 
To chase each meaner purpose from his breast ; 
And through the mists of p^sion and of sense. 
And thlbngh the pelting storms of chance and pain. 
To hold straight on wittt constant heart and eye 
Still fix'd upon his everlasting palm. 
The' approving smile of Heaven ? Else wherefore 
In mortal bosoms this unquenched hope; [burns' 
That seeks from day to day sublimer ends ; 
Happy, though restless? Why departs die soul 
Wide ffom the* track and jonmey of her times, 
To grasp the good she knows not? In the field 
Of things which may be, in the spacious field 
Of science, potent arts, or dreadful arms, * 
To raise np scenes in which her own desires 
' Contented may repose { when tttings, which are, 
PaU on her temper, like a twice-told tale : 
Her temper, stitl demanding to be free : 
Spurning the nide control of wilful might ; 
Froud of her dangers brav'd, her gneis endur*d, 

Het stireDgth lieverely ptov'd« To these bighr san% 



Digitized by Google 



108 THE PjLEASVR£$ O'F p0Qk L 

Which reasoikand affectioii prompt m nyu^ 
Not adverse nor mnqpt hath Natuife framed 
His bold ims^ination. For^ amid 
The various tbrms which this fail world presentf 
Like rivals to his choice, \irhat human breast 
£*er doubts, before the transient and minotei 



Around a wild horizon, and surveys 
Indus or Ganges rolling his broad wave 
Through mountains, plains, through 9paciou» citie.4 
And regions dark with woodsy will turn away [old^ 
To mark the path of AOipe peopiions rlU 
Which murmureth at hia feeti Whef^ 4o6a t)ie §09! 
Consent her soaring fancy to restrain, 
Which bears her up, as on an eagle's wings. 
Destined for highest Heaven ; or which o£ fate'i 
Tremendous barriers ahfill confine har flight 
1*0 any hombler guari^y ? The rich earth 
€annot detahi her ^ nor the ambient air 
With all jts changes. For a while with joy 
She hovers o'er the siin, and views the smaU 
Attendant orbs, beneath im sacred beam, 
Emerging fi<om the deep^ Uke eluster'd iale^ 
Whose rocky Awss tp the glad •ailor'a eye 
Reflect the gleams of morning : for a while 
With pride she sees his firm, paternal sway 
Bend the reluctant planets to move each 
Round itft perpetpal year. But soon sb^ qiiitf 
That prospect : meditiitiog loftier viewii 
She darts adventoroos up tiie long career 
Of cometa; through the constellations holds 
Her course, and now looks back on all the st;^ 
.Wbofa biendi^ %11^^'with ii nil^ 



Part the blue r^^n. Empyrean tracts, 
Where happy soob beyond thU congave taeaveQ 
Abide^ she then ^jqfrtmres, whence pin*er iight ^ 
For^lewnam «ge8 trateb thrbngh th#abysS; 
Norlnfli ki atght of mdrtals yet arriv'd. 
Upon the wide Creation's utmost shore 
At teogth she stands, and the dread space beyond 
Contemplates, half.recoihng : nathless down 
The gloonl^ vqU^ astooish'd^ yet nugaell'd, 
She pluDget6 ; d&wti the' m^tlloftiable gidf 
Where Ood alone hath being. There her hopes 
Rest at the fated goal. For, from the birth 
Of human kind, the Sovereign Maker said 
That not in humbte, nor in brief ddight. 
Not fli the fleetiiig echoes of itilowiiy 
|Wer^ poipfi robes, nor Pleasure's flowery lap, 
The soul should find contentmeiit ; but, from theise 
Tnming disdainful to an equal good, 
Through Nature's opening walks enlargeher aiiUi 
Till every bomid at length shoald disappear. 
And iafinite perfection fill the scene* 

Bat lo, where Beanty, dress'd tn genfler pomp. 
With comely steps advancing, claims the verse 
Her charms inspire. O Beauty ! source of praise, 
Of honour, ev*n to mute and lifeless things; 
O Ooa that kindlest in each human heart 
Love, and tile wish-cf poets, vrtien their tongne 
Would teach to other bosoips what so charms 
Thdr ovm ; O child of Nature and the soul, 
In happiest hour brought forth ; the doubtful gai b 
Of words, of earthly language, all too mean, 
Too lowly I SRceoan^ in which to dothe 
TThy film dtyine : fer thee tihe mind alone 
Beholds nor half thy brightnesB can reveal * 
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ThroQi^ those dim orgurn^ vfbom owpoieal Umdi 
O'erahii^pweth Ifay pure essence* Yet, my Mwe^ 

If Fortune call thee to-the task^ wait thou 

Thy favourable seasons : then, while fear [bounds 

And doubt are absent, tlirough v^ide Nature's 

Expatiate \vith glad step, and choose at wiU 

Whatever bright spoils the ^rid eartli contains^ 

Whatever the waters, or the liquid air, 

To manifest unblemished Beauty's praise, ^ 

And o'er the breasts of mortals to extend 

Her gracious empire. Wilt thou to the isles 

Atlantic, to the rich Hesperian clime. 

Fly in the tndo of Aatonui ; and look od. 

And learn finom Ilim *, while, as he roves around, * 

Where'er his fingers touch tiie fruitful grove, 

The branches bloom with gold ; where'er his foot 

Imprints the soul, the ripening clustet^ swell. 

Taming aside their foliage, and come forth ' 

In purple lights, till every hillock glows 

As with the blushes of an evening sky? 

Or wilt thou that Thessalian landscape tr^c;e, 

Where slow Pen^us his clear glassy tide 

Draws smooth along, between the winding cUPb * 

Of Ossa and the pathless woods nnsbom 

That wave o'er huge Olympus ? Do%m the stream. 

Look how the mountains with tlieir double range* 

Embrace the vale of Tempe : from each side 

Ascending steep to Heaven, a rocky moppd 

Covered with ivy and the laurel boughs 

That crown'd young^Phcebus for the Python slai^* 

Fair Tempi ! on whose prirofose-banks tlie mora 

Awoke most fragrant, and the noon repos'd 

In pomp of lights and shadows most sublime : 

Whoseiwns, whose giades^ere humanfootsteps yet 
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Had trac'd an entrance, were ttie liaUow'd hannt 
Of silvan powers immortal; where they sate . 
X)ft in die golden age^ tbe nymphs and fanna, 
Beneath some arbomr bgmching o*er tfie flo^bd. 
And leaning round hong on the* instmctive lips 
Of hoary Pan, or o'er some open dale 
l)anc'd in light measures to his sevenfold pipe. 
While ^piephyr's wanton hand along th|^ir patli 
Finng showers of pam^ed blossoms^ fertile dews^ 
And one perpetual^Spring. But if our task 
More lofty rites demand, with all.good vows 
Then let us hasten to tiie rural haunt \ 
Wliere yoong Melissa dwells. Nor tliou refuse 
Tiie voice which calls thee from thy lov'd retreat^ 
^ut hither, gentle maid, thy footstepa turn : » 
Here, to thy own unquestionable theme, 
O fair, O graceful, bend thy^polish'd brow^ 
Aiisenting; and the gladness of thy eyes 
Impart to me^ like morning's wished Ugllt 
Seen throujgb tl^e jirerniU air* By yonder stream. 
Where beech ^nd elm along t^e bofd^ring mead « 
Send forth wild melMy from every bongh^ 
Together let us tvandcr^ where the hills 
Covered with fleeces to the lowing vale 
Reply ; where tidings of content and p,egu:e 
Each echo bring^b "LOy howiheAvestern sun 
6*er#elds and floods, o'er every living soul, 
DilTuseth glad repose ! There while I spej^ 
Of Beauty'a honours, thou, Melissa, tliou 
Shalt hearken, not unconscious, while I tejl 
How first from Heaven slie c^me : hoipr after all # 
The work^ o^ life, the elemental scqies^ 
The hours, the seasons, she had oft explored, « 
At length lici* fistvour^te mansion and her throne 
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She fix'd in woman's form : what pleasuig tic$ 
To virtue bind her ; Mrbat effectual aid' ' 
They lend each other'a power; and lio^ 
Their imoD, should someiinambitioiis maid^ " 
To ell the' enchantment of the Idalian queen. 
Add sanctity and wisdom : while my ton^!;ue' 
Prolongs the tale, Meiissai thou may'st feiga ^ 
To wonder whence my raptnre is inspired; 
But soon the soiHe wh^ch dawns Upon thy lip 
Shall tefl it, and the tenderer bloom o'er alf 
That soft cheek springing to the marble neck^ 
Which bends aside in vain, revealing more 
What it wou^d thus keep silent, and in vaia- 
The sense of pnif se dissemftling* Then my soQg 
Great Nature^ winning arts^ which tbna inform * 
Vith joy and love the nigged breast of inan. 
Should sotmd in numbers worthy such a theme : 
Wliile all whose souls have ever felt the force 
Of those enchanting passions, to my lyre 
Should throng nttmitivey and receive once mom 
neir fnflnence, nnobscur'd by any elond 
Of vulgar cw, and purer than tlie hand 
Of Fortune can bestow : not, to confirm 
Their sway, should awful Contemplation scom 
To join Ids dictates to the genuine strain 
Of Pleasure's tongoe; nor yetsbolkld PleasureTs ear 
Be much avei^e. Ye cUefly^ gentle band • 
Of youths and virgins, who through many a wish 
And many a fond pursuit, as in some scene 
Of magic bright and fleeting, are allur'd 
By various bnuity ; if the pleasing toil 
Can yield a moment's respite, hither tuAi 
Your ihvourabte ear, and trust my words. 
I do not mean, on bless'd Keiig^ou's seat 
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PiPesentii^ jSopefstitioo'^ glo4Apv fortti, » 

To clash yonk sootbhig hop^,: I do not 

To bid the jealous tlmnderer fire flie keavens, 

Or shapes infeinal rend tlie groaning earth, 

And scare you from your joys. My cheerful song 

With happier omens caMs you to tlie fields 

Pleas^d with your geDcSH>ii8 ardtaf in the cbas^^ 

And warm like yon. Then tell me (for ye know) 

Dotli Beauty ever deign to dwell where use 

And aptitude are strangers? is hfer praise 

Confesd*d in aught whose, most peculiar ends 

Ar^ lame and fiNiitless ? or did Nature mean 

This pleasipg call the herald of a lie. 

To bhle the shame of diseord ted disease, * # 

And win each fond admirer into snares, 
Foird, baffled? No:— with better providence • 
The general mother, conscious how infirm 
Her oflbpring tread the paths of good and ill,. 
Tbos, xo tfai choice of credlnlotts desire, ^ 
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Distinguish and commend. Yon flowery bank 
Clothed in the «oft magflificence of Spring, 
Will not the flocks approve it ? will they ask 
The iMdy fed for fiastgre ? That clear riff 
Whidi frickleth ihmnnnring Horn the mossy rock, 
Yields it less wholesome beverage tb the worn 
And thirsty traveller, than the standing pool 
With muddy weeds o'er-grown ? Yon ragged vin^ 

liose lean and sullen clnstem mourn the rage 
Of Euros, wiU the wine^press or the bowl 
Report of her, as of the sweib'ng grape ' 
Which glitters through the tendrils, like a gem 
When first it meets the sun ? Or what are all 
The vUions charms to life and sense adiH>ii^*d? 
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Arc they not pledges of a state entire. 
Where native order reigns^ yrith every part 
in heaittiy and every function well performed ? 

Thus then at first was Beauty sent from Heaven^ 
The lovely ministFess of Tmlii and Good 
In this dark woi)d: for Tfotii aad Ctood are one y 
And Beauty dwells in them, and they in her, 
With like participation. Wherefore then, 
O sons of eartby would ye dissolve the tie t 
O ! wherefore witfi a raah aad greedy aim 
Seek je to rove throatdi every flatteruig scene 
Unndi Beanty seems to deck, nor ^aco inqgyra 
Where is the suifragc of eternal Truth,. 
Or where the seal of ondeceitfal good,- 
1*0 save your seardi from foUy i Wanting tbese^- 

Beanty withers ia yoar void embrace y 
And with the glitWing of an idiotis toy 
Did fancy mock your vows. Nor yet let hope^ 
That kindliest inmate of the youthful breast, 
Be hence appall'd; be tum'd to coward fiolbv 
Sitting in silence, vrith dejected eyes 
Sncarionvand with foUed tends : fyr lesa* 
Let scofit of wild ikntastie folly^s dreams; 
Or hatred of the bigot's savage pride 
Persuade you e'er that Beauty, or the love 
Wiiich waits Beauty, may not brook to hear 
The sacred lore of andeceitful good- 
And Trath^temaL Vrcm the vqlgar crowd^ 
Though Superstition, tyranness abhort^d^ 
The reverence due to this majestic pair 
With threats and execration still demands ; 
Though the tame wretch, who asks of her the waj 
To theur celestial dwellkig, she constrains 
^To qneacsb set at nought the hmp of Ofa^ 
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Within hU fiaiM ; tiuriHigiL mny a die^ 

Though forth she leads him credulous and dark^ 
And aw'd with Rubious notion ; though at length 
Haply she plunge him into cloistered ceU9 
And mansions unrelentiiig as the grave^ » 
Bat wid of mwtU ttere to mtch the taooit 
Of midni^t ; tliere» amid the screaming owPt 
Dire song, with spectres or with guilty sbadet 
To talk of pangB and everlasting woe ; 
Tet be not ye dtsmay'd. A, ge&tl^ star 
Presides o'er yotv adventure. From the bower 
Wbei« .Wisdom Bat with liar Atiieiiiiii Sims, , ^ 
Could but my happy hand entwine a wreath 
Of Plato's olive with the Mantuan bay^ ^ 
Then (fot what need of cruel fear to you^ 
To you whom godlike love can well comniaiul^^ 
Then should vog poweiftd Yoke at onee dispel 
Hiose moakiA horf ors i shoidd-in words divine 
Relate how favoured minds like you inspired. 
And taught tlieir inspiration to conduct 
By ruling Heaven's decree, through varioua walks 
And {MTOspects various^ bat deti^tliil ally 
Hove onward ; yrhiie now nyrtle g|oves app^r/ 

Now arms and radiant trophies, now the rodn m 

Of empire with the cnrule throne, or no>f 
The 4^omes of contemplation and the Muse* ^ 
Led by that hope sublime, whose cloudless eye 
Through the fair ^ils andjolkiaments of earth 
Diatems the nobler life reserved for Heaveo^ 
Fvvoui'd alike they worship round the shrine 
Where Truth conspicuous with her sister*twins^ 
The undivided py tners of her sway, 
With Good and Beauty reigns» O ! let not oa 
9m PlafumreH lying l^bm^tshmmits diitaiA'di * 
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Or crouching to the frowns of bigot rage, 

O i let not us one moment pause to join 

That chosen band. And if the gmcioos FovlftTf 

Who first awalieii'd my mitator'd song^ 

WiH to my invocation grant anew 

The tuneful spirit, then through all oor putlis 

Ne'er siiall tlie sound df this devoted lyre 

Be wanting; whether on the rosy mead 

When Snmmer smiles to imn the melting heart' 

Qf laamy^ alhirdbieilt fUietfa^ firtn 

Against the torrent and the stabnom Mil 

To urge free Virtue's steps, add to iier i>ide 

Summon that strong divinity of soul 

Whi^i conquers Chance and Fate: or on the height^ 

The goal assign'd ber^ faaply to proclaim 

Her triumph ; on her htovf to place Ae etovm 

Of uneorrupted praise ; tbiiongh fiitnre worlda 

To follow her interminated way, 

And Wess Heaven's iniaire in tlie heart of mail; 

Such is the worth of «Beauty : sndi her ptlver^f 
So bbnelessy so revef*d. It now remains. 
In just gradation throngb the various rank^ 
Of bemg, to contemplate how her gifts 
Bke in due measure, watchfhl to attend 
The steps of rising ^Nature. Last and leasts 
In 4»lour8 mingling witli a random blaze, 
Doth Beauty dwdl. Then hi^er in tlie forms 
Of simplest, easiest lAeasnre; i« the bounds- 
Of circle, cube, or sphere. The tliird ascent* 
To symmetry adds col6ur : thus the peail 
Shines in the concave of its purple bed, 
And painted shells along some ^i^ding ibpre ' 
Catdi with indented folds Hie ^ncing son. 
Kext| as uto rise^ i^pear the 4tooniin| trfbea » • 
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VJiich clothe tiie fragrant earth ; which draw from 

Their own nutrition : wliich are born and die; [hej 
Yet, in their seed, immortal : such the flowers 
With wliich young Maia pays the village-nuacU 
That hail her natal morn ; and sneh the grovq^ 
Whieii blidie ]?Qnfim xean on Vaga's bank. 
To ieed the bowl of Aricoman swains 
Who qua^T beneatli her branches. Nobler still 
Is Beauty's name where, to the full consent » 
Of members and of features^^ to tlie jpride , 
Of ^lour, and the vitiU ch^ge .of growtii/ 
life^ holy.flaiiie with pierdng sense is given. 
While active motion speaks the tempered sonl : * 
So moves the bird of Juno; sd the steed 
With rival swiftness beats the dusty plaio^ 
And faithful dogs with eager airs of joy 
Salute their fellows* What sublimer pomp 
Adorns the seat where Virtue dwells on earth. 
And Truth's eternal day-light shines around ; 
What palm belongs to man's imperial front, 
And woman powerful with becoming snuHes, 
C^ief of terj^tdal natures ; netd we now 
Strive to inculcatei Thus hath Beauty tbe^ip 
Her most conspicuous praise to matter lent, 
Where most conspicuous through that shadowy veij 
Breaks forth the bright expression of a mind ; 
By steps directing our enraptur'd search 
To Hirn^ the first of minds ; the chief ; the sole ; 
from' whom, through this wide, complicated yrorld. 
Did all her Tarious Inieaments begin ; . • 
To whom alone, consenting and entire^ ^ 
At once their mutual influence all display. 
He^GoD mo8thigh(bear viltness^rthandljieajirejii) 
•^iie living fouptaim in Himself Mntai^p 
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Of beatiteous and sublime : with Ilim enthrcm'd 

JElre days or years trod their ethereal way. 

In his supreme intelligence eofluron'd, 

The qoeen 4>f love holds her unehmded stately 

Urairia. Thee^OIMier! Ibiseictent 

Of matter; Thee, the sluggish earth and tract 

Of seas, the heavens and heavenly splendours fee! 

Pervaduigy qaickeaing, moving. From the deptti 

Of thy great essence^ forth did'st thoa conduct 

Eternal Fofm ; and itteie, where Chaos reign'd, 

Gav'st her dominion to erect her seat, A 

And sanctify the mansion. All her works 

Well-pleas'd thou didst behold : the gloomy fires 

Of storm or earthqiiake, and the purest light 

Of snmnier; soft C^pania's new-born rose. 

And the slow weed wMch pines on Russian hilIS| 

Comely alike to thy full vision stand : 

To thy surrounding vision, which unites 

All essences and powers of the great wof Id 

Jn one sole ordor, finr alike they stand. 

As ftatdls well conseifting, and alike 

Kequir'd by Na Ae ere Ae could attain 

Her just resemblance to the perfect shape 

Of universal beauty, which witli Thee 

Dwelt from ^e tii*st. Thou also, ancient mind, 

Whom loye and free-beneficence await 

In all thy doings ; to inferior min^, 

Thy offspriug, and to man, thy youngest SOU, 

Refusing no convenient gift nor good; 

•I'heir eyes didst open, in this earth, yon beavei^ 

Those starry worlds, the countenance divine 

Of beauty to behold. But not to^em 

Otd'sirthou her awfid magnitude reveal 

^Hich as before thine own unbounded tight 
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.^he stands, (for never shall created saul 
Conceive that object) nor, to all their kinds, 
The sa^e in shape or*features did'st thou frame 
^Hgr image. ]tf easupng well their different sphere! 
vOf sense imd action, thy paternal band 
Hath for each race prepared a different test 
Of Beauty, own'd and reverenc'd as tljeir guide 
Most apt, most faithful. Thence 5 nform'd, they,scaa 
The objects t}iat surround them, and select ; 
jfince the great whole ijisclaims their .scanty yiei^ 
Eadi for himself selects pecupar parts 
.Of Nature ; what tlie standsird fijc*d by Heaven 
Within his breast approves: acquiring thu$ 
A partial beauty, which becomes bis lot ; 
A beauty which his eye may comprehend^ 
His band may copy : leaving, Q Sopremel 
4> Then, whom none hath ntter^dl leaving a& 
To Thee that infinite, consummate form. 
Which the great powers, the gods around tliy thrcyz^ 
And'iieiarest to tliy copiisels, i^now with tlie«^ 
For ever to have l^een j ImK who she is, / 
Or wfafit h^ likeness know lio|. Man inrve^fS 
A narrower scene, where, ^y the niix'd effect 
Of things corporeal on his passive niind^ * 
He judgeth what is fair. Corporeal things 
The mind of man imp^el with various powers^ 
And various features to l^s eye disclose. 
The powers wtvidi moite his ienm witii iQstiml: joy, 
The features which attract liis heurt to love» 
He marks, combine*, repoaits. Other powers 
And features of the self-same thin^^ (unless 
The beauteous form^ the creature of his mind^ . 
Jbe<{liest their close alliance) he o'erlooks 
Forgott^ ; or with self-begailing zeal, 
ITbenc'er 1^ passioiis niiingle in the wprk^ 



Half alt^rs^ half disowns. The tribes of men 
Thus from their different flinctions smd the shapes 
Familiar to their eye^ with art .oblajn^ 
pnconsdons of Aeir purpose, yet with art 
Obtain the Beauty fitting man to (ove : 
Whose proud deaires from Nature's homely toil • • 
Oft tuni away, fa&tidious : asking still 
His mind's high aid| t% purify ttie form 
From matter's gross comiiiiinton ; toseenre 
For ever, from the meddUug hand of change 
Or rude decay, her features ; and to ad^ 
Whatever onraments may suit her mjien, 
Where'er be finds them scattered through .the paths 
Of nature or of fortune^ I'ben he fieats * 
Hie acco9ipUsh*d iojage deep i^Hflnn bis breast, 
Jleviews it, and accomits it good and fair. 

Tlius tbe pne 3eauty of the world entire, 
The universal Venus, far beyond , 
!^e keenest effort of created eyes, 
And their most ^de liorizon, dii|^ll8 enthrou'4) 
In atiSient s^ence* At her footstool stands 
An siltar banvng with eternal fire 
Unsullied, unconsuraM. Here every hour^ 
Here every moment, in their turns arrive 
Her offspring \ an innumerable band 
Of si^ers^ comely all ! b^t diiferipg fiir 
In age, in stature, and e^r^ijre m.ien. 
More than bright Helen from her new-borp babe. 
To this xnate;-nal s^irine in turns they come, 
Each with her sacred lamp ; that from the source 
Of living fls^e, which here immortal flows. 
Their portions of its lustre they may draw . 
For days, or months, or years ; ibr ages, sofflie^; 
As their great parent's discipline reqmres. 
Then to their eeveral mansions they (Jcj|ai% 



In sUrft^ in pl^ets, tlirough the unknown shores 
X>f yon •tbereal f ceaii. ^ho can tell, 
£v*n on tbe surface of this rolling earth, 
How many make abode? The fields, the groves, 
The winding rivers and the azure main, 
Are renrfer'd solemn by their frequent feet, 
Their rites sublime. There each her destined home 
Informs with that pnre vdiance from the skies 
Brofighi down, tad sfalkies thronghont her little 
Exulting. Straight, as travellers by night [sphere^^ 
T\irn toward a distant flame, so some fit eye, 
Among the various tenants of tlxe scene. 
Discerns the heaven-bom phioitom seated tl^erei 
And owns her i^ni^ns.. H^oe the wpde universe, 
t*hron^ all the seasons of reivolvjng workb. 
Bears witness with its people, gods and men. 
To Beauty's blissful power, and with the voice 
Of grateful admiration stiil resounds : 
'^'hat voice to which is Beauty's frame divine^ 
As is the cnilliing pf jtfae master's hand 
To the sweet accent of fhe well-tim*d lyre. 

Genins of ancient Greece, whose faithful steps 
Have led us to tliese awful solitudes 
Of Nature iipd of Science ; nurse rever'd 
Of generous compels and heroic deeds^ 
0 f let Qome portion of tfay matehless praise 
D.well in my breast, and leach me to adorn 
This unattempted theme. Nor be my thoughts 
Presumptuous counted, if amid the calm 
Which Uesp^sheds along the vernal he^en, 
If from vulgar Superstition's walk. 
Impatient steal, and from the' unseemly rites 
Of splendid Adulation, to attend 
With hymns thy prescjncc in tlfe silvan shade^ 
3y their maliguant footsteps improfim'd* 
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fiomef O renowned power ; tliy glowing mien 
Such, and so elevated aU thy foraiy 

As when the grfeat barbaric lord, again 
And yet again diminished, hid his face 
Among the herd of satraps and of kiiii;8 
And, at the Mghtqing of thy li^^ed spear, 
CroQdi*d like a atave, Brii^ ail thy martial spoiUr^ 
Thy palms, thy lanrels, thy triumphal songs, 
Thy smiling band of arts, thy gocliike sire^ * 
Of civil wisdom, thy nnconquer'd youth 
After some glorious day rejoicing i-ouud 
Thdr new-erected trophy. Guide my feet 
Through fiiur Lyq^um's walk, the oUve shades 
Of Aeademns, and the sacred vale » 
Haunted by steps divine, where once beneath 
That ever-living platane's ample boughs 
• lUssus^ by Socratic sounds detained. 
On his neglected nm atteptive lay ; 
While Boreas lingering on the neighbouring stce^ 
With beauteous Orithyia, his love-tale 
p In silent awe suspended. Tliere let me 
With blameless hand, fiom thy nnenvions fields^ 
Transplant some living blossoms^ to ado;ii 
My native cUme : whiles far beyond the meed 
Of Fancy% t<fil aspiring, I nnloek 
The springs of ancient wisdom : while I add 
^What cannot be disjoined from Beanty's praise) 
Thy name and native dress, thy works belov*d 
And honour*d : while to my compatriot yoatd 
I point 4he great txample erf thy sAs, 
4^d tune to Attic themes the British lyre. 
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BOOIi THE SECOND, 



t76i, 



.introduction /to this more difficult pjirt of llie subjeot. MM 
Trutli and its rhree classes, matter of fact, experimental 
or scientitlcal truth, (contradisliuguished from opinion) 
and universal tfutb; vhicb last is either metapbysicnl or 
jccometrical, €itber purely intellectual or perfectly ab* 
■^racteiL On the power of dUceftiiiig trutli depends that 
•f aetlDf with the view of an end ; a chrcnmtAice cwcn* 
thit to TlrtHe« Of Vlrtttd^ cosiidered In the divine mind 
at a perpetual and uulvenaf beneficence. Of bnman vlr- 
.ta^. considered |^ a system pf particniar ^itlments an^ 
sctions, suitable to tbe^iesign of .Pfbvidenceand theeon- 
dition of man ; to whom K constitutes the chief good 
^the first beauty. Of Vice and its origin. Of Ridicule: 
Its general nature and Hnai canse. Of the Passions; par- 
ticularly of those ivhich relate to evil natural or moral, 
and which are generally accounted painfuJ» t|iough not al- 
jfftp ni)al^ei^ed pleasure. 
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Thi^s far of Beauty and the pleasing formj< 
Which man's untutor'd fancy, from the seeaei 
Imperfect of this ever-changing vorld, 
Gr&tes $ and views, enmoorU Now my song" 
Severer themes demand ; mjrsterions tnifli ; ^ 
And virtue, sovereign good : flie spells, fle traiiii^ 
Hie progeny of Error : the dread sway 
Of passion ; and whatever hidden stores 
From her own lofty deeds and from herself 
The mind acqnhres. Severer afgnment : 
Not less attractive ;* nor deserving less 
A constant ear. Fbr whaC are all the forms- 
Educed by fancy from corporeal tilings. 
Greatness, or pomp, or symmetry of parts ? 
Not tending to the heart, soon feeble grows. 
As the blunf arrow Against the knotty trunk. 
Their Impubo on ffie sense : while the pdlM 
Expects in vain |ts tribute ; asks in vain. 
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Where are tbe otnanieiitB it once admir'd i— 
Not so tbe moral species, nor the powers 
Of passion and of thought. The* ambitious mind 
With obj^ts boundless as her own desires 
Cm there converse : by these unfiiding foiaii 
I'oQch'd and awaken'd stiU^ with eager act 
St» bends eadi neffve, and mediti^ weil-pleasNi 
Her gifts, her godlike fortune. Such the teenea 
Now opening round us. May the destined versa 
Maintain its equal tenor, though in t^cts 
Obscure nd arduous ! May the source of lil^t, 
All-preaiNily alksufficicDt^ guide onr steps 
Hirongh every maael and i^bi hi childish years' 
From the loud throngs tbe beaten paths of wealth 
And power, thou di4st apart send forth to speak 
In tuneful words concerning highest things, 
Him stiU do thouy O Fatter! at those hoow 
Of pensive freedom^ When the immn sold 
Shuts out the rumour of the world,' him still 
Touch thou with secret lessons : call thou back 
Each erring thought ; and let the yielding straats 
From hiifnU bosom, like a welcome rill 
Spontftieons from its healtliy foontain, flow ! 

But from what name, vifaat favopfahle sign. 
What heavenly auspice, rather shaU I date 
My perHous excursion^ than from truth, 
That nearest inmate of tlie human soul ; 
Estrangi'd from vvhom, the eoui^tenance dtvinct 
Of ntaif disfigur'd and disbonotti!<*d sinks ^ 
Among inferior things P For to the brutes 
Perception and the transient boons of sensa 
Hath Fate imparted ; but to man alone 
Of sublunaiy beings was it given 
Each fle^tiilg Wl^tijii^ tha sai)sai^ powait^ 
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At leisure to rdview ^ with equal eye 
To scan the passion of tlie stricken nerve^ 
Or the vague oljtect striking : to ccmduct 
From seiDse^ the Boita)rtiirb«leiit and land/ 
hsto the nihid% wide palace one by one « 
The frequent, pressing, fluctuating forms, « 
And question and compare them. Thiis he leaml^ 
Tlieir birtii and forlmies ; how aUied they haunt 
The avenues of aowe; what laws direct 
Their union y and what vjirions dbeords rise. 
Or fixed or casual : which when his clear thou^ 
Retains and when his faithfid words express^* 
That living image of the' external scenf^* 
As in a pohsh'd mitrov held to view, 
Jb truth : where'er it variesirom ttie sbapo 
And blue of its exemplar in thst part 
pini error lurks. Moreover, from without 
When oft the same society of forms 
In the satne order have approach*(l his mind^ 
He deigns no more theur steps witiMnrious heed^ 
To trace ; no more ttieir features or their gartr 
He now examkies ; but of them and their 
Condition, as witli some diviner's tongue, 
Affirms what Heaven in every distant placs;^ 
Tiirough every future season, will decree. 
This too is trutba vrtiere*er his prudentlips 
Wait tin ezporienee diligent md slow 
Has author!^ d their sentence, this is truths 
A second, higher kind : the parent tliis 
Of science ; or the lofty power herself, 
Science herself : en whom tiie wants mi oarsi 
Of social life depend; the substituto 
Of Oon's own wisdom in this, toilsome world > 
ni«P4«n4^jes.9f injwr Y^t in v^in^ 
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To earn her aid, with fix'd aiid anxious eye 
He looks on Nature's and%ii Fortune't coone ^ 
Too moch in vain. His duller visoal ray 
The stillness and the persevering acts . 
Of Nature oft elude ; and Fortune oft 
With Ktep fantastic from lier wonted walk 
Turns into mazes dim ; his sight is foiN ; 
And the erode isent^ee of his faltering tongue 
Is but opinion^ verdict, half belieiF*d 
And prone to change. Here thou, who fcel'st thine 
Congenial to my lyre*s profounder tone, [eat 
Pause, and be watehfiil. Hitherto tlie stores^ 
Wliich feed thy mind and exercise her powers^ 
Pturtake the relish of their native soil. 
Their purent earth. But know, a nobler doWer 
Her Sire at birth decreed her ; purer giftsr 
From his own treasure ; forms which never deij^'d 
In eyes or ears to dwell, within the sense 
Of earthly organs ; but sublime were placed 
Id his esseuthl reason, leadllig there 
That vast ideal host vrhich all his worics 
Tlirough endless ages never will reveal. 
Thus then endowed, the feeble creature man. 
The slave of lumger and the prey 1>f death, 
Ev'n now, ev^ h^, in earth'k dim prison bound. 
The language of intelligence divine 
Attains; repeating oft concerning one 
And many, pass'd and present, parts and whole, 
Those sovereign dictates which in ftirtheat Heaven^ 
Where no orb rolls, eternity's iix'd ear 
Hears froui coeval truth, when diance nor dmnge, 
Natnrclll loud progeny, nor Nattire^s self 
Dares Intenticddle or approach her throne. 
Ere long, o'er thift cprporeal world be laAitis 
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To* extend her sway ; while calling from the de^p, 
From earth and air, their multitudes untold 
Of figures and of motions round bis waik^ 
For each wide family some single birtli 
He sets in view, the' impartial type of all 
Its brelfaren ; safiering it to chim, beyond 
Their common heritage, no private gift, 
No proper fortune. Then whatever his eye 
In this discerns, his bold unerring tongue 
Prononnceth of the kindred, without bound^ 
Without condition. Such the rise of foims 
SequesteiM fiur from sense and every spot 
Peculiar in tlie realms of space or time : 
Such is the throne which man for Truth amid 
The paths of mutability hath built 
Secure^ unshaken, still ; and whence he views, 
In matter's monldering structureS| the puie forms 
Of triangle or circle, cube or cone, 
Impassive all ; whose attributes nor force 
Nor fate can alter. There he first conceives 
True beings and an intellectual world 
The same this hour and ever. Thence he deems 
y Of his own lot; above the painted shapes 
' That fleetiog move o'er this terrestrial seene 
l^fl^oks up ; beyond the adamantine ^ates 
^^^1 death expatiates ; as his birthright claims , 
leritance in all tlie works of God ; 
spares for endless time his plan of life. 
Id counts the universe itself his home. 
Wiience also but from truU), the light of minds, 
human fortune gladdened with the rays 
If virtue? with the moral colours throvm ^ 
»n every walk of this our social scene^ 
.doiping for liie eye of gods and men 



Digitized by Google 



130 THE pIeasures Book 

The passions, actions, habitades of Ufe, 

And rendering eartli like Heaven, a eacred place 

Where love and praise may take delight to dwell P 

Let none with heedless tongue from Trutli disjoin 

The reign of Virtue. Ere the day-spnn|» flowed, 

Like sisters link'd in concord's golden chain, 

They stood before the great Eternal Mind, 

Their cotnmon parent ; and by him were both 

€ent forth among bis creatures, hand in hand, 

Inseparabl) joined : nor e'er did Tmth 

Find an apt ear to listen to her lore, [Tnith's 

Which knew not Virtue's voice ; nor, save wliere 

Majestic words are heard and understood^ 

l>otb Virtue deign to' Inhabit. Go, inquire 

Of Nature ; not among Tartarian rocks^ 

Whither the hnngiy vulture with its prey • 

Returns^ not where the lion's sullen roar 

At noon resounds along the lonely banks 

Of ancient Tigris : but her gentler scenes, 

The dove-cote and the shepherd's fold at mom. 

Consult; or by the meadow's fragrant hedf^o, 

In spring-time when the woodlands first aie grcen^ 

Attend the hnnet singing to his mate 

Coucb'd o'er their tender young. To tliis fond care 

Thou dost not virtue^ honourable name 

Attribute : wherefore, Mve that not one gleam 

Of truth did e'er discover to themselves 

Their little hearts, or teach them^ by the' effects 

Of that parental love^ the love itself 

To judge, and measure its officious deeds? 

But man, whose ^elids truth has fill'd vrith day, 

IKscems how skimilly to bounteous ends 

His wise affections move ; with free accord 

Adopts their guidance yields himself secure 
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To Nature's pradeot iinpabe ; mnd coii?ert» 
IitttitiGt to doty and to sacred law. 
Hence right and fit on earth : wliile thus to man 
Tlie' Almiglity Legisiator hath explained 
The springs of action fix'd within bis breast; 
Hath given him pow^ to slacken or restrain 
Their effort ; and batti shown him how they join 
Their partial movements with tlic master-wheel 
Of the gi eat world, and serve tliat sacred end 
Which he, tlie' unerring reason, keeps in view. 

For (if a mortal tongue may speak of him 
And his dread ways) even as his boundless eye 
Connecting every form and every change. 
Beholds the perfect beauty j so his virill. 
Through every liour producing good to all 
The family of creatures, is itself 
The perfect virtue. Let the gratefid swam 
Remember this, as oft with joy and pndse 
He looks upon the fiSKng dews which clothe 
IBs hwns witli verdure, and the tender seed 
Nourish vnthin his fuiTows : when between 
Dead seas and burning skies^ where long uomhv'd 
The bark had languished, now a rustiing gsNe 
Lifts o'er the fickle waves hei dancing prow, 
Let the glad pilot, bnntuig out in thanks, * 
Remember this : lest blind o'erweening pride 
Pollute their offerings : lest tlieir selfish heart 
Say to the heavenly ruler, ' At our call 
Relents thy power: by ics thy arm iir mov'd/ 
Fools I vrtio of CrOD as of each olher'deem : 
Who his invariable acts deduce 
From sudden counsels transient as their oym ; 
Nor further of his bounty, than the' event 
Which bqply meetrtheir hmd and eag^r pn^ery 
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Acknowledge ; nor, beyond the drop minute 
Which haply tliey have tasted, heed the source 
Thul flows ibraU} the ibiiiilRiQ of his love 
Which, firom the auniiiiit where he sits entinroiMy 
Poui's heaitli and joy, unfailing streams, throughout 
The spacious region flourishing in view^ 
The goodly work of his eternal day, 
His own fiiir universe ; on which alone 
His connsels fiac, and whence alone his will 
Assumes her strong directimi. 8oeh is now 
His sovereign purpose; such it was before 
All multitude of years. For his right arm 
Was never idle : his bestowing love 
J^ew no beginmng; WM not as a change 
Of mood that woke at tast and ftarted up 
After a deep and solitary sloth 
Of boundless ages. No : He now is good^ 
He ever was. The feet of hoary Time 
Tiiroogb tlieir eternal course have travell'd.o'er 
No speechless, lifeless desert; hot tfarooi^ soenes 
Checfffhl with bonnty still ; among a pomp 
Of worlds, for gladness round the Maker*8 throne 
Loud-shouting, or, in many dialects 
Of hope and filial trust, imploring dience 
The fortunes of their peopte: where so fix'd . 
Were aU the dates of being, so disposed 
To every living soiri of every kind 
The field of motion and the hour of rest. 
That each the general happiness might serve; 
And, by the discipline of laws divine 
Convinced of folly or chastis*d from gnilt^ 
Each might Bt length be iiappy. WfantremaiBs 
Shall be like what is passUl ; but fairer still, 
And atiiyucreasing in the godlike gifts 
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Of life and trutlu The same paternal hand, 

From the mute^bell-fiab gaipiiig on the sboie, 

To men, to angdsy to celestial minda» 

Will ever lead the generations on 

Through higher scenes of being : while, supplied 

From day to day by his enlivening breat^i. 

Inferior orders in succession rise 

To fill the void below. As flame ascendiy 

As ▼apom* to the earth in showers retom, 

As the pois'd ocean toward the' attracting moon 

Swells, and the ever-listening planets charmed 

By the sun's call their onward pace incline, 

So all things which have life aspire to Gnio^ 

Exhan»llc88 foont of inteUectnal day 1 

Centre of sonhi Nor doth the mastering voice 

Of Nature cease witliin to prompt aright 

Their steps ; nor is the care of Heaven with-beid 

From sending to the toil external aid ; 

That in their stations all may persevere 

To chmb the' asoent of beings and approach 

For evor nearer to the life divine. 

But this eternal fabric w^ not rais'cl 
For man*s inspection. Though to some be given 
To catch a transient visionary gUnipse 
Of that nngestie seene which boundless Power 
Prepares for perfeet goodness, yet in ymi 
Would human life her iaenlties expand 
To* embosom such an object. Nor could e'er 
Virtue or praise have touched the hearts of men, 
Had not the Soverei^i Guides through every stage 
Of this their varions jonmqr^ pointed out 
New hopes, new toUs^ winch to their humble sphere 
Of sight and strength might such importance hold 
As doth the wide creation to hia own* 
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Heuce all the little charities of life, 
With all tbeir daties : hence that favourite palm 
Of hoinaii will, when dnty is soffic'd^ 
And still the liberal soul in ampler deeds 
Would manifest herself; that sacred sign 
Of her revefd affinity to Him 
Whose bounties are his own ; to whom none said. 
^ Create the wisest, fullest, fiiirest world, 
And make its ofispring happy f who, intent 
Some likeness of Himself among his works 
To view, hath pour'd into the human breast 
A ray of knowledge and of love, which guides 
Earth's feeble race to act their Maker's part, 
Self«jadgu)g, seU^blig'd : while, fimn before 
That god*Hke fonetion, the gi8:antie power 
Necessity, though wont to curb the force • 
Of Chaos and the savage elements, 
Retires abash'd, as from a scene too high 
For her brute tyranny, and with her bears 

scorned followers, Terror, and base Awe 
Who blinds hersdf, and that iiUmted pair, 
Obedience link'd with Hatred. Then the soul 
Arises in her strength ; and, looking round 
Her busy sphere, whatever work she views, 
Whatever counsel bearing any trace 
Of her Creator's likeness, whetfaer iqpt 
To aid her fellows or preserve herself 
In her superior functions unimpaired, 
Thither she turns exulting : that she claims 
As her peculiar good : on tliat, through ail 
The fickle seasons of the day, she looks 
^Ifa reverence still : to diat, as to a fence 
Against affliction and the darts of pain, 
J$er drooping hopes repair : and, once oppos'd 
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To thaty all other pleasure, other wealth. 
Vile, as the dross upon the molten gold, 
Appears, and loathsome as the briny sea 

To him ^ho languishes with thirst and sighs 
For some known fountain pare. For wliat can strive 
With Virtue? Which of Nature*s regions vast 
Can in so many forms produce to sight 
Sach powerfiil Beanty? Beauty, which the eye 
Of Hatred eannot look upon secure : ' 
Which Envy's self contemplates, and is turn'd 
Ere lonj]^ to tenderness, to infant smiles, 
Or teal's of humblest love. Is aught so &ir 
In all the dewy landscapes of the Spruig, 
The Summer's noontide groves, the purple eve 
At harvest-home, or in Uie frosty moon 
Glittering on some smooth sea; is aught so fair 
As virtuous friendship ? as the hononr'd roof 
Whither from highest Heaven immortal I^ove 
His torch etber^ and his golden bow 
Propitious brings, and there a temple holds 
To whose unspotted service, gladly vow'd. 
The social band of parent, brother, child, 
With smiles and sweet discourse and gentle deeds 
Adore his Powers What gift of riehest clune 
Efer drew such eager eyes, or prompted such 
Deep wishes, as the zeal that snatcheth back 
From Slander's poisonous tooth a foe's renown; 
Or crosseth danger in liis lion walk, 
A rival's Ut*e to rescue? as the young 
Athenian warrior sitting down in bonds^ 
That his great &ther's body might not want 
A peacefol, humble^tomb? the Roman wife 
Teaching her lord how harmless was the wound 
Of death, how impotent the tyrant's rage, 
Who nothing more could threaten to afflict 
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Their fiuthful love? Or ia there in the' abyss^ 
Is there^ amoDg the adamawrine spheres 
Wheeling unshaken through die bomidless void, 

Aught that with halt\such majesty can fill 
The human bosom, as when 6rutu8 rose 
Refulgent from the stroke of Caesar's fate 
Amid the crowd of patriots ; and, bis arm 
Aloft extending like etennd Jo?e 
When guilt brings down the tfaonder, call'd aloud 
On Tiiliy's name, and shook the crimson sword 
Of Justice in his rapt astonished eye^ 
And bade the father of his country hail, 
For \oy the tyrant prostrate on the dost^ 
And Rome again is free? Thus, Ibrough tlie paflw 
Of human life, in various pomp arrayed 
Walks the wise daughter of the Judge of Heaven, 
Fair Virtue ; from her Father's throne supreme 
Sent down to utter laws, such as on earth 
Most apt be knew, most powerful to promote 
Tlie weal of Bil bis works, the gradoas end 
Of his dread empire. And tliough haply man'* 
Obscurer sight, so far beyond himself 
And the brief labours of his little home. 
Extends not ; yet, by the bright presence won 
Of this divine instmctress, to ber sway 
Pleas'd be assents, nor beeds the distant goal 
To which her voice conducts him. Thus hath God, 
Still looking toward his own high purpose, fix'd 
The virtues of his creatures ; thus he rules 
The parent's fondness and the patriot*s leal $ 
Thus the warm sense of honour and of shame ; 
The vows of gratitude, the faiA of love ; 
And all Uie comely intercourse of praise. 
The joy of human life, tlie earthly Heaven f 
How tar unlike them must the lot of guilt 
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Be found? Or what terrestrial woe can match 

The self-convicted bosonii which hath wrooglit 

The bane of otheiB» or eii8lav*d itself 

Vnth shackles vile i Not poison, nor sharp fire. 

Nor the worst pangs that ever monkish hate 

Sn^vested, or despotic rage impos*d, 

Were at tliat season an unwish'd exchange ; 

When the soul loatfas herself: when, flying thenee 

To crowds, on eveiy brow she sees portrayed 

Fell demons, Hiate or Scorn, which drive bar back 

To solitude, her Judge's voice divine 

To liear in secret, haply sounding through 

The troubled dreams of midnight, and still still 

Demanding for his viohited laws 

Fit reconqpense, or charging her own tongue 

To speak the* award of Jnstice on hersdf. 

For well she knows what faithfiil hints within 

Were whisper'd, to beware the lying forms 

Which turn'd her tbotsteps from the safer way. 

What cautions to suspect their painted dress^ 

And look with steady eyelid on their smiles, 

Their frowns, their tears. In vain : the dazzling hnes 

Of Fancy, and Opinion's eager voice. 

Too much prevailed. For mortals tread the path 

In which Opinion says, they follow good 

Or fly firom e?tt: and Opinion gives 

Report of good or evil, as the scene 

Was drawn by Fancy, pleasing or deformed : 

Thus her report can never there be true 

Where Fancy cheats the intellectual eye 

With glaring colours and distorted lines. 

Is flum a man to whmn the name of death 

Brings terror's ghastly pageants coqfurM vp 

Before him, death-bed groans, and dismal vows^ 
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And the frail soul plunged headlong from the briak^ 
Of life and daylight down the gloomy air^ 
An unknowo depth, to gulft of tortiuing fire 
Vnvisited by mercy? Then what hand 
Can snatch this dreamer from the fatal toils 
Which Fancy and Opinion thus conspire 
To twine aroand liis heart c* Or who shall hush 
Their clamour, when Ihey tell him that to die^ 
To risk those horrors, is a direr cnrse [prayers- 
Than basest life can bring? Though Love with 
Most tender, with affliction's sacred tears. 
Beseech his aid ; though gratitude and faith 
Condemn each st^p wliich loiters ; yet let noner 
Make answer for him that if any frown 
Of danger tiiwart bis path, he will not stay 
Content, and be a wretch to be secure. 
Here Vice begins then : at the gate of life, 
Ere the young multitude to diverse roads 
Part, like fond piigrnns on a jonraey' unknown^ 
Sits FMuacyf deep enchantress; and to each 
With kind maternal iod^s presents her bowl, 
A potent beverage. Heedless they comply : 
Till the whole soul from that mysterious draugh% 
Is ting'd,.and every transient tliought imbibes 
Of gladness or dis^t. desire or fear. 
One homebred eolonr : which not all the lights 
Of science e*er shall change ; not all the storms 
Of adverse fortune wash away, nor yet 
The robe of purest virtue quite conceal. 
Thence on they pass, where meeting frequent shapes 
Of good and evil, cunning phantoms apt 
To fire or freese the breast, with them they joiA . 
In dangerons parley ; listening oft, and oft 
(i^ing with reckiesi passion, while g«krb 
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The spectre heightens, and its pompous tale 
Repeats with some new circumstance to suit 
Tiiat early tiDClore 4»f the hearer's sonL 
And sheidd Ihe guardian. Reason, but for one 
Short moment yield to this illusive scene 
His ear and eye, the* intoxicating charm 
Involves him, till no longer he discerns, 
Or only guides to err. Then revel forth 
A fbrim^ band that spnro him from the throne^ 
And all is uproar. Henee Ambition climbs 
With sliding feet and faau<ls impure, to graijp 
Those solemn toys which gUtter in his view 
On Fortune's rugged steep : hence pale Revenge 
Unsheaths her murderous dagger : Rapine hence 
And envious Lust, by venal fenud npbome, 
Surmount the reverend barrier of the laws [crimes 
Which kept them from their prey : hence all the 
That e'er defil'd tlie earth, and all the plagues 
That follow tiiem for vengeance, in the guise 
Of Hononr^ Safety, Pleasure, Ease, or Pomp» 
Stole first into the fond believing mind. 

Yet not by Fancy's witchcraft on the brain 
Are always the tumultuous passions driven 
To guilty deeds, nor Reason bound in chains 
That Vice alone may lord it. Oft adom'd 
With motley pageants, FoUy mounts his throne, 
And plays her idiotantics, like a queen. 
A thousand ''arbs she wears : a thousand wavs 

D w 

She whirls her giddy empire. Lo, thus far ' 
With bold adventure to the Mantuan lyre 
I sing for contemplation linked with love, 
A pensive theme. Now haply should my soi^ 
Unbend ttat serious countenance, and-Ieara 
I'ka^a's tripping gait, her shriU-ton*d voicej^. 
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Her wiles familiar : whether scorn she datts 
In wanton ambush from her lip or eye^ 
Or whether with a sad disguue^iif care 
O'ennantling her gay brow, Ae acts in sport 
The deeds oi Folly, and from all sides round 
Calls forth impetuous Laughter's gay rebuke ; 
Her province. But through eveiy comic scene 
To lead Muse with her light pencil arm'd ; 
Throng every svrifk oecasioii winch the band 
Of Laughter points at, wlien the mirthfiit sting 
Distends her labouring sides and chokes her tongue; 
Were endless as to sound each grating note [grave 
Witli which the rpoks, and chattering daws, and 
Unvrieldy inmates of the village pond. 
The changing seasons of the sky prodaim ; 
Sun, cloud, or shower. Suffice it to have said, 
Wliei e'er the power of Ridicule displays 
Her qualnt-ey'd visage, some incongruous form. 
Some stobbom dissonance of things combined, 
Strikes on her qiiick perception : whether Pomp^ 
Or Praise, or Beanty be dragged in and shown 
Where sordid fasliions, where ignoble deeds, 
Where foul deformity is wont to dwell ; 
Or whether these with shrewd and wayward spite 
Invade resplendent Ponip*s imperious mien^ 
The charms of beauty, or the boast of praise. 

Ask we for what fhir end the* Afanighty She 
In mortal bosoms stirs tliis gay contempt, 
These grateful pangs of laughter ; from disgust 
Educing pleasure? Wherefore, but to aid 
The tardy steps of Reason, and at once 
By this prompt impidse urge us to depress 
Wild Folly's aims? For though the sober light 
Of truth ftloW'dawning on the watchful mind 
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At length unfolds^ through many a subtile tie^ 
How these uncoath disord^ end at last 
In public evil ; yet beoignant Heaven, 
Gonsdons haw dim the dawn of troth appears 
To thousands^ conscious what a scanty pause 
From labour and from care the wider lot 
Of luimble life affords tor studious thought 
To scan the maze ctf Nature, therefoie stamped 
These glaring scenes with elmracters of sconit 
As broad, as obvious to the passing clown 
As to the lettered sage's curious eye. 

But other evils o'er the steps of man 
Through all his walks impend \ against whose might 
The slender darts of Laughter nought avail: 
A trivial warfare. Some, like cruel guards, 
On Nature's ever-moving throne attend ; 
With miscliief arm'd for him whoe'er shall thwart 
The path of her mexorable wheels, * 
While she pursues the work that must be done 
Through oeean^ earth, and ain Hence, frequent 
forms 

Of woe ; the merchant, with his wcaltliy bark. 
Buried by dashing waves ; the traveller 
Pierced by the pointed lightning in his haste ; 
And the poor husbandman, with folded arms. 
Surveying his lost labours, and a heap 
or blasted dwff the product of the fteM 
Whence he expected bread. But worse than these 
I deem, fer worse, that other race of ills 
Which human kind rear up among themselves ; 
That horrid ^bpring vriiich misgoveiif d Will 
Beers to fantastic Error; vices, crimes. 
Furies that curse the earth, and make ttie blows^ 
The heaviest blows, of Nature*s innocent haud 
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Seen sport : which are iudeed bat as the care 
Of a wise parent, who elicits good 

To all her house, though haply at the price 
Of tears and froward wailing and reproach 
From some unthinking child, whom not the less 
Its mother destines to be happy still* 

These sources then of pain, this double lot 
Of evil in ttie' inheritance of man, 
Requir'd for ids protection no slight force, 
No careless watch; and therefore was his breast 
Fenc'd round with passions quick to be aiariu'd. 
Or stobbom to oppose ; with fear, more swift 
Than beacons catching flame firom hill to hill, 
Where armies land ; with anger, uncontroird 
As the young lion bounding on his prey ; 
With sorrow, that locks up the struggling heart. 
And shame, that overcasts the drooping eye 
As with a cloud of Hghtning. These the part 
Perform of eager inonitors, and goad 
The soul more sharply than with points of steel, 
Her enemies to shun or to resist. 
And as those passion^ that converse with good. 
Are good themselves ; as hope and love and joy. 
Among the ftirest and the sweetest boons 
Of life, we rightly count: so these, vAich guard 
Against invading evil, still excite 
Some pain, some tumult : these, within the mind 
Too oft admitted or too long retained, 
Shock their frail seat, and by their micnrb*dnrage 
To savages more feU than Libya breeds 
Transformlliemselves : till human thought becomes 
A gloomy ruin, haunt of shapes unblessed. 
Of self-tormenting fiends; horror, despair, 
Hatred, and wicked euvy ; foes to all 
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The works of Nature and Uie gifts of Heaven. 
But when Uirougli bianieless patiis to righteous 
ends 

Those keener passions nrge the' awaken'd sooli 

1 would not, as ungracious violence^ 

Thdr sway describe, nor from their free career 

The fellowship of Pleasure quite exclude. 

For wliat can render, to the self-approv'd, 

Tlieir temper void of comforti though in pain? 

Who kmm not with what ougesty divine 

Hie forms of Truth and Justice to the mind 

Appeal', ennobling oft the sharpest woe 

With triumph and rejoicing? Who, that bears 

A human bosom^ hath not often felt 

Uow dear are all those ties which bind our race 

In gentleness together; and how sweet 

Theur force, let Fortune's wqnvard hand the while 

Be kind or cruel ? Ask the faitliful youth 

Why the cold urn, of her whom long he lov'd. 

So often fills his arms ; so often draws 

His lonely footsteps, silent and unseen, 

To pay ttie mounifiil tribirta of liis tears i 

Oh ! he will tell thee that the wealth of worlds 

Should ne'er seduce his bosom to forego 

Those sacred hours when, stealing from the noise 

Of care and envy, sweet remembrance soothes 

With Virtue's kiiidest looks his aching breast, 

And turns bis tears to rapture? Ask the crowd, 

Which flics impatient from the village walk 

To climb the neighbouring cliffs, when far below ' 

The savage winds have hurl'd upon the coast 

Some helpless barks while holy Pity melts 

The general eye, or Terror's icy hwd 

Smites their distorted limbs and horrent hair; 
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While every mother closer to her breast 
Catcheth her child, and pointing where the waves 
Foam through the shattered vessel, shiieka aloud. 
As one poor wretcfat who spreads bis piteous arms 
For succour, swallow'd by the roaring surge, 
As now aiiotlicr, dash'd against the rock^ 
Drops hfeless down. O ! decniest thou indeed 
No pleasing influence here by Nature given 
To mutual terror and Compassion*s tears i 
No tender charm mysterious, which attracts 
0*er all that edge of pain the social powers 
To this tlieir proper action and their end? 
Ask thy own heart ; when, at the midnight hour, 
Slow through that pensive gloom thy pausing eye, 
Led by the glimmering taper, moves around 
The reverend volnmes of the dead, the songs 
Of Grecian bards, and records vmt by fame 
For Grecian heroes, where the Sovereign Power 
Of heaven and earth surveys the' inmiortal page, 
Even as a fatlier meditating all 
The praises of bis son, and bids the rest 
Of mankind there th^fiurest model learn 
Of tlieir ovm nature, and the noblest deeds 
Which yet the world hath seen. If then thy soul 
Join in the lot of those diviner men ; 
Say, when the prospect darkens on thy view ; 
When, sunk by many a wound, heroic states 
Mourn in the dust and tremble at the firown 
Of hard Ambition ; when the generous band 
Of youths viho fought for freedom and their sires 
Lie side by side in death ; when brutal Force 
Usurps tlie throne of Justice, turns the pomp 
Of guardian power, the majesty of rule. 
The sword) the lainel, and the purple robe. 
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To poor diabonest pageants^ to adorn 
A robber^a walk^ and glitter in the eyes 

Of such as bow the knee; when beauteous works. 
Rewards of virtue^ sculptui-'d forms which deck'd 
With more than human grace the warrior's^rch 
Or patriot's tomb^ now victuns to appease 
lyrannic envy, strew tiie comiaon patii 
Witii awfid mins ; when the Mns^s hannt, 
The marble porch where wisdom wont to talk 
With Socrates or Tally, hears no more 
Save the hoarse jargon of contentious monks, 
Or female Superstition's midnight prayer ; 
When rnthleas havoc from the hand of Time 
Tears the destroying scythe, with surer stroke 
To mow the monuments of Glory down ; 
Till Desolation o'er tlie ojrass-grown street 
Expands her raven-wings, and, from the gate 
Where senates once the weal of nations plann'd, 
Hisseth the gliding snake through hoary weeds 
That clasp the mouldering column : thus when all 
The widely-moumfiil scene is tix'd within 
Thy throbbing bosom; when the patriot's tear 
Starts fi*om thine eye, and thy extended arm 
In fanc^ hnrb the tiranderbolt of Jove 
To fire tiie impious wreath on PhUtp's brow. 
Or dash Octavius from the trophied car; 
Say, doth thy secret soul repine to taste 
The big distress? or would'st thou tlien exchange 
Tliosc heart-ennobling sorrows for tlie lot ' 
Of him who sits amid the ^dy herd 
Of silent flatterers bendihg to his nod ; 
And o'er them, like a giant, casts his eye, 
And says within himself, M am a King, 
And wherefore should the clamorous voice of woe 

TOL. f . L 
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Intrude upon mine ear?* The di«g» eorrupt 
Of barbarous ages, that Circsan draught 
Of Servitude and Folly, have mtf yet^ 
( Blesfi'd be the* Eternal Rider of the vvorld !) 

Yet have not so dishonoured, so dcform'd 
The native judgment of the human soul, 
Nor 80 effaced the image of iiei; Sire. 
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What tongue then may explain the various fate 
Which reigns o'er eartli ? «r who to mortal eyes 
Illustrate this perplexing labyrinth 
Of joy and woe through whieb the feet of man 
Are doon^d to wander ? That Eternal Mind 
From passions, wants, and envy far estrang'd, 
Who built the spacious universe, and decked 
Each part so ricbly with whatever pertains 
To life, to healthy to pleasure ; why bade he 
The yiper Evil^ creeping in, pollute x 
The goodly scene, and with insidious xage, 
While the poor inmate looks around and smiles^ 
Dart her fell sting with poison to his soul?— 
Hard is the question, and from aneient days 
Hatb stiU oppress*d with cavfe the sage's tiiought; 
Hath drawn forth accents firom the poetls lyre 
Too sad, too dee|>ly plaintive : nor did e'er 
Those chiefs of human kind, from whom tlie light 
Of heavenly truth first gleam'd on barbarous lands^ 
Forget this dreadful secret, when they told 
Wlmt wondrous things had to their ftvoufd eyoft 
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And ears on cloady moantam been fewe$l% 
Or in deep cave by nymph or power divine. 

Portentous oft and wild. Yet one I know. 
Could I the speech of lawgivers assume, 
One old and splendid tale I would record 
With wliich the moae of Solon in sweet strains 
Adom*d this tfieme profbrntd, and rendered ftH 
Its darkness, all its terrors, bright as noon^ 
Or gentle as the golden star of eve. 
Who knows not Solon ? last, and wisest far. 
Of those whom Greece triumphant in the height 
Of gloiy, styPd her fiithen? him whose voice 
nuroagh Athens hosh'd tiie stonn of civil wrath ; 
Taught envious Want and cruel Wealth to join 
In friendship; and, with sweet compulsion, tam'd 
Minerva's eager people to his laws, 
Wliich their own goddess in bis breast inspir'd^ 

'Twas bow tiie time when his heroic task 
Seemed bnt perfbnnfd iainm : vr hen soofh'd by years 
Of flattering service, the fond multitude 
Hung witli their sudden counsels on the breath 
Of great Pisistratus : that chief renowned, 
Whom Hermes and the* Idalian queen had traufd 
EviD firom Ins birth to every powerftil art 
Of pleasing and persuading : from whose lips 
Flow'd eloquence which like the vows of love 
Could steal away suspicion from the hearts 
Of all who listened. Thas firom day to day - 
He won the general siifiiiige, and beheld 
Each rival overshadowed and depressed 
Beneath his ampler state : yet oflf complained. 
As one less kindly treated, who had hop'd 
To merit favour, but submits perforce 
To find another's services prefer'd. 
Nor yet relamth aught of faith or aeaU 
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Then tales were scattered of his envious foes. 
Of snares fliat wateh'd his tkmey of daggers aim*d 

Against his life. At last with trembling limbs^ 
His hair diffns'd and wild, his garments loose, 
And stain'd with blood from sclf-iuflicted wounds^ 
He burst into the public place, as there, 
There only, were Ins refiige ; and deda^d 
In broken words, with sighs of deep regret. 
The mortal danger he had scarce repell'd. 
Fir'd with his tragic tale, the' indignant crowd. 
To guard his steps, forthwith a menial band, 
Array'd beneath bis eye for deeds of war. 
Decree. O still too liberal of their trust. 
And oft betray'd by over-grateful love, 
The generous people! Now behold him fenced 
By mercenary weapons, like a king, 
Forth issuing from ttie city-gate at eve 
To seek his rural mansion, and with pomp 
Crowding the pttblic road. The swain stops short, 
And sighs: the* officious townsmen stand at gaze. 
And shrinking give the sullen pageant room. 
Yet not the less obsequious was his brow ; 
Nor less profuse of courteous words liis tongue, 
Of gradons gifts his hand : the while by stealth, 
like a small*torrentfed with evening showers, 
His train increas'd ; till, at that fatal lime 
Just as the public eye, with doubt and shame 
Startled, began to question what it saw ; 
Swift as the sound of earthquakes nish'd a voice 
Through Athens, that Pisbtratns had fiil'd 
The rocky citadel with hostile arms, 
Had barr'd the steep ascent, and sate within . J 
Amid his hirelings, meditating death 
To all whose stubborn necks his yoke refused* 
Where then was Solonf After ten long years 
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Of absence, full of haste from foreign shores 
The sage, the lawgiver had now arriv'd : 
ArfiT'dy alas ! to see that Athens, that 
Fair temple raiVd by him and sacred calld 
To Liberty and Concord, now profaned 
By savage bate, or snnk into a den 
Of slaves who crouch beneath the master's scourgei 
And deprecate his vnrath and court his chauis^ 
Yet did not the wise patriot's grief impede 
His virtuous will, nor was his heart iiicUn'd 
One moment with such woman-like distress 
To view the transient storms of civil war^ 
As thence to yield his country and her hopes 
To all-devouring bondage. His bright helm^ 
Ev^to while the traitor's impious act is told^ 
He buckles on his hoary head ; he girds 
With mail his stooping breast : the shield, the spear 
He snatcheth ; and with swift indignant strides 
The* assembled people seeks; proclaims aloud 
It ufas no time for counsel : in tiieir spears 
Lay all their prudence now : the tyrant yet 
Was not so firmly seated on his throne, 
But that one shock of their united force 
Would dash him from the summit of his pride 
Headlong and grovellinf in the dust. ^ What else 
Can re-assert the lost Athenian name. 
So cheaply to the laughter of the world 
Betray'd ; by guile beneath an infantas faith 
So mock'd and scom'd ? Away then : Freedom now 
And Safety dwell not bat with fame in arms. 
Myself will show yon where their mansion lies^ 
And flirough the vralks of danger or of death 
Conduct you to them.' While he spake, through all 
Their crowded ranks his quick sagacious eye 
He darted ; where no cheerful voice was heard 
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Of social daring} no etretch'd arm was seen 
Hastening tbeir commoii task : bat pale mistrust 
WrinUed each brow: tbey shook ttieir beads^ and 
' dowa [doubts 

Their slack handd hung : cold sighs and whispered 
From breath to breath stolen ronnd. The sage 
meantime 

liook'd speechless oui while his big bosom heaVd 
StmggliDg with shame and sorrow: till at bst 

A tear broke forth ; and, ^ O immortal shades^ 
O Theseus! (he exclaim'd) O Codrus! where, 
Where are ye now ? belioid for what ye toil'd 
Through life? behold for whom ye chose to die*' 
No more he added y bat with lonely steps 
Weary and slow, his silver beard depressed. 
And his stern eyes beut heedless on tlie ground, 
Back to his silent dwelling he repaired* 
Tliere o'er tiie gate, bis armour, as a man 
Whom from the service of the war his chief 
Dismisseth after no inglorious toil. 
He fix'd in general view. One wMiftd look 
He sent, unconscious, toward the public place 
At parting : then beneath his quiet roof 
Without a word, without a sigh, retir'd. 

Scarce had the morrow^ son his golden rays 
From sweet Hymettos darted o'er tibe fimes 
Of Cecrops to the Salaminian sliores. 
When, lo, on Solon's threshold met the feet 
Of four Athenians by the same sad care 
Conducted all : than whom the state beheld 
None nobler. First came Megaeles, the son 
Of great Alcnneon, whom the Lydian king, 
The mild, unhappy Crcesus, in hLs days 
Of glory had with costly gifts adom'd, 
Fair vessels, splendid garments, tinctur*d webs 
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And heaps cf tretaiiifd gold, beyond tile lot 
Of many sovereigns ; thus requiting well 
That hospitable favour which erewhile 
Alcmaeon to liis messengers had shown. 
Whom he vrith offerings vrorfliy of the god 
Sent from his tfanmein Sardis^ to revere 
Apollo's Delphic shrine. Witti M egarfes 
Approach'd his son, whom Agarista bore, 
The virtuous child of Clisthenes, whose hand 
Of Grecian sceptres the most ancient far 
In Siqron sway'd ; but greater lame he drew 
From arms cftntroPd by josticey from the love 
Of the wbe Muses, and the* nnenvied wreath 
Which glad Olympia gave. For thither once 
His warlike steeds the hero led, and there 
Contended through the tumult of the course 
Tfith skilinl wheds. Then victor at the goal. 
Amid the^ applanses of assemUed Greece, 
High on iiis car he stood and wav'd his arm. 
Silence ensued : when straight the herald*s voice . 
Was heard, inviting every Grecian youth, 
Wliom Clisthenes content might call his son^ 
To visi^ eve twice ttirty days were pass'd, 
The towers of Sicyon. There the chief decreed. 
Within the circuit of the following year, 
To join at Hymen's altar, liand in hand 
With bis Mv daughter, him among the guests 
Whom worthiest heshoulddeem. ForthvHthfromali 
, The boimds of Greece fh^ ambitious wooerscame : 
From rich Hesperia ; from the' Illyrian shore 
"Where Epidamnus over Adrians surge 
Looks on the setting sun ; from those brave tribes 
Chaonian or Molossian whom the race 
Of great Achilles governs, glorying still 
in Troy overthrown > firom rough £toIia, nurst 
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Of men who first among llie Greeks threw off 
The yoke of kings, to commerce and to arms 

Devoted ; from Thessalia's fertile meads, 
Where flows Pectus near the lofty walls 
Of Cranon old from strong Eretria^ qaeen 
Of all Enbiean cities, who, sublime 
On the steep margin of £nripaS| views 
Across the tide the Marathonian plain, 
Not yet the haunt of glory. Athens too, 
Minerva's care, among her graceful sons 
Found equal lovers for the princely maid : 
Nor was prood Argos wanting ; nor the domes 
Of sacred Elis } nor the' Arcadian groves 
That overshade Alph^us, edioing oft 
Some shepherd's song. But thi ough the' illustrious 
band 

Was none who might with Megacles compare 

In all the hononrs of nnUemish'd yonth. 

His was the beauteous bride : and now their son 

Young Clihthenes, betimes, at Solon's gate 
Stood anxious ; leaning forward on the arm 
Of his great sire, with earnest eyes that ask'd 
When theslow hinge would turn, with restless feet, 
And cheeks now pale, now glowing : for his heart 
Throb'd full of bursting passions, anger, grief 
With scorn imbitter'd, by the generous boy 
Scarce understood ; but which, like noble seeds, 
Are destined for his country and himself 
In riper years to bring fortii iraits divine 
Of liberty and glory. Next appeared 
Two brave companions whom one mother bore 
To different lords ; but whom the better ties • 
Of firm esteem and friendship rendered more 
Than brothers : first Miltiades, who drew 
From godlike ^eus bis andent line ; 
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That iEacos whose unimpeach'd renown 

For sanctity and justice won the lyre 

Of elder bards to celebrate him thron*d 

In Hades o'er the dead, where his decrees 

The guilty soal within the burning gates ' 

Of Tartarus compel^ or send the gwd 

To inhabit with eteml health and peace 

The valleys of £lysium. From a stem 

So sacredy ne'er could wortliier scion sprii^ 

Than this Miltiades ; whose aid ere long 

The chiefs of Thrace, already on their ways 

Sent by the* inspired foreknowing maid who sits 

Upon the Delphic tripod, shall implore 

To wield their sceptre, and the rural wealth 

Of fruitful Chersonesus to protect 

With arms and laws. But^ nothing careful now 

Save for his injor'd country^ here he stands 

In deep solicitude with Cymon. joinU ; 

tJnconsdoos both what widely^iffimnt lots 

Await them, taught by Nature as they are 

To know one common good, one common ill. 

For Cymon not his vaiooTy not his birtli 

Deriv'd from Godms, not a Ihonsand gifts 

Dealt ronhd him with a wise^ benignant hand ; 

No, not tlie* Olympic olive by himself 

From his own brow transferred to soothe the mind 

Of this PisLstratus, can long preserve 

From the fell envy of the tyrant's sons, 

And their assasrin-dagger. But if death 

Obscnre npon bis gentie steps attend, 

Yet fete an ample recompense prepares. 

In his victorious son, that other great 

Miltiades, who o'er the very throne 

Of glory shall with Time's assidnous hand 

In adamantine characters engrave 
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The name of Athens; and, by freedom arm'd - 
'Gainst the gigantic pride of Asia's king, 
Shall ail tlie' acliievements of ttie heroes old 
Sarmoanty of Hercules, of all m^o sail'd 
From Tbessaly with Jason, aB vfho fought 
For empire or ftr fiune at Thebes or Troy. 

Such were the patriots who within tiic porch 
Of Solon liad assembled. But the gate 
Now opens, and across the ample floor 
Straight they proceed Into an open space 
Brigjht Mdtb the beams of mom: a verdant spot, 
Where stands a rural altar, piPd with sods 
Cut from tlie grassy turf, and girt with wreaths 
Of branching palm. Here Solon*s self they found 
Clad in a robe of purple pure, and deck'd 
With leaves of olive on his reverend brow. 
He bow'dAefore tiie altar, and* o'er cakes 
Of barley from two earthen vessels pour'd 
Of honey and of milk a plenteous stream ; 
Calling meantime the Muses to accept 
His simple offering, by no victim ting'd 
With blood, nor suUiei by destroying fire. 
Bat such as for himself Apollo claims 
In his own Delos, where his favourite haunt 
Is thence the Altar of the Pious nam'd. 
Unseen the guests drew near, and silent viewed 
ThatwoMiip; till the hero-priest his eye 
Tnm'd toward a seat on which prepared there lay 
A branch of laurel. Then bis friends confessed 
Before him stood. Backward his step he drew, 
As loth that care or tumult should approach 
Those early rights divine : but soon their looks, 
8o.an»ous, and their hands, held forth with such 
Desponding gesture, bring him on perforce 
To speak to their affliction. Are ye come, 
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(He cried) to mourn witli me this common bhamc,? 
Or ask ye some new effort which may break 
Oar fetters^ Know then, of tlie public caoM 
Not for yon traitor's canning or his might 
Do I despair: nor could I wish firom Jovo • 
Aaght dearer, than at tUs kite hour of life, 
As once by laws, so now by strenuous arms. 
From impious violation to assert 
The rights oar tktbers left us. But, alas ! 
What arms? or who Aaii wield them? Ye beheld 
The^ Athenian people. Many bitter days 
Must pass, and many wonnds from cruel pride 
Be felt, ere yet their partial hearts find room - 
For just resentment, or their huiuls indure 
To smite this tyrant-brood, so near to all 
Their hopes, so oft admired, so long beiov'd. 
That time will cmne, however. Be it fours 
To watch its fair approach, and urge it on 
Witli honest prudence: me it ill beseems 
Again to supplicate the' unwilling crowd 
To rescue from a vile deceiver*s hold 
That envied power which once with eager aeat 
They offei'd to myself ; nor can I plunge 
In counsels deep and various, nor prepare * 
For distant wars, thus faltering as I tread 
On life's last verge, ere long to join the shades 
Of Minos and Lycurgns. But behold * 
What care employs me now. My vows I pay 
To the sweet Moses, teachers of my youth 
And solace of my age. If right I deem 
Of the still voice that wliispers at my heart, 
The' immortal sisters have not quite withdrawn 
Their old harmonious influence. liOt your topinea 
With saered silence ftvour what I spc^ 
And haply shall my faithful lips be taught 
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• To* unfold celestial counsels^ which may arm 
As with impenetrable steel your bi-easts 
For the long strife befofe yon, wd- repel 
The darts of ackerseikte.*' He said^ and snatdi'd^ - 
The laurel bough, and sate in silence down, 
Fix'd, wrap*d in solemn musing, full before 
The sun, who now from all his radiant orb 
Drove the grey clouds, and poor'd his genial lig^t 
Upon the breast of Scion* Solon lais'd 
Aloft the leafy rod, and thus began : — 

' Ye beauteous offspring of Olympian Jove 
And Memory divine, Pierian maids, 
Hear me^ propitioos* lu tlie morn of life, 
When hope shone bright and all the prospect snal'd. 
To your sequestered mansion oft my steps 
Were ton^d,^ O Muses, and mOm yonr gate 
My offerings paid. Ye taught me then with strains 
Of flowing harmony to soften War's 
Dire voice; or in fair colours, that might charm 
The poblic eye, to clothe the form austere 
Of cifFil coonseL Now my feeble age 
Neglected, and supplanted of the hope 
On which it lean'd, yet sinks not; but to you^ 
To your mild wisdom flies, refuge beloved 
Of solitude and silaice. Ye can teach 
Hie viaons of my bed whatever the gods 
In the rude ages of die world inspir^d^ 
Or the first heroes acted ; ye can make 
Tlie morning light more gladsome to my sense 
Than ever it appear d to active yontli 
Porsoiiig careless pleasm« : ye can give 
To this long leisore, these unheeded honrs^ 
A labour as sublime, as when the sons 
Of Athens throng'd and speechless round me stood, 
To bear prmounc'd for all their future, deeds 
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The bounds of ri^t and wrong. Celestial powers ! 
I feol that ye«re near me : and behold^ 
To nif>et yonr energy divine, I bring 

A high and sacred theme ; not less than tliose 
Which to the' eternal custody of Fame 
Your lif^s intrusted, when of old ye deign'd 
With Orpheus or with Homer to frequent - 
The groves of Hsenins or llie Chian afaoie* 

' Ye know, liarmonioaa maids, (for what of all 
My various hfe was e'er from you estranged?) 
Oft hath my solitary song to you 
ReveaVd that duteous pride which tmn'd my steps 
To willing exile ; earnest to withdraw 
From envy and die disappointed tbifst 
Of lucre, lest'tfae bold familiar strife, 
Which in the eye of Athens they upheld 
Against her legislator, should impair 
With trivial doubt tlie reverence 6( his laws. 
To Egypt therefore through the' iBgean isles 
My course I steei'd, and by the banks of Nile 
Dwelt in (lanopus. Thence the hallow'd domes 
Of Sais, and the rites to Isis paid, 
I sought; and in her temple's silent courts, 
Through many changing moons, attentive heard 
Tlie venerable Sonchis, while his tongne 
At mom or midnight tbe deep story told 
Of her who represents wliate'er has been, 
Or is, or shall be ; whose mysterious veil 
No mortal hand hath ever yet remov'd* 
By him exhorted, southward to the walls 
* Of On I pass'd, the citf of the sun, 
The ever-yoothinl god. 'Twas there amid 
His priests and sages, who the live-long night 
Watch the dread movements of tlie starry sphere. 
Or who in wondrous fables half disclose 
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The secrets of the elements ; 'twas there 

That great Psenophis taught my raptur'd eam 

llie &Beof old Atlaiitia, of im 

And ber pore laws, the fifst ivliich earth obey^d. 

Deep in my bosom sunk, the nohle tale ; 

And often, while I listened, did my mind 

Foretei witb what delight her own free lyre 

Should aooietiiiie Ibr an Attic andienoe raise 

Anew that lofty acene, and from their tomba 

Call forth those ancient demigods to speak 

Of justice and the hidden providence 

That walks among mankind. But yet meantime 

The mystie pomp of Ammon's gloomy sons 

Became less pleasiii(» With contempt I gas*d 

On that tame garb and those unvarying pi^ 

To which the double yoke of king and priest 

Had cramp*d the sullen race. At last with hymns 

Invoking our own Pallas and tlie gods 

Of cheerftd Greece, a glad iareweli I gave 

To Egypt, and before the sonthem wind 

Spread my fall sails. What climes I then snnrey 'd, 

What fortunes I encountered in the realm 

Of Crcesus or upon the Cypriuu shore, 

'fbit Muse, who prompts my bosom, doth not now 

Consent that I reveal* Bat when at lengthy 

Ten times the son returning from the sooth 

Had stro w'd with flowers the verdant earth, and filFd 

The groves with music, pleas'd I then beheld 

The term of those loog errors drawing nigh. 

* Nor yet (I said) wiU I sit down within 

The mdUof Athens, till my feet have trod 

The Cretan soil, have pierc*d those reverend baonis 

Whence law and civil concord issued forth 

As fro.n their ancient home, and sliil to Greece 

VOL, I. . M 
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Their wisest^ loftiest discipline proclaim.' 
Stnigbl; where Amoisus, mart of weddiy ebipa^ 
Appears beMalii ftaii^d Gooim and ber 
like the Air fanktaind nf a stately queen, 
I checked my prow, and tlience with eager steps 
The city' of Minos enter*d. O ye gods, 
Wiio taught the leaders of the simpler time 
By written wurdi to Mb tiie* mitewsnl will 
Of moTlahp; how mMSa tbat genmtosisle 

Have ye the trinmphs of your power displayed 
Munificent! Those splendid merchants, lords 
Of traffic and the sea, with what delight 
I saw them at their public meal, like sons 
Of the same hoasebolily join the ptabier sort 
Whose wealth was only freedom! whence to these 
Vile envy, and to those fantastic pride, 
Alike was strancre ; but noble concord still 
Cherished the strength untamed, the rustic fiiitb^ 
Of their first iatiieins. Then the growing race, 
How pleasing to befacM them in flieirschools, 
Their sports, their labours, ever plac'd within, 
O shade of Minos ! thy controling eye. 
Here was a docile ]ymd in tuneful tones 
Tliy laws pronottndng, ot with lofky hymns' 
Praising the hoonteons gods ; or, to preserve 
Their coontry^ hemes teem ohlividiis tiight, 
Resounding what the Muse inspired of old ; 
Tiieie, on the verpe of manhood, others ^et. 
In heavy armour through the heats of noon 
To march, the ragged monntains height to dimb 
With measm^d swiftness, irom-tbe hard^bent bow 
To send restless anows to their mark, 
Or for the fame of prowess to contend, 
Now wrestling^ now with fists and staves oppos'd^ 
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Now vfitik the biting falchion^ and ibe fence 
Of tinuseii sUelds i wlule tl^l the MrarUing flatd 
Presided o%r Ae einiibttt,'bveiitliiiif: stndns 

Grave, solemn, soft; and changing headlong spite 
To thoughtfiil resolution cool and clear. 
Soch I beheld those islanders reoown'd^ 
So tutor'd from tbenr biith to meet in unu* 
Each bold ln?«der, and in peioe to |;iiird 
That living flame of reverence for their laws^ 
Which nor the storms of fortone, nor the flood 
Of foreign wealth difTos'd o*er all the land^ 
Coald quench or slacken. First nf hiiman moM 
In every Crelui^s be^rt was Minus stiU f 
And holiest ftr of whatihe sm 
Through his whole course, were those primeval seats 
Which with religious footsteps he had taught 
Their sires to^ approach ; the wild Dictsean cave 
Where Jove was bora ; the evi^-v^rdalit meads 
Of Ida, and the spaciods gtdtjtd, wh«M 
His aetfve youth he passed, and where bis throne 

Yet stands mysterious ; whither Minos came 
Each ninth-retuminw year, the king of gods 
And mortals there in secret to consult 
On jostioe, attd the tables of bis bm 
To* insoribe anew. Oft also widi like seal 
Great Rhea's mansion from the Chossian gates 
Men visit ; nor less oft the antique farte 
Built on that sacred spot, along the banks 
Of shady Hierdo^ where benignant Jove 
And his majestic i^nsort jotoM their bands 
And spoke ttidr nKkptial vows* Alas, tmn tiiere 
Tiiat the dire fame of Athens sunk in bonds 
I first received ; what time an annual feast 
Had summon'd all the genial country round^ 
By saerifiee and pomp to bring to mind 
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Thatfirstgreatspou&aly ¥^hile the' enamoured yoatbft 
And nigioSy wHb tbe priest before the shrine^ 
Observe the SBme puie ritml^ end invoke 
The same glad omens* Tbere^ among the crowd 

Of strangers from those naval cities drawn 

Wliich deck, like gems, the island's northern shore^- 

A merchant of iEgina I descried. 

My ancient host| bot^ forward as I spmng 

To meet him, he, wiUi dark disiecled brow. 

Stopped half-averse ; and, ^ O AAanian guest, 

(He said) art thou in Crete ; these joyful rites 

Partsdcing r Know thy laws are blotted out : 

Thy coimtry Imeeis before a tyrant's throne/ 

He added names of men^ vrith hostile deeds 

Disastrous; vrMeh obscure and indistioGt 

I heard : for, vrhile be spake, my heart grew cold 

And my eyes dim ; the altars and their train 

No more were present to me : how I far*d^ 

Or wbitlier tnm'd, I know not ; nor recal 

Aoi^t of those moments other than the sense 

Of one who struggles in oppressive sleep, 

And, from the toils of some distressful dieaiu 

To break away, with palpitating heart, 

Weak limbs, and temples bath'd in deatli-like dew^ 

Makes many a panifol effort When at last 

The son and Nator^s iace again appear'd. 

Not far I found me ; where tiie public path, 

Winding through cypress gro v es and swelling meadS| 

From Cnossus to the cave of Jove ascends. 

Heedless I followed on; till soon the skirts 

Of Ida rose before me, and the vault 

Wide-opening pier^d tiie mountain's rocky side. 

Entering within the threshold, on the ground 

I flung me. sad. faint, overworn witli toil* 
• e « • e • « 
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One effort more, one cheeifuLaal)y more 
Our destio'd course wiU Ssmb ; and ul peace 
Tbeiiy for an offering faeied to Om powen 
Who lent m gracioaa gmdance^ we will llibii 

Inscribe a monument of deathless praise. 
O my adventm*ou8 song J with steady speed 
Long hast tboa^ on an piithed voyage bound, 
Sail'd between eactb and hwtn t hast no^ la*' 
vey'd, 

StretcVd out beneath thee, all the mazy tracts 

Of passion and opinion ; like a waste 

Of sands and flowery lawns and tangling woods, 

Where mortals roam bewildered : and bast now 

Emlting MMv'd aaooD g the worids abovie, 

Or horei^d sear th^ eternal galea of hea?an^ 

If haply the discourses of the gods, 

A curious, but an unpresuming guest, ^ 

Thou might'st partake^ and carry back some atraiai 



Digitized by Google 



1«8 



TUB PI.EA8VRBi OF 'B00k 4. 



Of divine wssdom, lawfiil to repeat, 
And apt to be conceiv'd of man bdow. 
A different task remains ; die secret padn 

Of early genius to explore : to trace 

Those haunts wliere Fancy her predestin'd sons. 

Like to the demigodft of old^ doth nurse 

Remote from eyes profane. Ye happy sonb 

Who now her tender discipline obey^ 

MThere dwell ye ? What wild river^s brink at eve 

Imprint your steps? What solemn groves at noon 

Use ye to visit, often breaking forth 

In raptnre mid your dilatory walk. 

Or mnsing^ as in slnmberi on the green? 

^Wonld I again were with yon!---^ ye dales 

Of Tyne, and ye most ancient woodlands ; where. 

Oft as the giant flood obliquely strides, 

And his banks open, and his lawns extend. 

Stops short the pleased traveller to view. 

Presiding o'er the scene, some rustic tower 

Founded by Norman or by Saxon hands : 

0 ye Northumbrian sliades, which overlook 
The rocky pavement and tlie mossy falls 
Of solitary Wensbeck's limpid stream ; 
How gladly I recal yomr w^-known seats 
BdoVd of old, and that ddightfnl time 
When all alone, for many a sommei^ day, 

1 wandered through your calm recesses, led 
In silence by some powerful hand unseen. 

Nor will I e*er forget you ; nor shall e*er 
The graver tasks of manhood, or the^ advictt 
Of vulgar wisdom^ move me to disdaim 
Those studies which possessed me in the dawn 
Of life, and fix'd the colour of my mind 
For every future year : whence even now 
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From sleep I rescue the clear hours of mom, 
And, whHe the world around Ues OTerwhelm'd 
In idle darlmessy em eli?e to thong^te 
Of hononnble ftme^ of tmth divme 
Or moraVmid of minds to virtue won 
By tlie sweet magic of harmonious verse ; 
The themes which now expect ns; For thus far 
On general habits^ and on arts which grow 
Spontaneooa in the nunda of all mmkiady 
Hath dwelt our argument; and how self-taught. 
Though seldom conscious of their own employ^ 
In Nature's or in Fortune's changeful scene 
Men learn to judge of beauty, and acquire 
Those forma set np, aa idols in the sooly 
For lo^e and aealws ptaiser Yet indistaiet. 
In vulgar bosoms, and unnotic'd lie 
These pleasing stores, unless the casual force 
Of things external prompt the heedless mind 
To iMognize her wealth* But some there are 
Conscious of Natore^ and tiie nde whioh man 
O'er nature holds : some wbo« witMn tbemselvo 
Retiring from the trivial scenes of cliauce 
And momentary passion, can at will 
Call up these fair exemplars of the mind; 
Review their featnves i scan the secret laws 
Which bind them to each other : and display 
By forms, or sounds, or colours, to the sense 
Of all the world their latent charms display : 
Ev'n as in Nature's frame, (if such a word. 
If such a won^ so bold, may from the lips 
Of man pnooeed) as in this ^tward frame 
Of things, the great Artificer portrays 
His own inuncnse idea. Various names 
These among mortals b^ar» as various signs 
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They Qae^ aod by pecoliai? oigans speak 

To hniRW «eiue. There am who by tbe ttf^t 

Of air throagli tabes with moving gtopB dhtiittct, 

Or by extended ciiords in measure taught 
To vibrate, can assemble powerful sounds^ 
Expressing eveiy temper of the mind 
From e?ery cause, and charmii^ all Ite MOl 
With pasiicm veid of eaue. Otfaeiti naantinn^ 
The rugged mte of metnl^ ^ivood, or stooe. 
Patiently taming ; or with easier hand 
Describing lines, and witli more ample scope 
Uniting colouro ^ caa to general sight 
Prodace tiioae permaDeiit and pwfoct foffltti 
Those dianMstmof heroes and of gods» 
Which from the crude materials of tlie world 
Their own high minds created. But the chief 
Are poets ; eloquent men, who dwell on earth 
To clothe wbate*er the sool admoies or loves 
With langiuq;e and with nombeia. HeoeetoOelcr 
A field is QpaM wide as NatnueCs sphere^ 
Nay, wider: various as the sudden acts 
Of human wit, and vast as the demands 
Of human wilL The bard nor length, nor depth^ 
Nor ptoce, nor Ibna contiols. To ey€», to ear^ 
To every organ of the eaplons ndnd^ 
He offereth all its treasures. Him the hours, 
The seasons him obey ; and changeful time 
Sees him at will keep measure with his Aig^^, 
At will outstrip it* To enhance his toil, 
He snmmoneth ftom tbe^ nttefmost extent 
Of things whidi God bath taught him every form 

Auxiliar, every power ; and all beside 
Excludes imperious. His prevailing hand 
Gives, to coiporeal essence^ life and sense 
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And eveiy stately fimctioii cf the floui* 
The soul itidf to bun obseqnioiis liesy 

like matter's passive heap ; and as be willSi 
To reason and affection he assigns 
Their jast alliances, their just degrees : 
Whence his pecnliar honours : whence the rac6 
Of men who people Us deUgbtfol worM^ 
Hen genmne and according to Aems^Wea, 
Transcend as far the' uncertain sons of earth; 
As earth itself to bis delightful world 
The palm of spotless beauty doth resign. 
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